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ABSTRACT 
In focusing on Arthur Hodgson as representative of an elite group, this thesis illustrates 
the importance of the individual in history as a means of reflecting on past societies. It 
is therefore a social history which highlights the role of individuals as causal agents of 
change. 
Hodgson was one of a group of well educated young gentlemen from the upper classes 
of British society who became the first white settlers on the Darling Downs, then the 
northem extremity of the colony of New South Wales. As gentlemen educated in the 
traditions of the landed gentry - an aristocratic system gradually losing its relevance in 
English society - they wished to perpetuate the privileges of land ownership in 
Australia. Some of the squatters succumbed to the physical and financial hardship 
during the first few years after settlement in 1840. For those who survived, there was 
the opportunity to become wealthy landowners. Hodgson was one who had the 
necessary characteristics to achieve this ambition. 
Yet their success came at a cost. As a group providing the main economic stimulus to 
the area, they became very powerful, socially and politically as well as economically. 
They regarded themselves, through the privilege of property, as the legitimate mling 
class, and in this regard lost the respect of other groups in society. This has resulted in 
the Darling Downs' squatters becoming a much maligned group in history. 
It was the desire to understand this attitude that led to the analytical study of Hodgson. 
A knowledge of the background and aspirations of such gentlemen assists in the 
explanation of why the Darling Downs' squatters became such an exclusive group in 
society, and what the consequences were of this development. 
This thesis begins with an introduction which provides the premise upon which the 
argument of the work rests. In the study of individuals it is important to remember that 
they are symbols and symptoms of their time and place. While they may be causal 
agents of change, they are influenced by circumstances from the past. Therefore the 
treatment of Hodgson in the following chapters is based on his attitude to his place in 
society. Discussion takes place under the headings of Gentlemanly aspirations; 
Squatting, a means to an end; Colonial wealth and power; A patriarchal society; A 
hapless political career; Almost a city man; and The life of an English squire. 
The idea of the Victorian gentleman's attitude is extended in chapter one, which briefly 
describes the aristocratic system in Britain based on the inheritance or possession of 
large landed estates. Although Hodgson was not a member of the aristocracy, he was 
influenced by this system, his father being a clergyman of gentry status. The chapter 
traces the little that is known of Hodgson as a child and young man in England to his 
departure in November 1838 for Australia where he arrived in March 1839. 
Chapter two deals with the early days of settlement, when Hodgson took up a large 
landholding on the Darling Downs in 1840. He named his mn Eton Vale. The chapter 
highlights the positive characteristics which fostered Hodgson's success as a pioneer, 
while analyzing the initial conflict in society over the labour problems and land 
legislation. 
This conflict led to the squatters uniting as a political force, which is discussed in 
chapter three. The study of Hodgson's acquisition of land and wealth emphasizes the 
consequent social and political influence of the squatters as a group. Through their 
wealth and power they became a colonial gentry, based on the patriarchal society of 
English village life. 
To foster a greater understanding of how this society developed and to what extent it 
was entrenched, chapter four takes an anthropological approach, using a form of 
retrospective ethnography. The evolution of buildings on Eton Vale, illustrated by 
photographs, and a study of the social milieu places the participants of Darling Downs' 
society at the forefront of this thesis. 
Hodgson made his first foray into politics in 1854, believing that the privilege and 
responsibility of those with property was to govem. His problematic political career, 
discussed in chapter five, highlights the change that was occurting in Australian society. 
This change thwarted the aspirations of the pastoralists to perpetuate a colonial gentry. 
Although Hodgson's political career was not very notable, he had a very successful 
term as general superintendent of the Australian Agricultural Company from 1856 to 
1861. While chapter six takes the focus away from the Darling Downs and society, it 
is important for this analytical study of Hodgson, as these records provide the most 
comprehensive direct resource available. 
Although Hodgson made two attempts to settle in Australia after his initial period on 
the Darling Downs, he retumed to live permanently in England in 1870. Here he was 
able to satisfy his unfulfilled colonial ambitions, becoming an English squire and taking 
a very active role in public life. His public duties included representing Queensland at 
five inter-colonial exhibitions, for which he was knighted. 
The conclusion overviews the rise of the squatters to a colonial gentry, which equated 
with their aspirations as Victorian gentlemen. Their quest to perpetuate this class was 
restrained by the rise of democracy in Australia, a development that is underscored by 
this study of an individual in history. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The genesis of historical events lies in human beings...Economic factors, 
financial situations, wars, political crises, do not cause anything, do not do 
anything, do not exist except as abstract terms and convenient pieces of short-
hand...It is men who make history.' 
The Darling Downs, as the earliest white settlement outside Brisbane, is one of the 
most intensely studied districts of Queensland. The research encompasses regional, 
local, economic, and ethnic history.^ Yet little is known, except spasmodically, of the 
people, the individuals who were the actors and creators of history in this area.^ In 
concentrating on an individual, light can be thrown 'on the intemal workings of a past 
culture and society'.'* While there is a significant trend for historians to write history 
from the 'bottom up', it is hampered by a lack of resource material, which is often 
readily available for the elite. In view of this, an analytical study of Arthur Hodgson as 
representative of an elite group, can assist in the interpretation of the early history of 
the Darling Downs. Hodgson followed Patrick Leslie's marked tree line in 1840 to 
become the second white settler to take up land. He retained an interest in his original 
property, Eton Vale, all of his life, though retuming to live in England in 1870. By 
then Hodgson had attained a leading position in Darling Downs society and was one of 
an exclusive group who became known as the 'pure merinos', a group who had 
aspirations of forming a colonial gentry. 
H. Butterfield, 'The role of the mdividual in history', History, 40, Feb. and June 1955, 1-2. 
D.B. Waterson, Squatter, selector, storekeeper: A tiistory of tl^e Darling Downs, 1859-93 (Sydney: 
Sydney University Press, 1968); Maurice French, A history of the Darling Downs frontier, vols 1, 2 and 3 
(Toowoomba: DDIP, later USQ Press, 1989, 1990, 1992); Jan Walker, Jondaryan Station: The 
relationship between pastoral capital and pastoral labour 1840-1890 (St Lucia, Q: University of 
Queensland Press, 1988); John Cole, 'Social mobility and local history: Ways and means in the Boonah 
project', Australia 1888 Bulletin, 2, 1979, 99-105. 
A brief paper was published by J.C.H. Gill, 'Arthur Hodgson: The centaur who left his sheep', RHSQ, 
14, 2, May 1990, 41-60. 
Lawrence Stone, 'The revival of narrative: Reflections on a new old history', Past and Present, 85, 1979, 
19. 
This study of Hodgson arose out of a desire to understand and contribute to the 
explanation of Queensland history. Historically the Darling Downs' squatters have 
become a much maligned group, in spite of their tremendous economic contribution to 
the early development of Queensland. History acknowledges that the early development 
of the Darling Downs could not have progressed by any method other than pastoralism. 
Yet the squatters, after the initial period of pioneering, are accused of using their 
political influence to hamper the agricultural development so well suited to the area. 
As an elite group they became very powerful, politically and socially. Their 
exclusiveness caused a resentment which still echoes in the armals of our history. 
The aim of this study, taking Hodgson as representative of the group, is to analyze this 
exclusiveness in order to understand the attitude of the squatters to their place in 
society. Did they attempt to form a colonial gentry and how successful was this? Or is 
it a myth that they had influence out of proportion with the rest of society? This 
approach will ascertain the physical, economic, political and social influence of the 
squatters over a thirty year period from Hodgson's arrival on the Downs to his departure 
to live in England. 
Yet the scope of this thesis will go beyond that thirty year period. It is only in relating 
Hodgson's life to the times that a valid analysis can be made. Very little is known of 
his childhood apart from the fact that he attended Eton College. As this is an important 
aspect of the analysis of his gentlemanly aspirations it is a relevant starting point. After 
considering what is known of Hodgson's early life the work will encompass his period 
as a settler on the Darling Downs, and the consolidation of his holdings whereby he 
became a wealthy and powerful man. An extension of this wealth and power was an 
attempt by the squatters to mould a patriarchal society. In order to understand this 
evolution, Hodgson's property and other relevant actions have been analyzed from an 
anthropological point of view, using retrospective ethnography. In keeping with the 
gentry tradition, Hodgson participated in politics intermittently over a period of fifteen 
years. The analysis of his political career reflects a courageous, but problematic 
attempt for one with his personality and philosophy at this time in colonial life. Apart 
from his early years of pioneering, Hodgson made two attempts to settle in Australia. 
During the first he had a very successful career based in Sydney, as superintendent of 
the Australian Agricultural Company from 1856 to 1861. After a second unsuccessful 
attempt to settle back in Queensland from 1868, eight years after separation from New 
South Wales, Hodgson retumed in 1870 to live in England. There he achieved the 
aristocratic distinction of becoming a lord of the manor, which included a very 
successful career in public life. 
There are two important criteria to bear in mind in this analysis of Hodgson in relation 
to the concept of a colonial gentry. Firstly, in focusing on an individual it is necessary 
to acknowledge, in consensus with Weston Bate, that they were 'symbols and symptoms 
of their place and time'.^ Secondly it is important to remember the theory of Karl Marx 
regarding a social group. While Marx had in mind the proletariat as 'agents of social 
change' when he wrote the The eighteenth brumaire of Louis Bonaparte (1852), his 
theory conceming a social group serves to remind the historian to view history on its 
own terms. He suggesed that even though 'men make their own history', they are 
influenced by circumstances from the past.^ 
It is important to consider the past in relation to Hodgson as he was very much a man 
of his times. From the late seventeenth century, England was continuously mled by 
aristocrats. This mling class, in possession of large landed estates inherited over many 
generations, provided a large proportion of the members of parliament. Hodgson's 
formative years were spent at a time when it was obvious that the possession of land 
conferred 'on its possessors social prestige and considerable political power'.^ This fact, 
accepted as the norm in many households, would have been reinforced in Hodgson's by 
virtue of his father being a clergyman. While Edward Hodgson was not a landed 
gentleman, as a clergyman he was considered in status with the lesser nobility, albeit at 
^ Weston Bate, 'The urban sprinkle: Country towns and Australian regional history', in CB. Schedvin and 
J.W. McCarty, eds, Urbanization in Australia: The nineteenth century (Sydney: Sydney University 
Press, 1974), 115. 
^ K. Marx, The eighteenth brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, Third German edition (Moscow: Foreign 
Languages Publishing House, [1885]), 15. 
^ O.F. Christie, The transition from aristocracy 1832-1867 (London: Seeley, Service and Co Ltd., 1927), 
18, 117. 
the bottom rank of this prestigious group.^ The clergy were the most dependent of 
professions, relying on the aristocrats for patronage. Thus they were 'the most 
consistent defenders of the aristocratic system'.^ 
Yet a transition was taking place in English society prior to Hodgson's departure to 
Australia in 1838. After almost sixty continuous years out of office the Whigs were 
instmmental in having the Reform Act passed in 1832. O.F. Christie suggested that the 
Reform Bill was motivated 'by the same democratic ideal as had inspired the French 
Revolution'; that of the ideal of the 'Rights of Man'. Although the aristocrats continued 
to hold the balance of power at least until 1874, their power as a mling class was 
diminishing.'° It is against this background that Hodgson and his fellow squatters on 
the Darling Downs migrated to Australia with aspirations to become landholders. In so 
doing they hoped to perpetuate the system of landed gentry which was losing its 
influence in England. 
In concentrating on the squatters' attitude to their place in society this dissertation does 
not seek to diminish the tragic effect that their coming had on the indigenous people. 
Yet less guilt and bitterness might prevail in understanding the attitudes of the first 
white settlers. Hodgson's brother, Christopher Pemberton, made a courageous, although 
to modem society, callous attempt, to understand the conflict between the Aborigines 
and the white intmders. He acknowledged the Aborigines' rightful possession of their 
land, but embraced the attitude of the times of the 'right to improve the gifts of 
Nature'.'^ While an extensive study regarding this attitude is outside the parameters of 
this thesis, the resulting conflict emphasizes the over-riding theme that men and women 
are products of their times and it is within this context that history must be analyzed. 
Peter Laslett, The world we have lost: England before the industrial age, 2nd ed. (New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1965), 38. 
Harold Perkin, The origins of modern English society 1780-1880 (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 
1969), 253. 
Christie, Transition from aristocracy, 35, 62, 113. 
'^  C.P. Hodgson, Reminiscences of Australia with hints on the squatter's life (London: W.N. Wright, 
Simpker and Marshall, 1846), 83. 
Hodgson's education reflects the attitude of the times to 'hanker after promotion to the 
upper class'. Although his father was not wealthy, Hodgson was educated at Eton 
College according to the traditions of the landed gentry. He later entered the Royal 
Navy, one of the few respectable options open to gentlemen who did not inherit landed 
estates.'^ Thus Hodgson was educated in the traditions of the gentlemanly ideal. Again 
it is against this background, in combination with aspirations to become landed gentry, 
that a valid analysis is possible of the squatters' attitude to their place in society. 
The term gentleman was used for a grade in a hierarchal social system which the old 
world inherited from the medieval world.'^ It was originally procured through service 
under arms in recognition of 'a man of gentle or knightly quality', the traditional reward 
being land. Although the term changed in connotation throughout the ages it was still 
used to denote social rank until about 1900, when 'the Tradition of Gentility began to 
decline', according to social historian Simon Raven.'"^ The ideal of social behaviour 
associated with a gentleman was based on a 'chivalrous code of honour'. Although 
softened by the medieval Christian ideal, it remained an aggressive code until early in 
the nineteenth century. It demanded a gentleman be 'honest and keep his word'; be 
'courteous and honourable'; 'pay his debts' and defend his honour. All of these traits 
were necessary, with some qualifications. A gentleman always deferred to his peers, 
but had no obligation with regard to his inferiors. This becomes apparent in the study 
of Hodgson. 
Harold Perkin, in his work on the origins of modem English society, suggested that the 
concept of a gentleman was accepted 'without its nineteenth century overtones of social 
strife and antagonism', so evident in colonial Australia.'^ The Victorian age 
embellished the code of conduct with its own ideals, emphasizing the patemalistic traits 
12 
Christie, Transition from aristocracy, 84, 18-22. 
Laslett, World we have lost, 27; Perkin, Origins of modern English society, 24-5. 
Simon Raven, The English gentleman: An essay in attitudes (London: Anthony Blond, 1961), 30, 52-5. 
Perkin, Origins of modern English society, 21 A, 26-8. 
of responsibility and philanthropy.^^ These traits were apparent in the early settlement 
of the Darling Downs. Thus Hodgson, steeped in the tradition of the gentry ideal 
through his background and education, migrated to Australia with the aspiration of 
perpetuating this ideal through the acquisition of land. Little wonder his attitude 
resulted in his often being at odds with a society which had already been touched by 
the contrary idea of democracy. 
Raven, The English gentleman, 44-51. 
Chapter 1 
GENTLEMANLY ASPIRATIONS 
During the early 1800s, emigration of the British upper classes to many parts of the 
Empire increased significantly. Historians have varied opinions regarding the factors 
which influenced this phenomenon. G.C. Bolton suggests that it was due to the 
expanding numbers of nobility and gentry who were unable to realize their 
'expectations' at home. Apart from natural increase, Bolton states that recmitment 
contributed to the expansion in numbers. This resulted in diminished opportunities in 
Britain, exacerbated by the shortage of Army and Navy commissions at the end of the 
Napoleonic wars, and an agricultural recession at this time. While Bolton does not 
explain the 'recruitment' process, W.D. Rubinstein argues that historians have 
erroneously believed that the new mercantile men of wealth, in their quest for social 
mobility, were responsible for the increase in the landed classes. He submits that even 
at 'the peak of the wealth scale' of British business and professional men, land was too 
expensive for these new men of wealth to purchase. While the acquisition of land in the 
nineteenth-century was still considered a status gain, it became a poor choice of 
investment in Britain with the recession in agriculture at the end of the Napoleonic 
wars. Thus there were a number of factors, together with the tradition amongst 
landowners of leaving the bulk of their estate to the eldest son, that contributed towards 
the upper classes seeking opportunities elsewhere.^ 
Although Canada and South Africa were popular, Australia, from about the 1820s, 
became increasingly attractive to the upper classes in Britain as a place to enhance the 
family fortunes. K.S. Inglis suggests that emigration to Australia was 'an excellent 
system for poor gentlemen [who] were members of the overpopulated areas in the 
professions of law and medicine, army officers retired on half-pay, and people from 
' G.C. Bolton, 'The idea of a colonial gentry', Historical Studies, 3, 51, October 1968, 318; W.D. 
Rubinstein, 'New men of wealth and the purchase of land in nineteenth-century Britain', Past and present, 
92, 1981, 138, 140. 
families of precarious gentility struggling to keep up accustomed ways of life as income 
from farming declined'. ^ News of the prosperous and expanding wool industry was 
largely responsible for the migration of this class. Publication of books such as 
William Charles Wentworth's description of New South Wales were no doubt influential 
in this respect.^ While Inglis suggests that emigration held no attraction for 'those who 
had no need to better themselves', it had become apparent that upward social mobility 
was possible for those with modest capital through the respectability achieved from the 
ownership of land."* 
This was demonstrated in Tasmania by the early 1830s, when the best pastoral land was 
already occupied by a few families destined to retain a dominant role in the political 
and economic life of the island for the rest of the century.^ The gentleman farmer, 
much steeped in the tradition of Anglicism, felt 'it is the right of civilized men to 
occupy countries in a state of nature, the inhabitants of which merely roam over the 
soil, without any defined form of government'.^ Although the young men who migrated 
to Australia had no real conception of the life they would lead in their attempt to 
achieve or enhance their gentlemanly status, their 'exile' from Britain was considered 
temporary. For a time privilege was worth swapping with hardship in the endeavour to 
make a fortune.' 
K.S. Inglis, The Australian colonists: An exploration of social history 1788-1870 (Carlton, Victoria: 
Melboume University Press, 1974), 16-18. 
William Charles Wentworth, A Statistical, Historical and Political Description of the Colony of New South 
IVales, and its Dependent Settlements in Van Dieman's Land (London: np., 1819). 
Inglis, Australian colonists, 19. 
^ H. Reynolds, '"Men of substance and deservedly good repute": The Tasmanian gentry 1856-1875', 
Australian Journal of Politics and History, 15, 3, Dec. 1969, 61-2. 
^ Sydney Herald 23 Feb. 1837 in Michael Roe, Quest for authority in Eastern Australia 1835-1851 
(Parkville: Melboume University Press, 1965), 26-7. 
' C.P. Hodgson, Reminiscences, 5. 
One of these young men was Arthur Hodgson. His background and early life hardly 
corresponded with the path he chose to follow at the age of twenty when he migrated 
from England to become an Australian settler. Hodgson was bom at Rickmansworth, 
Hertfordshire on 29 June 1818, the eldest son of the Reverend Edward Hodgson and his 
third wife Charlotte whose family seat was Trumpington Hall, Cambridge. The 
Reverend Hodgson had an older son by a previous marriage. Hodgson's genealogy is 
well documented in Sir Bernard Burke's Colonial gentry, revealing many distinguished 
descendants from Brian Hodgson (1706-1781) whose apparent main claim to fame was 
having his full-length portrait painted by Vandermin in 1727.^ There were many 
clergymen ancestors in Hodgson's family tree and one bishop of London, which may 
account for Hodgson's life-long attachment to his religious beliefs. 
As a clergyman Edward Hodgson was one of the lesser nobility. This group occupied 
the bottom mng of the chart which ranked in status the upper strata of society in 
England. As such he was a gentleman, a term which marked 'the exact point at which 
the traditional social system divided up the population into two extremely unequal 
sections'. Only a fraction of the people in England belonged to the gentry or above.^ 
Yet to be active in the historical process one had to be a gentleman. 
This aristocratic system, based on the inheritance or possession of large landed estates, 
became entrenched in Britain from the late seventeenth century. Even after the Reform 
Bill of 1832, which fostered a policy of giving power to the middle classes, the landed 
gentry remained in control of govemment although political representation had passed 
from aristocratic hands.^° Edward Hodgson probably defended this hierarchal system 
for, as a member of the clergy, he was one of the most dependent of professions.^^ His 
Bemard Burke, A genealogical and heraldic history of the colonial gentry (London: Heraldry Today, 
1970), 407-8. 
9 
Laslett, The world we have lost, 27. 
Christie, The transition from aristocracy 1832-1867, 66,114. 
Perkin, The origins of modern English society, 255. 
10 
son, Arthur, spent his formative years during a time of vast change in the English 
societal system. The great social and political power previously exercised by the mling 
class was diminishing; yet Hodgson was no doubt aware of the enormous influence 
bestowed by the ownership of land. 
Little is known of Hodgson's early childhood, but stability of the family home is 
suggested by the fact that his father was Vicar of Rickmansworth for forty-eight years, 
a position associated with respect in English village life. Although Edward Hodgson 
was not wealthy, he sent his son Arthur at the age of ten, to Eton College for five 
years, from 1828 to 1833.^^ Eton, an English public school for the upper classes, was 
considered a 'national institution'. The emphasis was on a classical education, in which 
a knowledge of the great orators of Greek and Rome was considered an apt training for 
a career in the House of Commons. Hodgson's fondness of public speaking was 
probably fostered at Eton. Here he mixed with the wealthy landed aristocracy and was 
educated according to their traditions.^^ 
As Hodgson was not the eldest son of a landed aristocrat his choices for a career after 
leaving Eton in 1833 were limited. It has been suggested that a gentleman could only 
respectably enter the church, the army, the navy or the law.''* Hodgson chose the navy, 
which may have been a reflection on the financial status of his father, as commissions 
could not be purchased in this service. This would have saved the embarrassment of 
requiring funds to promote his son in another profession, and no doubt the system of 
patronage could be relied upon for a naval position.'^ It was still considered a parental 
12 
Burke, Colonial gentry, 408; Vere Hodgson, Information on Sir Arthur Hodgson's life, Arthur Hodgson 
papers, Private Collection: Mr A.B. Hodgson, Fumers Green, Sussex, England. 
13 Christie, Transition from aristocracy, 28-9. 
Christie, Transition from aristocracy, 22. 
'^ Perkin, Origin of modern English society, 45-6. 
11 
responsibility for those 'of means', to give the children a 'start in life' which would 
enable them 'to achieve economic independence'.'^ 
In a joumal commenced on the 19 March 1834 on board his assigned ship, HMS 
Canopus, Hodgson wrote of leaving his parents to enter the Royal Navy, where he 
became a midshipman.'^ While most of the joumal was occupied with technical details 
of the ship's progress, the first signs of discontent with his chosen career appear on the 
last two pages of this joumal. It takes the form of a reflection of a midshipman's 
prospects: 
It is against the dictates of justice, reason & clemency, the way in which 
midshipmen are brought up deprived of ordinary comforts & common place 
education, in expectation of - what? of £90 per annum as the reward of long 
years of toyle[sic] in pestilenrial climates.'^ 
In spite of obvious discontent, Hodgson continued to serve the navy, documenting visits 
to areas such as Syracuse, Malta, and Greece in a joumal written between 20 April and 
27 August 1836.'^ His yen for a different way of life concurred with his resignation 
from the navy in 1837. In a note written on board HMS Canopus on 18 Febmary, the 
day he left the Royal Navy, he acknowledged a debt which proved to be of great 
benefit to him later in his life. After three years service Hodgson wrote that the navy 
had given him 'a knowledge of men and the world which 1 could not have acquired on 
shore [and he left] with mixed feelings of sorrow and regret'. He was convinced that he 
should never have entered this service .^ ° 
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The desire for further education may have influenced Hodgson in his decision to resign 
from the navy, for he was admitted to Corpus Christi College, Cambridge in May 1837. 
While he did not complete his degree, he achieved Class I in the examinations of 1837 
and 1838, being awarded in each case a book prize of £2. Soon after his admission in 
1837 Hodgson was elected to a Nawson Scholarship which was valued at £30 per year. 
Details of the subjects that Hodgson studied are not available but it is known that they 
would have included classics, divinity and mathematics.^' Thus Hodgson's education at 
Eton, in the navy and at Cambridge University was that of a gentleman. Although this 
had very little relevance to a life in the Australian bush, it no doubt enhanced his 
prospects in other endeavours throughout his career. 
What great impulse persuaded Hodgson to terminate his studies at Cambridge 
University and emigrate to a distant land of uncertain future? Was the desire to make a 
fortune so strong, or was this tinged with a sense of adventure? Though no direct 
evidence is available, Hodgson was no doubt aware that there was little opportunity for 
him to gain any status in English society without the possession of land. He would also 
have realized that the professions were over serviced. Thus he probably reckoned on 
emigration as being worth the risk. Christopher Pemberton Hodgson, Arthur's brother, 
suggested that many well educated gentlemen left home 'to undergo a temporary exile 
preparatory to the gaining of an imaginary independence.'^^ 
While Arthur Hodgson does not reveal his reasons, the people who gathered around him 
in the early days of the Darling Downs formed a network of friends, relatives and 
associates. This suggests that the idea to emigrate was bandied about in the schools, 
colleges, homes and perhaps clubs, capturing the imagination of the young men of this 
generation. Amongst the group that formed Hodgson's circle of friends during the 
earliest days of his life on the Darling Downs was a clergyman's son, a messmate of 
21 
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Hodgson and two cousins.^^ Was it coincidence that Henry Coxen, an early settler on 
the Darling Downs, was an old Etonian, and that his and Robert Ramsay's fathers were 
both captains in the 14th Regiment?^"* Ramsay settled on the Downs in 1848 and 
became a partner of Hodgson's Eton Vale mn in 1867. 
There was also a link in the network with the Macarthur and Davidson families. 
Patrick Leslie, whom Hodgson followed to the Downs, was related through his mother 
to the well-known Davidson family who were responsible for bringing the Macarthur 
family to govemment notice in London.^ ^ A letter written by the Reverend Hodgson to 
Arthur in 1840 indicates that the Macarthurs were known to the Hodgson family .^ ^ 
This may have been a new relationship in 1840, but many years later Hodgson 
described James Macarthur as 'an old and much respected fri end'.^ ^ Hodgson sailed to 
Australia on one of the Macarthur bounty ships, whose passengers also included two 
brothers, Walter and George Leslie. Their brother, Patrick, was responsible for the first 
white occupation of the Darling Downs.^^ The late 1830s was a very prosperous period 
for the Macarthur family and no doubt their success influenced those young men who 
were ready and willing for some adventure. 
The Macarthur family fortunes were established by John Macarthur who arrived in 
Australia as an army officer in 1790. He became a landowner and trader and his 
pastoral holdings flourished after he persuaded the British Govemment to grant him 
23 
Henry Stuart Russell, The Genesis of Queensland: An account of the first exploring joumeys to and over 
Darling Downs, the earliest days of their occupation, social life, station seeking, the course of discovery, 
northward and westward, and a resume of the causes which led to separation from New South Wales, with 
portrait and fascimiles of maps, log etc. etc. (Sydney: Turner and Henderson, 1888), 237. 
24 
Douglas Pike, ed., ADB, vol. 3, 488; Bede Nairn, ed., ADB, vol. 6 (Carlton, Victoria: Melbourne 
University Press, 1976), 4-5. 
Alan Atkinson, Camden (Melboume: Oxford University Press, 1988), 10. 
^^  Sir Arthur Hodgson Papers, 1850-1889, AJCP 789-90, JOL MF 0073. 
27 
Pastoral leases bill debate, Queensland Parliamentary Debates [QPD], vol. 9, 27 May 1869, 213. 
28 
Atkinson, Camden, 38-9. 
14 
land on which to experiment with growing wool from Spanish merino sheep. 
Pastoralists such as the Macarthur family formed an 'exclusionist' class in New South 
Wales society, being leaders of the social ladder who were free from convict taint. The 
term 'pure merino' became associated with this group.^^ Later the term was applied to 
'a group of aristocratic pastoralists of excellent family connections' who became the 
leaders of Darling Downs society, one of whom was Arthur Hodgson.^° 
A quotation, which Hodgson attributes to [Thomas] Gray, written on the flyleaf of the 
joumal he used during his maiden voyage to Australia, expresses the belief that 'a line 
on the spot is worth half a page of recollections'.^' There follows a fairly 
comprehensive diary of his joumey to Australia, which unfortunately appears to be the 
only time, apart from a joumal of his voyage on the Walmer Castle in 1847 and his 
account books, that Hodgson remembered the value of contemporary observations as 
opposed to recollection. His joumals henceforth are comprised of jottings of figures, 
calculations and the occasional order conceming staff, interspersed with the conclusion 
of a shipboard debate or the lines of a stage play. This reflects either a very busy life-
style or a scarcity of writing material in the pioneering days of Queensland. 
Hodgson departed for Australia on the Royal George, stating that he 'bade farewell to 
British shores' on 31 October 1838. He related in his joumal that there were three 
cheers for Major Macarthur as that gentleman left the ship.^ ^ No doubt this was 
Edward Macarthur, who was responsible for choosing the English emigrants taking part 
in the bounty scheme which settled young families in Australia from troubled areas of 
England.^^ Hodgson, who was one of sixteen single men between decks, procured a 
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passage on this ship for £95.^'' Hodgson's farewell from England appeared to have been 
an anti-climax, as the ship anchored again at Ryde because of gales, during which the 
young sailor was 'terribly sick'. The ship's delay enabled a surprise visit from the 
Reverend Hodgson, where father and son walked about Ryde, no doubt full of 
apprehension. This is reflected in the fact that the Reverend Hodgson followed the ship 
to Portsmouth, the port from which Arthur said a final farewell to his father on 8 
November, and to his mother and sisters, Mary and Charlotte, on 11 November 1838. 
The voyage to Australia was uneventful, but the presence of Hodgson's joumal allows 
for comparison with later voyages. The Royal George averaged 210 miles every 24 
hours, travelling via Lisbon, Gibraltar, Madeira and the Canary Islands to South Africa. 
Much of Hodgson's diary is concemed with technical details regarding the strength and 
type of breeze and the number of miles coursed. Some incidents impressed Hodgson, 
warranting a reference in his joumal. These included an entry regarding the crew 
catching a 'paupus' which was considered a great delicacy; a note that fresh meat was a 
luxury reserved for Christmas Day; and that church services were held on the quarter 
deck. One sermon in particular, delivered by James Macarthur, appears to have made 
an impression on Hodgson. It was entitled 'Where women are, mischief is sure to 
exist', which Hodgson suspected was a 'gentle hint to some of the cuddy passengers'. 
Alan Atkinson suggests that this was in response to some quarrelling below decks in 
mid-Atlantic.^^ This strange attitude may have made a lasting impression on Hodgson 
as many years later, while on a visit to New York, he noticed how much better the 
American women were treated in comparison with his experienced^ 
At this early stage of what is known of Hodgson's life it is evident that he mixed in the 
company of those who would be considered gentlemen. When the ship docked at Ryde 
"^^  Emigration correspondence 1836-1847, Macarthur papers, vol. 22, 219, ML A2918; Atkinson, Camden, 
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because of bad weather, Hodgson's diary entry reveals that he dined on shore with 
Admiral Bouverie, whose son was probably one of those comprising the sixteen single 
men on board the Royal George. Whether Hodgson knew any of his travelling 
companions prior to departure is not known. When the ship anchored in Table Bay at 
Cape Town, Hodgson, with those he called 'my companions', took a brisk walk to 
George's Hotel after 'being permed up on board'. The companions included 'Bigge, 
Bouverie, Bumett and Isaac', the latter being associated with Hodgson at a later date on 
the Darling Downs. The things that impressed Hodgson most about Cape Town were 
that 'every gentleman has four horses to draw his carriage' and that the population 
included 'the world from a Hottentot to an Englishman'. 
J.P. Bouverie may have proved a fortuitous companion for Hodgson. In the company 
of this young gentleman, Hodgson went to Newlands near Cape Town to deliver letters 
to Mr Justice Menzies. On this sojoum from the ship they called on Colonel Bell 
where they were introduced to 'Mrs Admiral Elliott [sic] and her daughter', who invited 
them to dine and sleep the next day. Hodgson learnt that Mrs Elliot's son, Gilbert, was 
aide-de-camp to the governor of New South Wales, Sir George Gipps."'' No doubt 
letters of introduction were offered as Gilbert Elliot resigned from the position of aide-
de-camp in 1840 to become Hodgson's partner in a squatting enterprise, a partnership 
which lasted until 1845.^ ^ It may have been from this source that Hodgson acquired a 
letter of introduction to Sir George Gipps. He later acknowledged that his letter of 
introduction to the govemor of New South Wales was the 'open sesame' for his 
immediate future.^ ^ 
The Royal George left Cape Town on Friday 25 January and arrived off the coast of 
Australia on Sunday 10 March 1839. Hodgson made the following entry in his joumal: 
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'This moming at six o'clock we were abreast of Lake lUawara [sic] and about 20 miles 
south of it; a fine, bold coast, covered with the everlasting Eucalyptus or Gum Tree of 
New Holland...sighted Sidney [sic] Lighthouse at 3 o'clock.'""^ One of the last entries 
that Hodgson made on board the Royal George in a new joumal was an inventory of 
his belongings, which included a methodical list of his clothing.'*^ No doubt his training 
in the Royal Navy prepared him for paying attention to detail, a characteristic which 
remained dominant throughout his life. This may have been one reason that he 
survived the early years of squatting while some of his compatriots succumbed to the 
recession. 
Hodgson's inventory included a list concerning his financial position. It indicated that 
his 'outfit' cost forty-nine pounds seventeen shillings, which did not include necessary 
items for the Australian bush such as saddlery, carpenter's tool chest and stationery. 
What is important is Hodgson's apparent capital worth for his Australian enterprise. 
According to this list he had access to £1,500, which included a letter of credit of £400. 
A letter written by the Reverend Hodgson to Arthur in 1840 indicated that £400 was the 
amount of patrimony which each Hodgson son received for his Australian venture."*^ 
Thus it appears that Hodgson embarked on his quest to become a landowning 
gentleman in Australia with the sum of £1,500 to his credit. 
With characteristic thoroughness, Hodgson had apparently investigated the business 
aspect of the pastoral industry prior to his arrival. The calculations in his joumal reflect 
the expectations on the increase of a flock of sheep over a five year period, starting 
with a figure of perhaps 2,000 maiden ewes, which were purchased so as to drop their 
first lambs in April 1838. By the sixth year there would be a total of 24,500 sheep. 
As Hodgson was not in Australia at that time he probably took these figures from a 
'^ Royal George journal, Hodgson Papers. 
''^  Private joumal, 10 March 1839, Hodgson Papers. 
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joumal or perhaps firom discussions with James Macarthur en route to Australia. He 
apparently discussed the pastoral industry with Macarthur, as much later in his career 
'he recollected asking that gentleman, during the voyage out, whether he could become 
a squatter on his arrival in the colony'? The reply he received was: "Oh dear! no; a 
squatter is only a lawless cattle stealer."'*^ 
It is interesting to note that the deductions that Hodgson made were based on capital of 
£3,000, only half of which he possessed. This may indicate that he intended taking a 
partner. With £3,000 capital Hodgson deduced that he could purchase 2,000 sheep; 
£500 would be required for rams, horses, drays and supplies. He worked on the 
principle that there would be no sales until the end of the fifth year, allowing for the 
reduction in prices of ewes from thirty to twenty shillings and wethers from fifteen to 
ten shillings. With an estimated 20,000 head of sheep, 10,000 could be sold for £7,500 
while wool sales would amount to £4,968 at one shilling and six pence per pound. His 
calculated expenses for lamb supervisor and overseer, shepherds, watchmen, teamsters, 
labourers, provisions for all, as well as equipment came to £2,666. Thus in the sixth 
year Hodgson's calculated profit would be £9,802. There is a memo concerning the 
management of stock: 'In disposing of the stock care should be taken to sell all the old 
ewes and wethers retaining the young and healthy'.*^ 
An indication of the optimism with regard to the wool industry, and of Hodgson's 
intention of his sojoum in Australia being of a temporary nature, is perhaps reflected in 
the following passage of his joumal. He stated: 'As there is however scarcely a doubt 
of wool keeping up its price for the next ten years it would be most profitable to keep 
on the concem for that period keeping only 20,000 sheep and selling annually all above 
that quantity.'"^^ It was no doubt a great disappointment to Hodgson on his arrival in 
Sydney to find that he was unable to put into practice immediately his research 
'^^ QPD, vol. 9, 27 May 1869, 213. 
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regarding pastoral management. He could not afford to purchase land which had risen 
from five to twelve shillings an acre while he was en route from England. Thus, 
instead of fulfilling his intention to become a settler, Hodgson 'determined to tum 
squatter'.^^ 
Prior to achieving this new ambition it was necessary for Hodgson to gain some 
'colonial experience'. Sydney hospitality was apparently warm for the new arrival, 
especially if letters of introduction were forthcoming. But there were traps for the 
unwary, about which C.P. Hodgson wamed in his 1846 publication. There was always 
the danger of being hoodwinked by 'so-called gentlemen' who 'having plied their guests 
with cups of rosy wine, have extracted from them the amount of their funds', thus 
denuding the unsuspecting new-comer."^^ Hodgson does not appear to have delayed 
long in Sydney as he gave his services 'gratuitously', which he feared were of little 
value, on a property 300 miles inland from Sydney while gaining his colonial 
experience.''^ A list of pasture licences advertised in the New South Wales Government 
Gazette suggests that Hodgson's first foray into becoming a squatter occurred in 
Febmary 1840, when he was given permission to depasture stock on a mn called 
Yarrowitch West in the New England District.'*^ 
Thus this well educated young English gentleman was on his way to achieving his 
aspiration to become an Australian landowner, although at this stage there was no 
certainty regarding this fact. While his education as a gentleman hardly equipped him 
for a life in the isolated Australian bush, Hodgson had the advantage of his naval 
service, during which he became accustomed to doing without the comforts of home. It 
also encouraged self-discipline, and contributed to his knowledge of men and the world. 
Arthur Hodgson, Sheep farming in Australia', (Birmingham: Birmingham Daily Gazette, 1878), 5, RCI 
8+/2. 
C.P. Hodgson, Reminiscences, 20. 
Hodgson, 'Sheep farming in Australia', 5. 
'^^ NSWGG, vol. 1, Wed. 19 Feb. 1840, 170. 
20 
Hodgson had shown himself so far to be methodical and thorough, paying attention to 
detail and researching his endeavours. His education, experience and his personal traits 
probably enhanced his success as a pioneer squatter. Also in his favour was the 
significant connection with the Macarthur family and his influential introductions into 
Australian society. 
Yet Hodgson knew he was taking a calculated risk, as the government, while fostering 
this type of squatting occupation for a licence fee, had no intention of selling the crown 
lands beyond the gazetted counties. The problem that the govemment faced was that 
Hodgson was but one of a group whose families were well known in English society. 
It was as a member of this group that Hodgson, after a year's experience in the pastoral 
industry, decided to go 'beyond the boundaries' to take up land 600 miles north of 
Sydney, on the Darling Downs. 
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Chapter 2 
SQUATTING, A MEANS TO AN END 
The acquisition of land, so important for gentlemanly status, was paramount to Arthur 
Hodgson's plan for his life in Australia. In an address given in 1878 Hodgson 
commented that he fully intended to become 'a settler, but with my very small capital I 
found this to be impracticable, owing to the govemment price of land having been 
advanced from 5s to 12s an acre two months previous to my arrival,... I therefore 
determined to tum squatter'.^ In Hodgson's view, being a settler was synonymous with 
the ownership of land, but squatting was evidently the only means for him to become a 
landholder. He was aware that settlers such as James Macarthur, with whom he 
travelled on the Royal George to Australia, considered squatters to be lawless cattle 
thieves. 
The antagonism felt by the established landholders towards the squatters arose from the 
inability of the holders of grants, through the restriction of quit rents, to compete with 
the squatters, who had long cheap leases. They also found squatting unacceptable until 
it was 'brought within the framework of land ownership and attachment to the soil'.^ 
The term 'squatter' did gain in respectability after the Crown Lands Act of 1836. This 
act acknowledged the value of the pastoral industry to the Australian economy, 
sanctioning the occupation of crown lands beyond the boundaries for payment of a 
licence fee of £10 per year.^ While the act legalized squatting and respectable men 
endeavoured to seek legal approval for their holdings, the unscmpulous were still able 
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to evade the law. The act 'had sanctioned occupation but provided no means of 
controlling it'.'* 
This expansion of squatting provided a dilemma for the governor of New South Wales, 
Sir George Gipps, as reflected in a despatch to the secretary of state, Lord John Russell 
in 1840: 
As well might it be attempted to confine the Arabs of the Desert within a circle 
traced upon their sands, as to confine the grazier or wool-growers of New South 
Wales within any bounds that can possibly be assigned to them,... Amongst the 
squatters of New South Wales are the wealthiest of the land, occupying with the 
permission of government, thousands and tens of thousands of acres. Young 
men of good family and connexions in England, officers of the army and navy, 
graduates of Oxford and Cambridge, are also in no small number amongst 
them.^ 
Gipps' description fitted perfectly the new wave of squatters on the Darling Downs, one 
of whom was Arthur Hodgson. He was soon influenced by the feverish expansion of 
squatting as settlers pushed further afield in search of good pastoral land. Although no 
legislation was in place to cater for this type of occupation, Hodgson stated that the 
government had fostered it in the conviction that it was 'essential to the prosperity of 
the colony'.*' 
The Darling Downs, named in honour of Governor Darling, had remained unoccupied 
by white man since Allan Cunningham's discovery in 1827. Cunningham described the 
Darling Downs thus: 
These extensive tracts of clear pastoral country,... commence about the parallel 
of 28°S., and stretch to 150°E. Deep ponds...extend along their central flats. 
The lower grounds thus permanently watered, present flats which furnish an 
almost inexhaustible range of cattle pasture at all seasons of the year - ...From 
these central grounds rise downs of a rich, black, and dry soil, and very ample 
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surface; and as they fumish abundance of grass, and are conveniently watered, 
they constitute a valuable and sound sheep pasture.^ 
In July 1840 Hodgson, at a camp site in New England, met Patrick Leslie, the brother 
of Walter and George whh whom Hodgson had sailed from England. Leslie was 
retuming from an exploratory joumey to the Darling Downs, about which he had been 
given information by his friend Allan Cunningham. According to fellow squatter and 
later historian, Henry Stuart Russell, Hodgson showed the 'keen judgement' which 
resulted in a successful pastoral life by waiting to hear the results of Leslie's joumey. 
In his diary notes to Russell, Leslie stated that Hodgson was 'very unsettled as to 
whether he would go to the Clarence or follow out my line to the Darling Downs, but 1 
had no difficulty in persuading him to take the latter course'. Hodgson was easily 
tempted by Leslie's glowing reports of the northem region. Thus he became the first 
person in the company of Frederick Isaac, and his brother Pemberton and Gilbert Elliot, 
to be guided by what became known as 'Leslie's marked tree line'. Hodgson arrived on 
the Darling Downs in September 1840 and took up an area which he named Eton Vale. 
Russell, not initially impressed with the country, later described it as 'an Elysian field' 
and the mn taken up by Hodgson and Elliot as a 'long reach of treeless...grass plain'. 
This was registered in 1844 as being an area of sixteen by ten miles.^ 
In June 1840 Patrick Leslie and his brothers had taken up enough land to form what 
John Campbell called 'a principality'. Later they relinquished some, establishing 
themselves at Toolburra and Canning Downs. Hodgson and Elliot, the second white 
settlers, were followed closely by Joseph King and James Sibley, who formed a mn on 
Haldon Creek. Gowrie Creek was claimed for Henry Hughes and Henry Isaacs by the 
latter's younger brother, Frederick, and John Campbell moved from Bebo to 
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Westbrook.^ Emest Dalrymple, who had accompanied the Leslie brothers to Australia, 
established Goomburra. '^^  Russell, a relation of the Hodgson brothers whom he met 
accidentally in Sydney, accompanied the Hodgson party to the Downs. He later took 
up Cecil Plains, the only cattle property among the sheep mns. Gerald Brooks and 
'Dick' Glover, friends of Hodgson, and Russell's brother Sydenham became his 
partners." Most of these young men, who came in person to claim their mns, fitted 
Governor Gipps' description. But how representative of this early group was Arthur 
Hodgson? 
In considering what is known of this group of pioneers, it appears that Hodgson, with 
the exception of Campbell, King and Sibley, was fairly typical. Campbell is thought to 
have come to Australia by way of Canada, being occupied as a tinsmith prior to taking 
up his first holdings on the Hunter and Gwydir Rivers.^^ Little is known of Sibley, 
while King's background was more humble in that he came to Van Dieman's Land as 
an 'indentured servant'.^^ King was probably the most experienced bushman among the 
group. 
The others, as Gipps observed, were 'young men, every way entitled to be called 
gentlemen - young men of education, and many of good family and connexions in 
Europe'.^ "* The Leslie brothers were sons of a Scottish laird. They were left in no 
doubt that they were gentleman, and should conduct themselves accordingly. In a letter 
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to Patrick, the basis of which was also intended for Walter and George, received prior 
to his migration to New South Wales, William Leslie gave the following advice: 
In regard to your temporal concerns, the strictest honor & integrity, accompanied 
by a rigid adherence to tmth, & straight-forwardness in all your thoughts, words, 
& actions, are not only of primary importance but of indispensable obligation.^^ 
Dalrymple was the sixth son of a Scottish baronet. As such the families of the Leslie 
brothers and Dalrymple belonged to the greater nobility in British society.^^ Elliot, the 
son of an Admiral, had recently resigned from the position of aide-de-camp to Govemor 
Gipps. Russell, educated at Harrow and Oxford University, was the son of an 
influential East India Company officer. Glover was an undergraduate of University 
College and the son of the Archdeacon of Norfolk.^^ Frederick Isaac, a ship-board 
companion of Hodgson who travelled to the Downs with this group, was the son of a 
respectable banker. He was 'well educated and very well connected'.'^ 
For his part, Hodgson was an ex-naval man educated at Eton College and Cambridge 
University. He was well connected on both his patemal and matemal sides. He was 
the son of a clergyman and his mother was the sister of Colonel Francis Charles 
Pemberton of Tmmpington Hall, Cambridge.^^ Yet what Elliot, Russell, Glover, Isaac 
and Hodgson lacked in rank compared with the Scottish contingent, they made up for in 
education and family status. Each one was the son of a person of influence in British 
society. 
This common element of influence resulted in notable letters of introduction to 
influential people in Australia, such as Hodgson's letter to the governor, Sir George 
'^  W. Leslie to Patrick Leslie, 16 October 1834, 3, JOL OM71-43. 
^^  L.J. Jay, 'Pioneer settlement on the Darling Downs', Scottish Geographical Journal, 73, 1957, 43; ADB, 
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Gipps. Also, nearly all of these young men had letters to the Macarthur family which 
seemed to stem largely from James Macarthur and Walter Stevenson Davidson. The 
latter, a leading figure in the Herries Farquhar bank in London, was a friend and 
business associate of John Macarthur. Jane, Davidson's sister, had married William 
Leslie, the ninth laird of Warthill and eighth of Folia. They were the parents of Patrick, 
Walter and George.^° All except Patrick Leslie, Russell, Brooks and Glover were 
amongst 'a gaggle of other more or less elegant young men' whom Miss Emmeline 
Macarthur suggested were escorted to Australia by James Macarthur and his wife.^ ^ 
Russell, Brooks and Glover became associated with this group by virtue of their 
relationship with the Hodgson brothers. Thus all of these young men formed a network 
which was associated with one of the most powerful families in Australia. 
The letters of introduction were a commanding medium, evidence of which is reflected 
early in the favour extended by Govemor Gipps to Leslie, Hodgson and Elliot for 
permission to bring their station supplies via the government schooner to the port of 
Brisbane in 1840.^ ^ At this time Brisbane was not a free settlement, occupation of land 
within fifty miles of the town was prohibited and squatting on the Darling Downs had 
not been legally sanctioned. Indeed Brisbane was not declared a free settlement until 
1842, long after the Downs squatters had enjoyed access to its port.^ ^ 
While Hodgson appears to be representative of the early squatters with regard to family 
background, education and influence, the one thing that may have set him apart from 
the others was the availability of funds. The patrimony which Hodgson received for his 
Australian venture was £400, although his itinerary on board the Royal George 
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suggested that he had access to £1500.^ '* This does not compare favourably with what 
is known of some of his fellow squatters. William Leslie, the father of Patrick, Walter 
and George, had made provision for £1000 each for their Australian venture, which 
their uncle, Walter Davidson, suggested be invested jointly in land. During their early 
financial difficulties they were able to call on extra funds from their father, and their 
brother in Canton. Henry Hughes, one partner for whom Frederick Isaac had taken up 
Gowrie Creek, 'had a capital of £8000 at his disposal'. Russell also had generous 
financial backing. This type of assistance was not available to the Hodgson brothers, as 
revealed in the Reverend Hodgson's disappointment in Pemberton's initial lavish life-
style in Sydney.^ The Reverend Hodgson's concem that Pemberton did not have 'much 
head' for financial matters appeared justified.^^ Though Arthur Hodgson had limited 
access to funds he was fortunate in his early partnership with Elliot. This limitation 
might have resulted in a cautious approach which also contributed to his success. 
Despite their general affluence there was one drawback which was common to most of 
these early squatters. Apart from the Leslie brothers, who had a farming background, 
none appeared to have any pastoral experience except a short apprenticeship in the New 
England area prior to their joumeys to the Darling Downs. This lack of knowledge no 
doubt led to a feeling of dependence on one another, which may have resulted in the 
initial bond of solidarity which increased as time passed. 
This bond is evident from the early days of life on the Downs when the habitation at 
Hodgson and Elliot's first head station, Dmmmer's, consisted of a tarpaulin. Dmmmer's 
was named after an assigned servant shepherd, when the head station was moved to 
Eton Vale, about 12 miles away. Eton Vale became the name of the property after 
Hodgson and James Rogers, the station overseer, found a knife made in Eton, England 
"^^  Private journal, Hodgson Papers; Edward Hodgson to Arthur Hodgson, Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL 
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in the ashes of an Aboriginal fire. In these early days a sense of adventure was 
apparent when 20 to 30 of Hodgson's guests would sit around in the open air eating the 
staple diet of damper and mutton, washed down with a quart-pot of tea. They light-
heartedly named this group 'Arthur's round table', a term which has often been used 
disparagingly by historians. Whether this group included the 'workers' who had 
accompanied Hodgson and Elliot is not known, as only the names of 'gentlemen' are 
included in the list in Russell's invaluable history. They were Murray, a brother of 
Lord Elibanke, Billy Barker, Rose, son of Sir G. Rose and a messmate of Hodgson, 
Brooks and Glover, sons of clergyman, Pemberton Hodgson and a younger brother 
Frank, and the two Russell brothers. Russell described the scene as they sat around the 
fire, 'the fumes of which impregnated the increasing discussions about sheep, cattle, 
wool, stations, stores, working bullocks, blacks, and 'Hell-hole' exploits, the knights of 
the red shirt awakened the echoes in this gay fashion of contentment, night after night, 
whence silence had reigned from the beginning'.^^ 
The white intmders failed to realize that although it was quiet, the area was the home to 
an estimated 3000 Aborigines.^^ Cunningham, during white man's first exploration of 
this area, saw very few Aborigines although there was evidence of their presence. Yet 
the well-watered lush district was an obvious habitat for game of all kinds, and thus a 
fine hunting ground. The Aborigines retaliated to the occupation of their land in the 
only way they knew, official retums showing that 13 white people were killed by 
Aborigines on the Darling Downs between 1841-44.^^ Statistics are not available 
regarding Aboriginal deaths, although an early reminiscence reflects on the punishment 
meted out by a party of whites against an Aboriginal 'outrage'.^° 
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Although the early settlers recognised that the land was the rightful possession of the 
Aborigines, their reminiscences reflect the Anglo-Saxon attitude shared by these 
gentlemen squatters. C.P. Hodgson justified the occupation of the land in terms of 
white man's 'superiority of civilisation' which vested in him 'the right to improve the 
gifts of Nature'.^^ Yet they failed to acknowledge or understand the Aborigines use of 
the land. A paternalistic attitude in keeping with their ideals as gentlemen was adopted. 
Arthur Hodgson stated that the Aborigines were allowed to roam about the property and 
were often clothed and fed by the squatter, but the only way the squatters knew how to 
deal with collision was by 'powder and shot'. He had first hand experience conceming 
Aboriginal aggression with the spearing of his employee, John Hill.^ ^ Conversely 
Aboriginal hostility towards the white intmder seemed justified, not only for seizing 
their land, hunting grounds and waterholes, but in the light of the actions of some white 
persons towards the Aborigines. 'Cocky' James Rogers, Hodgson's overseer who was 
dismissed soon after arriving on the Downs, was remembered in Ben Bolt's 
reminiscences for his skill in shooting a native from a distance of a mile and a half. A 
more public act of Rogers was to steal the bark gathered by the blacks for their 
dwellings.^^ This type of action resulted in reprisals by the Aborigines against people 
and stock, a confrontation that did not wane on the Downs until about 1845. 
Aggression against a common foe manifested itself in the solidarity of the squatting 
community, an extension of the male bonding as evidenced around the camp-fire. This 
solidarity was necessary also for the successful physical and economic development of 
the Darling Downs as the pioneers faced the challenge of opening up the land. At first 
it included all of the people involved, and these early days were as close to an 
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egalitarian spirit as the Downs' squatters would achieve, as everyone was dependent on 
the good will of his fellow man. 
Hodgson claimed it was difficult to tell 'master from servant' as all shared the duties of 
camp life, attired in outfits of 'corduroy trowsers [sic], not the cleanest, a blue or red 
serge shirt, with a black leather belt around the middle, a dusty straw hat, and dingy 
looking beard'.^ '^  John Campbell seemed surprised when he met Elliot, the son of an 
admiral, making a damper.^^ Evidence of a shared existence was reflected in one of 
Hodgson's early note books. It listed items borrowed by his closest neighbour Leslie, 
who lived approximately 50 miles away; 6 red shirts, flour, soap, bullock chains, 
blankets, wool bales.^^ Yet this shared existence did not come easily to the gentlemen 
squatters, as the changed circumstances forced them on many occasions to 'swallow 
one's pride'. Russell commented: 'Never before were masters...less than men. 
Shepherds, bullock drivers, hutkeepers were pets in our isolated dependence, and they 
knew h'.^ ^ 
It was a levelling experience for these young men who, apart from a common attire, 
shared the same privation of diet and lodging. Russell asserts that 'the green tea was 
always in the same kind of quart-pot: the mutton chop was always fried: the beef was 
always salt and boiled: the flour and water baked in a large oval shape in red hot 
ashes, called "damper", always hard and heavy: the sheet of bark, or canvas stretcher, 
for sleeping on, always ricketty [sic], and creaking at every change of posture'.^^ 
While master and servant shared much during these early days of settlement, there 
existed an attitude which set the gentlemen apart. This may have rested as much on 
their background as it did on their new responsibilities as investors. Evidence of this is 
"^^  Hodgson, Emigration to the Australian settlements, 18. 
^^  CampbeU, The early settlement of Queensland, 2. 
^^  Private journal, Hodgson Papers. 
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reflected in William Leslie's advice to Patrick. Firstly he was reminded of his attitude 
as a gentleman: 'Your kind Uncles recommendations will doubtless introduce you to 
the first families in Sidney [sic] & its dependencies, but the propriety of your own 
conduct & manners as a Gentleman can alone secure to you their future attentions & 
regard.' Secondly he was reminded of a suitable attitude towards the lower classes: 
'You will find the middling and lower ranks different from what you have been 
accustomed to see at home', and in describing the three classes of society involved in 
the agricultural industry, suggested a patemalistic attitude towards the third class. They 
were to be handled with kind but firm treatment.^^ Russell probably echoed the 
thoughts of all the stmggling squatters as he described the difficulties of dealing with 
the 'scarcity of labour...its despotic and insolent worthlessness'."^ Thus the division was 
apparent between master and servant. 
After the initial bonding in their isolated existence, the squatters began to depend on 
each other for their livelihood, especially in sharing labour. John Watts remembers 
helping with the mustering on many stations during 1848.'*^ Apart from anxiety 
conceming Aboriginal aggression, allied concems were the worry regarding disease in 
the flock, 'the surfeit of debt', and the vagaries of the wool market.'*^ These subsequent 
anxieties and responsibilities as employers and investors contributed towards the 
solidarity of the squatter relationship. This was strengthened by the class, kinship and 
network ties enjoyed by these early squatters. In this context, there can be perceived 
the formation of an elite social group in Darling Downs society. 
After a short period of time Arthur Hodgson emerged as a leader of this group. It was 
the need for a better route to the coast which early reflected Hodgson's leadership 
qualhies, since transport and communications were some of the earliest difficulties to be 
overcome by the squatters. Hodgson had first hand experience of these difficulties as 
^^  W. Leslie to Patrick, 16 October 1834, 4-5. 
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he and Elliot had ridden down to the settlement of Brisbane soon after taking up their 
mn on the Darling Downs. They were accompanied by an Aboriginal boy who lived 
with Hodgson for seven years. In his reminiscence 'Australia revisited 1874-1889', 
Hodgson claimed that he and his partner Elliot were the first white men 'to arrive in 
Brisbane overland from Sydney'. They made their joumey by way of Cunningham's 
Gap, a distance of about 70 miles, and were taken 'into custody' by a mounted constable 
when they were about seven miles from the 'settlement'. He had been forewarned by 
the local Aboriginal tribe that there were some "Jackeroos" on the Downs and had been 
ordered to look out for them. On their arrival in Brisbane a commissariat officer 
recognised Elliot, lately ADC to the govemor, Sir George Gipps. Hodgson had with 
him a letter from the governor permitting him to enter the settlement. This resulted in 
their spending the night 'hospitably lodged in the commandant's house, instead of in Her 
Majesty's gaol'. The object of their visit was to arrange the collection of their supplies 
which Gipps had permitted to be shipped to Brisbane in the government schooner.'*^ 
Elliot then travelled with the drays to Brisbane in October 1840, via Cunningham's Gap, 
to collect the much-needed stores, and was fortunate for his retum joumey in early 
November that Lieutenant Owen Gorman, commandant of the penal colony of Moreton 
Bay, had discovered a preferable route via what became known as Gorman's Gap, but 
which Elliot named "Hell's Hole". Gorman found the route with the help of John 
Baker, an escaped convict, who had lived with the Aborigines. The joumey was not 
without incident, as Elliot and the escort were threatened by natives, although no shots 
were fired. In spite of the difficulties, the new route was considered 'a red letter day' 
by the Downs' settlers, as the only altemative was overland to Maitland, a distance of 
about 600 miles.'" Yet a better route had to be found if the pastoral industry was to 
progress. 
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It was on Hodgson's initiative that this occurred. Teams of men from surrounding 
stations were gathered in order to cut 'a better line via Drayton'. Those who 
participated in clearing the track were Hodgson and Elliot, Sibley and King, Gore (from 
YandiUa), Hughes and Isaacs, Dennis (from Jimbour) and Campbell. The working bee 
took seven to ten days. The route was by way of Grantham and became the main 
passage between the northem Downs and Brisbane.'*^ This effort substantiated Thomas 
Acher's reflections that 'the squatter was his own explorer, his own surveyor and road 
and bridge maker, his own carrier, and too often his own shepherd, cook, bullock driver 
and laundress'."^^ 
Apart from the physical hardship of pioneering the first squatters shouldered the added 
burdens, often interrelated, of economic and natural disaster. They had the misfortune 
to begin their pastoral careers during a financial crisis in the colony which lasted from 
1841 to 1843. Hodgson was probably one of the first with news of the 'depression in 
Sydney' when he arrived back at the Dmmmer's, the head station, in Febmary 1841 
from a trip to the south to procure cattle. Many of the early settlers succumbed to the 
crisis, the severity of which Russell reflects upon: 'Wool must be sent down; interest of 
ten per cent on overdraft or debt won't do; a monetary crisis, too, is coming on; 
everyone down in the mouth; and that wretched bank in George Street has closed its 
doors'.'^ ^ 
Hodgson's note books, which show some Eton Vale financial figures interspersed with 
debating and ship-board theatrical notes, reveal an advance of £285 on 40 bales of wool 
for 1841. Other accounts show a total of £4,428 received for 1840-41. The 
expenditure on stock alone from 1841 to 1843 was £4,721.'*^ This allows some insight 
into the tight monetary situation. To place this further in perspective, labourers in 1843 
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received between £20-30 per annum with a good ration allowance. According to C.P. 
Hodgson's calculations, one shepherd was required for every 1000 sheep."^ ^ During the 
first five years of his squatting venture, Hodgson lost two-thirds of his capital.^° 
Natural disasters in the form of hail storms and flooding, and disease in sheep 
accentuated the economic crisis, which was world wide.^ ^ Yet the difficulty of the 
times, and perhaps the 'tenacity' and the sense of humour required to survive, was 
reflected in the fact that Hodgson was seen 'hawking legs of mutton in a butcher's tray 
on his shoulder at Brisbane'.^^ John Campbell claimed that it was the boiling down 
enterprise for the export of tallow, established in Brisbane in June 1843, that saved the 
squatters from min.^ ^ Some, such as the brothers of Russell and Hodgson, were not 
prepared for the hardship and sacrifice of pioneering life; for others, such as Arthur 
Hodgson, it was a ten year battle of losses, dangers and privation before he began to 
realise the 'small capital he brought out with him'.^ "* 
Privation was evident in their early living conditions. For twelve months a tent was the 
main dwelling on Eton Vale, after which a hut was built. C.P. Hodgson described the 
main hut as generally being forty feet long by fourteen feet wide. The huts were made 
of slabs fixed into heavy sleepers, and the roof was of bark or shingles.^^ Hodgson's 
was more modest as, according to Thomas Archer who visited in 1841, it was a 'slab 
hut, about sixteen feet by ten'. On entering this hut Archer observed a friend of the 
Hodgson's, the Honourable Mr Murray, 'reading at the fire with a pair of kid gloves on 
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his hands'. Archer claims that this was 'the first sign of civilization 1 had seen for 
y ears'.^^ 
Yet Hodgson's faith in the pastoral industry and his optimism regarding the 
advancement of civilisation was reflected in the fact that he offered his hand in 
marriage to a lady who was more used to a Sydney drawing room than the isolated 
Australian bush. In April 1842 he arrived from Sydney with his bride, Eliza. She 
exhibited a courageous spirit arriving on the Darling Downs at this time, when the 
conflict between the new settlers and the Aborigines was at its peak. As the newly 
married pair rode up Gorman's Gap they were under 'a very strong escort to guard them 
from the attack of the aboriginies [sic]'. With Eliza's appearance, Eton Vale 'became a 
place of great importance, and was always looked forward to by the Squatters and 
Jackeroos as a place of call'.^^ 
The benefit of a fortunate marriage no doubt contributed to Hodgson's success and 
strengthened his position in society. Eliza was the daughter of Sir James Dowling, the 
Chief Justice of New South Wales, who had arrived with his family at Port Jackson in 
1828. She was almost twenty-one when she married Hodgson at St James' Church in 
Sydney on 30 March 1842.^ ^ Eliza was the second white woman to arrive on the 
Downs, and her arrival stamped an air of permanency on Eton Vale.^ ^ Hodgson often 
paid tribute to her, 'a lady who was of a sufficiently romantic disposition to give this 
bush life a trial'.^ Again Hodgson had taken the lead and Eton Vale became an early 
focal point for social life on the Downs. It was one of the many stations, albeit mainly 
male establishments, mentioned by Russell where, during the first six years of 'a long, 
dreary, penniless period', hospitality was enjoyed.^ ^ 
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By June 1844 there were 28 females over twelve years of age on the Downs, and the 
microcosm of Eton Vale no doubt reflects the great influence of women on Darling 
Downs society during this early period.''^ The first noticeable influence was on the 
living conditions. On a second visit to Eton Vale in 1844 Archer commented on the 
'fine roomy cottage with a broad verandah' on which sat 'a distinguished looking lady 
with some lovely children'. This dwelling, built by Hodgson prior to his marriage and 
eighteen months after settling at Eton Vale, appears an improvement on the hut first 
mentioned by Archer.^^ Thus both living conditions and social life were enhanced by 
the presence of women. 
Governor Gipps was aware of the advantageous effect of wives and families going into 
the bush, overcoming what he called the 'untutored barbarism' of some of the English 
squatters.^ Hodgson attests the influence of female society on pastoral life: 
...it has created a very proper and necessary change in our life and manners, it 
has softened the hardships...and the happiest homes in Australia may invariably 
be found among those over which a lady presides, and the most contented and 
the most prosperous. Squatters may be ranked amongst those, who in woman's 
love have found a balm for disappointment, and the noblest stimulus to 
exertion.^^ 
By 1844 Eton Vale, which had a house, wool shed and eight huts, was a community of 
20 residents with 16 acres of land under cultivation. In 1847 the Hodgson family 
moved into a new shingled cottage with a 'boarded' floor.^ ^ Although security of tenure 
was not gained until 1847, the expansion in permanent fixtures on Eton Vale reflected 
Hodgson's optimism regarding his eventual ownership of the land. It also indicated that 
steady progress could be made in spite of the economic climate. In commenting on the 
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chances of survival in 'perpetrating unknown country' historian Stephen Roberts asserted 
that 'only the picked characters could come to success.' Hodgson had emerged as one 
of these.^' 
An indication of the steady progress being made by the squatters was reflected in the 
stock figures. In 1840 the Leslie brothers brought about 4,300 sheep to the Darling 
Downs.^ ^ Deductions in Hodgson's notebook indicated that he may have had about 
2,000 sheep and some rams.^^ These men were the only ones to arrive in 1840 with 
their sheep, which were shom in November under primitive conditions in a 'makeshift 
shed' hampered by storms, and straying flocks.™ Yet the influx of other aspiring 
landholders was enormous during 1841. Some of the Leslie's mn was given over to 
fellow countrymen and relatives; Toolburra to W.F. Gordon, and Glengallen to the 
Campbell brothers. Rosenthal was claimed for the North British Australasian Company 
by Fred Bracker; the Gammie brothers took up an area which later became known as 
Talgai and the Gore family settled on an area later known as Yandilla.^^ Live stock 
retums for September 1843 showed a huge increase in numbers to 110,231 sheep and 
9,267 cattle.^^ Hodgson alone had increased his flock to 13,000 by 1844." 
On reporting his official visit to declare Brisbane a free settlement in May 1842, Gipps 
observed that there were about 45 stations 'behind and beyond Moreton Bay'; already 
1,800 bales of wool had been shipped from Brisbane that year, barely before it was 
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legal to do so.^ "* By 1845 the figure had increased to 2,313 bales and by 1846 to 3,200 
bales. This represented an increase in exports, with beef, tallow, hides, and timber 
providing the other main produce, from an estimated value of £43,000 to £50,000.^^ 
The infrastmcture for the manufacture, storage and export of this produce was being 
developed in Brisbane, albeit with some rivalry from Cleveland and Ipswich. Thomas 
Dowse, in considering Brisbane's fortunes in 1845, admitted that the squatters 'were the 
fountain from which all our profits are derived'.^'' Thus the influence of the squatters as 
a social group was evident beyond the confines of the Darling Downs. 
This influence was soon apparent also in official circles. Gipps, in spite of his dilemma 
regarding appropriate land legislation to control the squatters, was appreciative of them 
on two counts. The well-educated gentlemen were beneficial 'in lessening the mdeness 
of Society in what is called "the Bush'" and they also provided the materials for a local 
magistracy." As there was no law-enforcement body, Hodgson stated that the squatters 
took 'the law into their own hands, [and] disputes between master and servants were 
often settled in a very summary manner'.^^ This, according to Tom Petrie, entailed 
taking off their coats 'and after a round or two master and man would shake hands, 
good friends again'.^^ The squatters, with their appointments within the British judicial 
system, provided the mdiments of civilisation on the Darling Downs. St George Gore, 
a barrister who took up YandiUa in 1841, was appointed a magistrate of Moreton Bay 
in Febmary 1842. In April of that year Hodgson was appointed as a commissioner of 
the Supreme Court for the registry of deeds, to take bail and affidavits, and to examine 
witnesses. By Febmary 1844 there were the names of eight Downs' squatters, including 
original settlers such as Elliot, St John Gore, Hodgson and Patrick Leslie, among the 
'^^ Sir George Gipps to Lord Stanley, HRA ser. 1, vol. 22, 4 May 1842, 35. 
^^  SMH 16 Aug. 1845, 27 May 1846 in 577V, 107-8, 140. 
'^^ SMH 14 Jan. 1845 m BTN, 11. 
" NSWGG 28 June 1845, 650. 
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list of justices of the peace.^ '^  These appointments further strengthened the squatters' 
position in society. 
Squatting on the Darling Downs was given official recognition with the appointment of 
Christopher Rolleston as commissioner of crown lands in January 1843.^^ The new 
district, created from the New England District in May 1843, was defined as being: 
bounded on the south by a line extending due west, so as to intersect the top of 
Mount Girard, which is near the head of the north branch of the Clarence River, 
and dividing this from the New England District; on the east by the range 
dividing the eastem and westem waters, separating this from the Clarence River 
District and from the County of Stanley; and on the north and west the 
boundaries are indefinite. 
Rolleston selected a site on Eton Vale, later known as Cambooya, as his headquarters.^^ 
His background, as the son of an Anglican clergyman with recommendations to 
Govemor Gipps, was similar to some of the squatters over whose district he had official 
control.^ ^ Thus the squatters' social group extended to include the govemment 
representative on the Downs; Rolleston's diary and Russell's history reveal that the 
hospitality was reciprocal.^ "* 
While an air of permanency was becoming evident in the physical, social and official 
life on the Darling Downs, this was not reflected in the land legislation. This appeared 
to concem Gipps, as the numbers occupying land beyond the boundaries increased 'with 
no inducement to make permanent improvements on it'. He commented to Lord Stanley 
that there existed 'a race of Englishmen...of untutored barbarism', in general living in 
huts made of bark. He considered the time had arrived when the squatters should be 
afforded the opportunity 'of securing to themselves a permanent interest in some parts 
*^^  ADB vol. 4, 1976, 272-3; NSWGG 18 Febmary, 8 March 1842, 16 Febmary 1844; List of magistrates 9 
April 1842, HRA ser. 1, vol. 22, 1842, 21. 
^' NSWGG 3 January 1843, 2. 
^^  Skinner, 'Days of the squatting acts'. Part 2, 3, 22. 
^^  ADB, vol. 6, 1976, 55. 
^'^ 25 Jan. 1848, Diary, CCLDD 1 July 1845 to 21 Sept. 1852, QSA A/13771; RusseU, Genesis of 
Queensland, 352-3. 
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of the Lands they occupy'. In order to introduce some form of control, taking effect 
from 1 July 1845, Gipps proposed limiting the size of pastoral mns to no more than 20 
square miles. The carrying capacity was to be 4000 sheep and 500 head of cattle. A 
licence fee of £10 was proposed for each mn. A month later the purchase regulations 
allowed the option to the squatter, after five years, being able to purchase a homestead 
of 320 acres of each mn for a minimum price of £1 per acre. This of course caused an 
uproar among the squatters which prompted the following comment from Gipps: 'The 
outcry which has thus been raised shews how completely the occupiers of these lands 
have accustomed themselves to look on them as their own'.^ ^ Yet the occupiers were 
not prepared to make a permanent commitment while the uncertainty of right of 
occupation still existed. 
C.P. Hodgson possibly echoed the thoughts of the squatters that they deserved some 
assurance that their investment would be 'fixed on [a] permanent and immutable basis', 
as they were the ones who had braved the dangers on the chance of 'ultimate success'.^^ 
Protest meetings were held against Gipps' regulations of 1844, the first, which resulted 
in the formation of the Moreton Bay Pastoral Association, being in Brisbane on 7 May 
1844. Arthur Hodgson took a high profile in this endeavour, assuring the mral and 
townsfolk that 'it was only by studying the interests of the squatters that they could 
hope to exist'.^^ This was possibly the first time the squatters had banded together as a 
political group for a common cause. The furore gradually died down in the northem 
area as the Moreton Bay squatters became pre-occupied with the shortage of labour. 
Security of tenure was granted with the order-in-council of 1847, giving pre-emptive 
right and compensation for improvements, a move which was welcomed by the 
squatters. The new regulations, Roberts asserted, resulted in 'blocking up the land', the 
85 NSWGG 2 April 1844, 508; 28 June 1845, 650-8; Roberts, The squatting age, 291. 
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squatters becoming 'a monopolistic minority'.^^ As early as 1849 Arthur Hodgson 
attributed the improvement of living conditions at Eton Vale to the 1847 regulations, 
which extended the previous year by year lease to fourteen years. A prominent figure 
in public life, Dr John Dunmore Lang, and his followers, who favoured a yeomen 
society, claimed that the regulations favoured only one section of society.^^ 
Thus the 1847 regulations added to the animosity felt by the townsmen towards the 
squatters, fostering a division in society which intensified the squatters' attitude as a 
social group. The conflict was foreshadowed earlier in the difficulty the squatters 
experienced with the acquisition of labour. With the cessation of transportation there 
was a constant shortage. Immigrants were reluctant to venture away from the urban 
areas into the isolation and danger of working in the interior. The columns which the 
squatters' adversary Thomas Dowse wrote for the Sydney Morning Herald, reflected the 
extent to which the new settlement of Brisbane depended on the squatters and labour. 
On 28 June 1845, in considering the introduction of Pentonville exiles. Dowse appeared 
resigned to this as he wrote that 'labour must be sought if from somewhere, and...by 
I 90 
any means. 
Transportation had been abolished in New South Wales in 1840, and was no longer 
associated with the development of land after the forties in the southem colonies, except 
in Van Diemen's Land.^ ^ There was at this time an acute awareness of the moral and 
social implications of the convict system, such people as Lang becoming vocal in the 
conflict. He visited the Moreton Bay district in 1845 and suggested that 'the squatters 
were almost to a man mad for the resumption of transportation'.^^ The squatters were 
Roberts, The Squatting age, 270-1. For the official description of Hodgson's lease see NSWGG 2 August 
1848, 946, no. 7. 
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prepared to go to any lengths in their quest for labour, especially cheap labour. While 
the pastoral industry was not particularly labour intensive, there were times in the year 
such as the lambing season, when it was estimated that 400 extra hands would be 
required. In order to redress this situation the squatters took the initiative to find their 
own supply, calling for a meeting to discuss the problem. Subsequently, in 1846, a 
Moreton Bay Labour Fund was established, with the subscription being set at the rate of 
ten shillings per 1000 sheep and a similar sum for 250 head of cattle. Hodgson was at 
the forefront of this initiative, and in the absence of a secretary or treasurer assumed 
'stewardship' of the funds. With his characteristic thoroughness, in conjunction with 
Robert Graham, a list of receipts and payments was published on 12 December 1846. 
This programme resulted in the introduction of 175 labourers to the District.^^ 
Yet the labour shortage continued, resulting in initiatives to introduce Indian coolies, 
exiles from Van Diemen's Land and South Sea Islanders.^ "^ While convicts were refused 
a landing at Melboume, being instead accepted at Moreton Bay, the squatters kept up 
their clamour for a renewal of transportation.^^ During a trip to England from 1848 to 
1849, Hodgson decided to act on his own initiative, but no doubt with the blessing of 
his colleagues, to lobby for the squatters' cause. He stated in a speech in 1855 that he 
decided to act as all of his letters from 'this district complained from the want of 
labour'. In 1849 he obtained the signatures of six magistrates and stockholders of the 
district of Moreton Bay, namely Hughes, Bigge, Walter Leslie, Fairholme, Evan 
Mackenzie and his own, and sent a memorial from his father's home at Rickmansworth 
on 24 September to Earl Grey, colonial secretary of state, requesting 'the introduction 
and continuous supply of "Exiles" into that district'. Hodgson either had great influence 
or the need to be rid of convicts was pressing, as he received a reply on 13 October 
regarding the 'intention of Her Majesty's Govemment to dispatch almost immediately a 
'^ Moreton Bay Courier [MBC] 31 October, 12 December 1846. 
'"* MBC 26 December 1846, 15 May and 5 June 1847. 
^ Argus 9 August 1849 in Margaret Kiddle, Men of yesterday: A social history of the western district of 
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ship to Moreton Bay with convicts to whom Tickets of Leave will be assigned'.^*' In his 
endeavour and self-interest for labour at any price, Hodgson alienated himself from 
mainstream thought, which in Ipswich, Brisbane and in the south was dominated by an 
anti-transportationist view. When separation from New South Wales became the mse 
for the acquisition of labour, Hodgson proposed 'separation with exiles', a stance which 
caused him to become very unpopular.^^ 
Despite his unpopularity within the anti-transportation section of society by 1850, 
Hodgson had already shown that he possessed the characteristics that were necessary for 
success in pioneering a new district. His initial decision to go to the Downs was not 
taken with haste, but with judgement; and he approached the task with caution, perhaps 
a situation forced on him by his lack of funds. During the earliest days of opening up 
the land Hodgson revealed that he had leadership qualities which allowed him to take 
the initiative on many occasions. His early joumals showed that he kept an efficient set 
of accounts, a business acumen which no doubt enhanced his success. These 
conservative qualities were tempered by a sense of humour and a tenacity which would 
be pre-requisites for the cmde existence forced on the early settlers. The characteristics 
of self-interest and natural optimism no doubt gave him the courage to pursue his 
ambition to become a landholder. Apart from all of these attributes, Hodgson himself 
stated that 'poverty was a healthy stimulus to energetic action'.^^ 
Yet there were other stimuli which helped Hodgson over this difficult period. He was 
fortunate in his involvement with a like social and kinship group; this not only provided 
emotional support over the early lonely stage, but allowed privileges which would not 
have been possible to a group of settlers of lesser social status. This in tum led to his 
appointment in official positions which enhanced his status in society. He became a 
natural leader in the official organisations of the district. Finally, with regard to the 
'^ Hodgson et al., to Earl Grey 24 September 1849; Earl Grey to Hodgson 13 October 1849, JOL AJCP 
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portent for success, Hodgson made a fortunate marriage, the benefits of which he 
extolled on many occasions throughout his life. 
Athough Hodgson was not alone in possessing the characteristics for success, he did 
stand out as one who had the ability to develop his potential. The official record of the 
Darling Downs pastoral district proclaimed 49 mns gazetted for 1848. This list 
virtually signified the end of the squatting period, as the 1847 Act legally recognised 
the settlement of this area. There were about eleven names of the earliest settlers left 
on the list.^ ^ Of these, in considering the relevant records, the Leslie brothers and 
Hodgson appeared to have the highest profile, although others such as Hughes and the 
Isaacs brothers, were also involved in the political and practical issues that affected the 
pastoralists. Hodgson's contribution may have been more consistent, as the Leslie 
family was involved with financial difficulties during the early years, due to Patrick's 
feud with his uncle, Walter Davidson.^"^ Both Russell and the Leslie brothers had left 
the district by the mid-fifties, although Patrick did retum for a short period prior to 
leaving for England and settling in New Zealand.'"' Thus Hodgson and the Gore 
brothers, who came to the fore politically and socially later, provided the base on which 
the next wave of gentleman pastoralists created their milieu. By virtue of his 
continuous involvement since settlement, Hodgson became known as the leader of the 
'pure merinos'. 
It is pertinent to compare Hodgson with Evan Mackenzie, a Brisbane River Valley 
squatter who had similar potential for success, but whose dominance of that area lasted 
but a few years. Mackenzie, with his brother Colin and a contingent of Scottish 
labourers, settled on ICilcoy station about July 1841. While retaining an interest in the 
station, Evan Mackenzie's restless nature led him to seek his fortune as an entrepreneur 
^^  List of squatting mns m Darling Downs, Moreton Bay Districts, NSWGG 1848, 63-6. 
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in Brisbane when land was first auctioned in 1842.'°^ He could see great potential for 
Brisbane as an industrial and mercantile base, especially if the local trade could be 
wrested from southem dominance. He began his operation during an economically 
depressed time, yet was hailed as the saviour of the squatters with the boiling down and 
meat-curing enterprises which were commenced in 1843.'°^ 
Like Hodgson, Mackenzie's interest lay in the progress of the squatter and thus the 
prosperity of the district, yet unlike Hodgson he lost sight of the collective good in his 
ambition to become the sole economic power. At the height of his influence he was 
instmmental, with Hodgson taking a leading role, in the formation of the Moreton Bay 
Pastoral Association, becoming the chairman and spokesman for the pastoralists.'** Yet 
despite Mackenzie's positive role in the district's progress, his manipulation of the funds 
when the above association became the Moreton Bay District Association reflects his 
'contempt and aggression' generally to achieve his own aims. His 'treachery and 
mthlessness' in his business dealings resulted in his leaving the district in 1845, rejected 
by the 'whole colonial establishment'. Mackenzie's reputation in history has only 
recently been addressed with a balanced analysis of his character and achievements in 
Moreton Bay.'"^ 
A comparison of Mackenzie and Hodgson highlights the latter's achievement. Both 
men came from privileged backgrounds, were gentlemen, and were educated 
accordingly. This entailed being a leader of society, as well as adopting a paternalistic 
attitude towards the poor. In this respect both men were active members of the 
Moreton Bay Benevolent Society.'"^ While Mackenzie's patrimony was far in excess of 
Hodgson's, they otherwise began their pastoral careers on a similar footing. Yet by 
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1845 Mackenzie had failed, possibly due to his own impulsive nature which led him to 
over-speculate and over-reach, while Hodgson, with a more cautious approach, was 
moulding the foundation of a very successful pastoral career. 
John Watts stated that it was not luck, but Hodgson's 'unremitting pluck and 
perseverance' that generated his success.'"^ Yet this early period of pioneering the 
Darling Downs claimed casualties among the aspiring pastoralists. L.J. Jay asserted that 
the stations 'changed ownership with bewildering frequency'. A glance at the transfer of 
mns documented for January 1848 and September 1853 allows some insight to the 
changes that took place, as some squatters succumbed to the hardship and others 
acquired partners to tide them over the difficult times.'°^ 
Hodgson and Elliot's partnership ceased in April 1845. Little is known of Elliot after 
this period. He was often confused with another Gilbert Elliott who was appointed 
police magistrate of Parramatta in 1843. Sir George Gipps was at pains to distinguish 
between the two in a despatch to Lord Stanley, colonial secretary of state, in January 
1843. A comment by Russell suggested that Elliot died during the early years of 
settlement, while in a speech in 1855 Hodgson referred to him as 'the late Mr Gilbert 
Elliot'.'°^ He was alive on 1 April 1845 as he and Hodgson met James Coutts Crawford 
at the office of the agent Messrs William Smith and sons in Sydney. Crawford 
arranged to go into partnership with Hodgson in Eton Vale station, for which he paid 
the sum of £3,800, with 10,042 sheep, 350 head of cattle and 4 horses."° 
Crawford was bom in Scotland on 19 January 1817, the son of Captain J.C. Crawford 
R.N. and his second wife Jane Inglis. His mother died when he was very young, and 
his father when he was eleven years old. He was in the care of various relations, and 
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attended a variety of schools prior to being sent to Chichester, on the advice of his 
guardians, to prepare for naval college. There he did very well as a student. His 
service in the navy took him to South America, and the Mediterranean. In his diary he 
noted the name of a midshipman colleague as 'Hodgskin', but it is doubtful that this 
would be Arthur Hodgson as the date appears to be c. 1831, prior to Hodgson's naval 
experience. On coming of age in 1838, and apparently of independent means, Crawford 
determined to go to Australia. He travelled fairly extensively overland in Australia, and 
in New Zealand for which he had a particular affection. 
After an extended tour home to England in 1841, Crawford married the daughter of 
Admiral Dundas, on whose ship he had served. He retumed to Australia in 1844, 
where he settled in Sydney for a few years, only because the Maori conflict in New 
Zealand was too dangerous for his wife and family. He stated that he resolved to retum 
to Australia because of the failure of his agency firm, Messrs William Smith and Sons. 
Crawford gave a very graphic account of his observations regarding the change during 
his absence from 1841-44: 'The colony had certainly undergone a thorough financial [? 
collapse] and also a moral revolurion...the system of credit blown up with a tremendous 
explosion shattering like a bomb shell far and wide, and spreading bankmptcy and min 
over the land.' Crawford thought that the collapse had got rid of many of the villains.'" 
By September 1853 Crawford's partnership with Hodgson had ceased, at which time the 
mn became registered in the names of Hodgson and Davidson. The association with 
Gilbert Davidson, the son of Walter whom Hodgson escorted to Australia in 1849, was 
brief. The mn, in that same year, reverted to the ownership of Hodgson. After a 
period of sole ownership, Hodgson's manager John Watts became a partner in July 
1857."2 
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The change of partners in the Hodgson mn reflects generally the unsettled period of 
ownership of stations on the Darling Downs during the 1840s and early 1850s. With 
the settlement of new pastoral areas and the discovery of gold, the 1850s ushered in a 
period of buoyancy and expansion for the pastoralists. The 'golden age of the Pure 
Merinos' was considered to be from 1856 to 1866. It is maintained that 'between 1859 
and 1875 only six mns in the settled district changed hands as the result of financial 
disaster'."^ Thus it was inevitable that the pastoralists, because of their economic 
strength, formed an exclusive social group to become the leaders of society. 
In Marxist terms class conflict arises because of the conflicting interests of various 
groups in society."'* The squatters, by virtue of their class, kinship ties and early 
experiences, had formed a social group on the Darling Downs. Although the northem 
area was almost totally dependent on the squatters in economic terms, conflict arose 
initially over the methods used by the squatters to obtain labour. There was strong 
support in the rest of the community especially to keep the area free from further 
convict taint, a fact overridden by the squatters in their quest for labour. Further 
conflict arose when the squatters were successful in gaining security of tenure through 
the 1847 order-in-council, a move which resulted in a land grab by the squatters. Those 
who favoured a yeomen based society saw their hopes dashed with these regulations. 
The opposition to their plans strengthened the strong sense of solidarity in the squatter 
group. 
John Tosh has suggested that the solidarity of a group fosters class consciousness which 
is necessary if a group's members are to be politically effective."^ The beginning of 
this process was evident on the Darling Downs in the 1840s . In that development 
Hodgson took a very active role in the achievement of squatter influence. It was within 
this context that the foundation of a colonial gentry was probable, given the buoyant 
economic period of the fifties and early sixties in the pastoral industry. 
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Chapter 3 
COLONIAL WEALTH AND POWER 
Men make their own history, but they do not make it just as they please; they 
do not make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under 
circumstances directly encountered, given, and transmitted from the past.' 
This passage from Karl Marx, in The eighteenth brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, 
illustrates the development that transpired in Arthur Hodgson's life to the point where 
he became a large landholder on the Darling Downs. Although Hodgson possessed the 
characteristics for success, his decisions were often influenced by circumstances beyond 
his control. His decision to emigrate was largely due to the economic and demographic 
changes in the aristocracy and gentry when positions for the sons of gentry were in 
short supply. His determination to become a squatter on the Darling Downs resulted 
from a change in the govemment regulations concerning the price of land at the time of 
his arrival. 
While the squatters formed pressure groups to lobby for their security of tenure, the 
outcome was largely in the hands of the govemment. The 1847 order-in-council, which 
gave pre-emptive right to the land at a £1 an acre, played into the hands of the 
squatters. Almost by default, due to the wording of the order, Hodgson and his squatter 
contemporaries were able to buy vast sections of their mns, which resulted in their 
accumulating as a group enormous wealth and power. By 1865, when the pre-emptive 
right expired, 132,577 acres had been freeholded on the Darling Downs.^ In taking 
advantage of this regulation, Hodgson and his two subsequent partners were able to tum 
circumstance to profit. 
An analysis of Hodgson's personal affairs and the development of Eton Vale in 
reference to the land legislation, satisfies the demand for what social historian Lawrence 
Marx, The eighteenth brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, 15. 
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Stone termed 'new history'. With its concern for the relationship of man and society in 
the past, new history demands an analytical approach which asks why things happened 
and what were the consequences, rather than what happened and why.^ In using 
Hodgson as representative of the squatter group, it is possible to understand why an 
elite society formed on the Darling Downs over a twenty year period. The 
consequences of this, resulting in rivalry between two distinct groups in society, forms 
an important aspect of Queensland history. 
Hodgson's financial worth improved greatly with the gradual development of Eton Vale. 
This continued initially under the management of John Watts during the boom years 
from 1856 to 1866, then with Hodgson's subsequent managing partner, Robert Ramsay. 
Apart from the expansion and improvement in stock and the development of a stud, 
much of Eton Vale was freeholded by 1878. 
Hodgson was representative of the squatters of this period, although some did succumb 
to the financial crash in 1866. By virtue of their increased wealth, the squatters 
consolidated their political power, basically controlling the parliament for thirteen years 
after separation from New South Wales. 
The perceived injustice of squatter influence over land legislation, as well as the 
conflict that arose over the importation of labour, resulted in rivalry between the 
townsmen and the squatters. The culmination of this rivalry, reaching its climax in the 
quest for separation, resulted in the recognition of the squatters as a separate caste in 
society. As a leader of this group, Hodgson took a very high profile in the affairs of 
Moreton Bay; especially in the labour and separation issues. 
The first of Hodgson's partners was John Watts, who had arrived on the Downs in 
1846. He was bom in England on 27 Febmary 1821, the son of a surgeon. He 
^ Lawrence Stone, 'History and the social sciences in the twentieth century' in Charles F. DelzeU, ed., The 
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endeavoured to follow in his father's profession with instmction in Paris and England, 
but decided he would rather train for a colonial life. His first venture in Australia 
lasted from 1840 to 1843 where, in South Australia, he was the victim of fraud. 
Through his father's legal efforts. Watts recovered £300 of his £500 patrimony, before 
retuming to Australia. 
After arriving on the Downs Watts became involved with Arthur Hodgson through 
various positions of employment. Hodgson had sold a part of his mn, known to Watts 
as Budelaing (later Peel's Plains or Felton), to Captain Charles Mallard. It was then 
leased to H.P. Hicks and J.J. Whitting for five years before Captain Mallard, with Watts 
as manager, came to occupy it. The latter had an arrangement to rent the mn when the 
captain and his family retumed home, but, without Watts' knowledge. Mallard leased 
the mn in about 1851 to Alfred Sandeman. Again in 1854, Watts was "left out in the 
cold" whh regard to his agreement to rent Rosewood, which Gilbert Davidson sold to 
Hemy Mort. On both occasions Hodgson came to Watts' rescue, the first in offering 
him a position as stock manager, and, on the second occasion, the position of manager. 
While Hodgson would have required a manager, perhaps in anticipation of winning the 
election against Dr John Dunmore Lang in 1854, or as it transpired for his absence in 
England, Watts was always appreciative of Hodgson's kindness to him. In his 
reminiscences. Watts commented on Hodgson's good influence, even stimulating him to 
be an early riser, suggesting that success was bound to follow work that was done with 
'energy and judgement'. 
When Hodgson decided in 1856 to take the position of superintendent of the Australian 
Agricultural Company, to be based in Sydney, he offered Watts a share in Eton Vale. 
While the purchase price for this share is unclear, it is known that Watts was indebted 
to Hodgson to the sum of £13,000 after the valuation of his sheep. This he had cleared 
at the end of five years, as well as purchasing 40,000 acres of Eton Vale, and was "free 
of debt".'' Watts was obviously a very efficient and honest managing partner, to whom 
Watts, Reminiscences, passrni. 
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Hodgson would be indebted for capitalising on the buoyant period from 1856 to 1866. 
Watts sold his share of Eton Vale to Robert Ramsay in 1867 and retumed to live in 
England.^ 
Robert Ramsay, bom in London in 1818, was educated in Edinburgh and at Harrow. 
He was the son of a captain in the 14th regiment, thus having this in common with 
fellow squatter, Henry Coxen, who came to the Downs in 1842. Unlike Watts, Ramsay 
may have been a part of the social network, as Henry Stuart Russell was also educated 
at Harrow.^ Ramsay arrived on the Downs in 1848, taking over the license of Rosalie 
Plains from Russell, which he later shared in partnership with Captain Louis Hope. The 
partnership was dissolved in 1866, soon after which Ramsay bought Watts' share of 
Eton Vale.^ His partnership with Hodgson later included properties in north 
Queensland, as it became obvious that the southern pastoralists would have to give way 
to selection. In purchasing Oondooroo, near Winton, Messrs Ramsay Brothers and 
Hodgson developed the property regardless of cost. The firm also bought Elderslie, 
formerly a part of Lammermoor; Charlotte Plains in the Hughenden district; Burleigh in 
the Richmond district; and Disney in the Clermont district. The Ramsay brothers 
eventually bought the northem properties, and the partnership was dissolved in 1893 
when Eton Vale was divided and Ramsay took a part which he named Harrow.^ He 
was actively involved with Hodgson in taking advantage of the pre-emptive right 
regulations. Like Watts, he proved to be an efficient and honest managing partner. 
On his becoming managing partner in 1856, Watts lost no time in improving the Eton 
Vale stock, which at that stage consisted of 30,000 sheep, 1,000 cattle and about 50 
horses. His own flock included 6,000 ewes, with which he was able to increase the 
^ Watts, Reminiscences, 1, 90. There is a stained glass window at the church of Frampton-on-Sevem, Watts' 
family seat, in memory of his first wife, Jane Lambie, who died at Eton Vale on 13 Sept. 1863. Watts 
read of her death in a newspaper in Melboume on his retum from visiting England. 
^ The social and kinship network is discussed in Chapter 2, 25-7. 
^ ADB, vol. 3, 488; vol. 6, 4-5; Watts, Remmiscences, 82, 90; French, A pastoral romance, 24. 
^ W.H. Corfield, Reminiscences of Queensland 1862-1899 (Brisbane: A.H. Frater, 1921), 109-10; Firmin 
McKinnon, 'The late M.F. Ramsay, pioneer Queensland pastoralist', Pastoral Review, 58, 16 April 1948, 
322. 
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breeding flocks. As shepherds were in short supply, they were enticed to stay by being 
offered a reward 'of one shilling for every lamb over 80 per cent'. Within a year he 
said he was able to lamb about 20,000 a year and improve every year on the value of 
the clip. Watts stated that he was able to sell all that was produced at Eton Vale. At 
first, surplus stock was sent for boiling down to produce tallow. But it was the 
discovery of gold in 1850, the expansion of the pastoral industry and the increased price 
of wool that created the 'golden age' for the squatters. Wethers sent to the goldfields 
brought 12 to 14 shillings per head, while the ewes to stock the northem mns were sold 
at £1 each.^ In 1860 the average price of a bale of wool was £4 6s 6d, while one 
offered for sale in Paris fetched £48 Is lOd. Eton Vale wool fetched £30 10s per bale 
in 1870.'*^ 
The Eton Vale stud, largely attributed to Watts' skill with stock, was founded in 1850. 
It began with ten Spanish rams and two from the Steiger Saxon Merino flock, which 
soon gave Watts a 'flock of one thousand first class sheep'. In 1863, during his joumey 
to England, Watts travelled to Europe with Hodgson for pleasure, and to purchase stock 
for their stud. Hodgson was living in England at this time. They personally selected 
stock from the Silesian flock of a Prussian stud, the sire of which was a prize winner at 
the Berlin Exhibition. While there is some discrepancy between the facts provided by 
Watts and early historian Clarence Mclvor, it is apparent that Eton Vale developed into 
one of the well-known studs on the Darling Downs, providing progeny for both 
Queensland and national markets." Thus another important source of revenue was 
available to the Eton Vale proprietors. 
Hodgson's descendants have made available the squatter's books of accounts, which are 
an invaluable resource for analyzing the personal experiences of an actor in Queensland 
9 
Hodgson, 'Sheep farming in Australia', 14; Watts, Remmiscences, 44, 74; Waterson, Squatter, selector, 
storekeeper, 13. 
'° Walker, Jondaryan Station , 104; Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, 392, JOL MF0073. 
Clarence Mclvor, 'The Eton Vale stud merinos' in The history and development of sheep farming from 
antiquity to modern times, Part 2 (Sydney: Tilghraan & Bamett, 1893), 400-3; Watts, Reminiscences, 
74-8; Waterson, Squatter, selector, storekeeper, 65. 
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history. In studying these it is possible to gain some knowledge of the wealth that was 
available to the astute businessman on the land. It is also possible to understand the 
power, the attitudes and the lifestyle that developed because of that wealth. 
Details considered to be personal affairs, not station transactions, are available in 
Hodgson's accounts, which give an insight into the fortune he made during the 
prosperous years of the wool industry. There appears to be a gap in the books from the 
early 1840s, when the financial situation was tight, until 1854.'^ In that year the 
opening balance was £12,023, a figure which increased with the years. From 1866 to 
1873 there were five years which indicated a financial figure opposite an entry 
signifying 'wool clip'. The total income from wool alone for those years was £79,516. 
In 1873, Hodgson's share of the clip was £21,231. Evidence that these were personal 
transactions is reflected in the entry noting 'Hodgson's probable position at the end of 
1871', a balance of £14,169, which also records 'Annie's setdement' of £1,000.'^ 
Hodgson also had interests in two other properties on the Downs. He was in 
partnership with Ramsay in Lagoon Creek from 1860 to 1865, and had a share in 
Goomburra with John McLean and Charles Green from 1862 to 1878. In 1872, when 
Hodgson expected to sell his share of Goomburra, its value was estimated at £20,000.''* 
Further knowledge of Hodgson's financial position is provided by records of land 
purchases. Between 1852 and 1855, he was registered as the purchaser of nine blocks 
of land in the County of Stanley, Brisbane to the value of over £671. He was also on 
record as having purchased several blocks at Drayton for about £333 between 1854 and 
1857." 
'^ As noted in Chapter 2, 33, existing entries for the early 1840s do not exceed £5,000. 
'^  Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL MF0073; Anne, who m 1867 married James Hewitt, the Sth Viscount 
Lifford, was the eldest daughter of Arthur and Eliza Hodgson. 
''^  13 June 1872, Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL MF0073; Waterson, Squatter, selector, storekeeper, 282-
83. 
15 Survey Office, lists of lands sold 1842-1861, QSA SUR/4-5, MF Z318. 
55 
Land speculation contributed significantly to Hodgson's wealth. In 1896 to 1897 there 
were auction notices on his behalf for six acres of land at the intersection of Ruthven 
and Bridge Streets in Toowoomba, and for 23 'magnificent building sites' near the 
Toowoomba post office. It is apparent that Hodgson and Watts joined forces to erect 
speculative buildings in Toowoomba, although the extent of these business dealings is 
not clear. There is evidence also that Hodgson owned at least nine cottages and several 
business premises for rental income in Toowoomba, as well as acreage near Drayton.'^ 
While details are not available on Hodgson's dealings in and out of property over the 
years, the estimation of his holdings in his will filed in May 1903 show 25 parcels of 
improved and unimproved land around Toowoomba, as well as a property in George 
Street, Brisbane. The value of this real estate was £105,461.'^ 
Ahhough this analysis is not a definitive evaluation of Hodgson's financial affairs, it 
does indicate that a substantial cash flow was available. Knowledge of the value of the 
wool clip alone places in perspective the other income he would derive from the Eton 
Vale stud, stock sales, shares in other stations and his speculative land and building 
ventures. It is apparent that a considerable cash flow would be necessary to effect the 
type of pre-emptive purchase that occurred on Eton Vale. 
The 1847 order-in-council had given the squatters the right to a fourteen year lease, 
during which time they were able to purchase the land by pre-emption at £1 an acre. 
On the separation of Queensland from New South Wales, one of the first acts of the 
new parliament was to extend those leases, some of which were about to expire, for 
another five years. This gave the squatters more time in which to procure larger areas, 
while still enjoying a nominal rental. By 1865, when the right expired, 132,577 acres 
had been pre-empted on the Darling Downs.'^ 
'^ DDG 16 March 1896, 20 November 1897 and 11 July 1861; Papers of Sh Arthur Hodgson, Map, 
Toowoomba parish of Drayton, ML A3249. 
'^ WiU of Sir Arthur Hodgson, QSA SCT/P510-4, Z1682. 
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fri analyzing Queensland land policy, Beverley Kingston gives numerous reasons for 
this course of action by the new parliament. One suggestion was that it was a delaying 
tactic until the govemment was more experienced to deal with land administration. The 
Moreton Bay Courier was less sanguine in its assessment, alleging that the vested 
concem of the squatters 'to secure their own profits and aggrandise their own interest' 
was the main reason for legislation.'^ 
While it appears the squatters were not acting illegally in taking advantage of the pre-
emptive regulations, attitudes towards their activities did depend on the observer's point 
of view. The townsmen and liberals were in favour of opening up the land for 
selection, as a way of breaking the hold of the pastoralists whom they saw as 'blocking 
economic opportunity, political change and social advancement'. Conversely, Katie 
Hume, wife of a prominent colonial surveyor on the Downs, thought that after the crash 
of 1866 and the acts for the resumption of lands, that the wise squatters were the ones 
who had purchased their land.^° 
The intricacies of land legislation are beyond the scope of this study. Yet it is possible 
to appreciate the bitterness that resulted, through perceived injustice over this 
legislation, from the position of the squatters in the parliament. In contemplating 
Queensland's first parliament, CA. Bemays, a man closer to the times, provided a 
valuable appraisal of the squatters: 
...many of them, no doubt, ambitious and enterprising young men who had 
ventured forth from the family estates of Great Britain in quest of riches. They 
brought with them an indefinable, subtle assertion of superiority because they 
had come armed with a little more money than the average immigrant, and had 
acquired vast estates in an unoccupied land which had the effect, in their own 
minds, of magnifying their importance, and constituted them, also in their own 
estimation, minor potentates.^' 
19 Beverley Kingston, 'The origins of Queensland's "Comprehensive" land policy', Queensland heritage, 1, 
2, May 1965, 6-8; MBC 4 September 1860. 
20 
Waterson, Squatter, selector, storekeeper, 23; Nancy Bonnin, ed., Katie Hume on the Darling Downs: A 
colonial marriage (Toowoomba: Darling Downs Institute Press, 1985), 71. 
CA. Bemays 
[1919]), 192. 
^' , Queensland politics during sixty (1859-1919) years (Brisbane: Government Printer, 
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For thirteen years after separation in 1859 they dominated and even in 1874, when there 
were small traders, farmers and miners in parliament, the squattocracy exercised 'an all 
powerful influence on legislation'. Hodgson was not a member of the Queensland 
Pariiament until 1868, but he benefited from legislation drafted in 1867, which became 
known as the 'Act of 1868'.^^ 
Apart from being the first real attempt to deal with close settlement, which in part was 
very successful, the 1868 act gave the right to resume eight square miles of any pastoral 
block, 'and as a set off to that the pastoral tenant was given a pre-emptive right of 
selection'. Bernays suggested that this proved to be a fertile area of abuse for many 
years, as it led to the best-watered frontages being pre-empted, which secured 'the 
occupation of the remainder of the lease to the original owner'. The term 'peacocking' 
was applied to this type of acquisition, which meant 'picking the eyes out of the 
country'.^ 
The land order scheme, provided for under the 1860 and 1863 agricultural reserve act, 
proved yet another area where the squatters and speculators could manipulate the land 
legislation to their own advantage. Intended for the yeoman farmer to encourage 
agriculture, it became clear that very few immigrants were prepared financially or 
physically to undertake the arduous task of tilling the soil when grazing was a 
possibility. In the case of the Darling Downs, the scheme was ahead of its time, as 
there was no infrastmcture, such as suitable roads or markets, to make agriculture a 
paying proposition. Thus the land orders which were issued were gladly sold. Retums 
for 1863 show that of '84,042 acres pre-empted at £1 per acre, 77,291 were paid for 
with land orders'.^ "* 
22 
Bernays, Queensland politics, 314. 
23 Bemays, Queensland politics, 315. 
'^* Beverley Kingston, 'The search for an alternative to free selection in Queensland 1859-66', Queensland 
Heritage, 1, 5, Nov. 1966, 3-6. 
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The saga of the squatters' manipulation of land legislation continued for many years. In 
1867, the Warwick Argus asserted that the issue which was causing most concem was 
legislation offering 'land by free selection before survey' on any portion of the Darling 
Downs agricultural reserve. The editorial suggested that the 320 acres which was 
allowed under the act was not a drawback to the non bona fide selector, such as the 
squatter, as he was able to induce friends to select on his behalf, which enabled him to 
'secure any number of conterminous blocks'. It was alleged that of the 54 selectors who 
had taken up 15,000 acres at that date, not more than 20 intended to settle and cultivate 
as bona fide agriculturalists. This acquisition of the land was known as 'dummying'. In 
1879, the Toowoomba Chronicle quoted Mr Patrick Perkins, minister for lands, as 
commenting that 'as much dummying [was] going on at the present time as any period 
of the history of the colony'. The newspaper probably echoed the thoughts of the pro-
agriculturalist in stating that 'there has always been some loophole or other, by which 
the squatter has been able to secure the lion's share of the privileges paradingly set 
before the eyes of the poor agriculturalist'.^^ 
In analyzing Hodgson's individual affairs, it is apparent that Hodgson, Watts and 
Ramsay took advantage of their pre-emptive right under the 1847 and 1868 acts. It is 
interesting to note that Hodgson, as a witness to the select committee on the minimum 
upset price of land in 1847, said the 'we [the squatters] could scarcely afford to pay Is. 
an acre for it for grazing purposes'. When pressed he thought the squatters may be 
prepared to pay 5s. an acre.^^ This evidence reflects the change in Hodgson's situation 
over the intervening years, as in 1861 Hodgson and Watts made a pre-emptive purchase 
at £1 an acre on Eton Vale of 794 acres.^^ By 1864 a squatting map of the Downs 
shows that Hodgson and Watts had effected about 87 pre-emptive purchases.^^ 
Warwick Argus 3 September 1867; Toowoomba Chronicle 29 July 1879. 
Report of the select committee on the minunum upset price of land, NSWLA Votes and Proceedings 
[NSWLAVP], vol. 2, 1847, 526, 531. 
^^  DDG, 15 September 1861. 
Squattmg map, Darling Downs District of Queensland, QSA B 1864C. 
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Further land was purchased on Eton Vale under the provisions of the 1868 act, which 
gave pre-emptive right of selection in lieu of land alienated by the crown. Evidence 
that Hodgson and Ramsay took advantage of this regulation is reflected in a " 'Return 
Showing the Number of Acres of Land Selected and Alienated' under "The Crown 
Lands Alienation Act of 1868" by the Crown lessees on the Darling Downs, who have 
applied to have their Runs brought under the Act of 1868". They selected, under the 
nature of pre-emption, an area of 2,560 acres, 2,160 classed as agricultural and 400 
acres as 1st class pastoral land. Of the 1,276 acres of land alienated from Eton Vale, 
the value of £974 17s 4d was purchased by land order.^ ^ A crown lands record of 1868 
indicated that 32,630 acres of Eton Vale land had been pre-empted at that stage.^° 
It is difficult to assert that this acquisition on Eton Vale would be categorized by the 
disparaging term of 'peacocking'. While it appears to be legal by virtue of the official 
documents, there was a moral obligation on the squatter not to 'pick the eyes out of the 
mn'. Yet in 1875, after 845 acres had been resumed on Eton Vale, it was alleged in 
parliament that the only land now available on this and other stations was 'useless 
scraps; all isolated pieces, not large enough for a farm or suitable for it'.^' From this 
allegation it is apparent that peacocking was used to enhance the value of the Eton Vale 
mn. 
A subsequent abuse, associated with land orders and dummying, also appears to have 
been implemented to increase the holding of Eton Vale. This transpired out of the 
provisions under the 1860 and 1863 agricultural reserves acts, which set apart areas 
suitable for agriculture close to small settlements. Of 5,000 acres of land surveyed on 
the Cambooya Reserve near Drayton, it is alleged that all except 900 acres was 
acquired by Eton Vale.^^ 
on 
Retum dated 27 Jan. 1869, Queensland Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings [QLAVP] 1868-
1869, 473. 
^^ Registers of lease detaUs Mar. 1862 - Nov. 1869: Settled district of Moreton Bay, Darling Downs and 
Port Curtis, QSA CLO/8. 
^' QPD, 5 May 1875, 91. 
^^  Kingston, 'Search for an altemative to free selection', 3-6; WaUcer, Jondaryan station, 112-13. 
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By 1878, upwards of 60,000 acres of land on Eton Vale had been purchased from the 
crown, while the remainder was under lease. This area had 190 miles of iron wire 
fencing, and ran 90-100,000 sheep enclosed in thirty large and small paddocks. In a 
draft of his 'Voyage around the world' lecture, Hodgson stated that squatters leased from 
the crown for 21 years at a moderate annual capitation tax, while many purchased large 
tracts under their pre-emptive right.^ ^ The favourable terms under which Eton Vale 
existed is emphasised by a crown lands record of 1868 which reveals Hodgson and 
Ramsay as the lessees for a rental of £272. At this stage 32,630 acres of the 65,000 
acre property had been purchased.^ "* In considering the squatters' good fortune in the 
1860s it is not surprising that Oscar de Satge, an early settler and historian, stated that 
'the Darling Downs stations were coining money'.^^ 
It is apparent that after 1861 the large landholding of Eton Vale was acquired by a 
combination of means. In taking advantage of the pre-emptive rights, Hodgson and his 
partners, who had a substantial cash flow, were within the law. The other methods 
used, while perhaps not illegal, reflect the manipulation possible under the land 
legislation of the period. Yet the inferences made under parliamentary privilege suggest 
that the acquisition of Eton Vale was not entirely honorable. 
In parliament the attack on the squatters was led by William Henry Groom, the member 
for Warwick and Toowoomba. He was sceptical of the squatters' claim that their 
prosperity was conducive to the general prosperity of the colony, suggesting that the 
large stations surrounding Toowoomba, those of Gowrie, Westbrook and Eton Vale, 
'were not of the value of £100 annually each to that town'. This may reflect the 
exaggerations possible under parliamentary privilege, as in 1861 De Satge described the 
townships of Drayton, Toowoomba, Dalby and Warwick as having 'the appearance of 
prosperity; the stores were always full, and the chief hotels were the rendezvous of 
33 Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL MF0073; Hodgson, 'Sheep farming in Australia', 11. 
'^^  Registers of lease detaUs for the settled district of Moreton Bay, Darling Downs and Port Curtis, 1868-
1869, QSA CLO/8; in comparison the BeU famUy had at this time three consolidated mns, mcludmg 
Junbour, of 192,000 acres, for a rent of £897. 
^^  Oscar de Satge, Pages from the journal of a Queensland squatter (London: Hurst & Blackett, 1901), 156. 
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squatters and their managers and overseers'.^^ In speaking to the Crown Lands 
Alienation Bill in August 1876, Groom told the house: 'What was now left on the 
Darling Downs was the refuse of the land that had been picked and picked until there 
was only one good mn left'. He was referting to YandiUa, where he claimed the Gores 
did not lend themselves to dummying. He alleged that others who made 'princely 
fortunes, which they were now spending in England...had made unlimited use of land 
orders'. Among the stations named was Eton Vale with 90,000 acres of purchased land. 
The others were Westbrook (75,000 acres), Gowrie (60,000), Jondaryan (80,000), and 
Clifton (60,000).-' 
In analyzing the free-holding activity at Eton Vale, bearing in mind that 323,658 acres 
had been pre-empted on the Darling Downs by 1874, it is apparent that Hodgson's 
actions were representative of the squatter group. Eton Vale, with Glengallan, 
Toolburra and Westbrook, had amongst the highest ratio of acreage pre-empted. Yet 
the figures of Darling Downs historian Duncan Waterson, showing the acreage of 
freeholded estates for 1888 and 1892, reveal that Hodgson and Ramsay's Eton Vale was 
modest in comparison with James Tyson, Kent and Wienholt (Tmstees) or the Gore 
family. Tyson had freehold acreage of 229,748, while Eton Vale consisted of 57,825 
acres. 
The difficulty associated with legislating for equitable land laws was reflected in the 
number of times bills were presented in parliament, but failed to get to a second reading 
or failed to become law. The Weekly Herald placed the blame solely on the 'squatting 
prejudices of the majority of the members of the Legislative Council...[who] mangled 
with a mischievous ingenuity...[the] measures for the benefit of the agriculturalist'.^^ 
fronically, in 1865 a group of northem squatters in quest of land rights equal to their 
36 De Satge, Journal of a Queensland squatter, 156. 
^' QPD, vol. 13, 1871-72, 40; vol. 20, 1876, 577-78. This figure disagrees with Hodgson's assessment of 
60,000 acres, see page 60 above. 
•2Q 
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^' Weekly Herald 9 September 1865, 8. 
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Downs counterparts, precipitated the breakthrough which led to a more flexible system 
of land legislation. They were joined by the townspeople and liberals who were 
aghating for a system which would break the stranglehold of the squatters. Their 
attempts were intermpted by the 1866 crash of the Agra and Masterman's Bank which 
provided financial services to the Queensland Govemment. Kingston asserts that it was 
the financial crisis, which adversely affected many pastoralists, combined with the 
change of government in 1867, that seriously challenged the power of the squatters.''° 
The squatters, secure in the knowledge that their industry provided the bulk of Moreton 
Bay revenue, became a very powerful group during the 1850s and 1860s. This led 
them to covet a monopoly on decisions regarding the direction of the colony, a 
development which accentuated 'town and down' rivalry."" While this rivalry was in 
evidence during the 1840s, especially in reference to the 1847 order-in-council, it 
became acrimonious as the squatters began the quest for labour at any price. The 
squatters were about to enter upon their 'golden age' of fortune making around 1850, 
still threatened by an acute labour shortage. From 1849 until he left the colony in 
1855, Hodgson assumed a very high profile in the labour and immigration debate. 
One of the strongest criticisms made by the inhabitants of Moreton Bay with regard to 
being govemed from Sydney was that they were not fairly treated with the number of 
immigrants forwarded to their area considering the amount they paid into the land fund. 
In the memorial which Hodgson sent on behalf of his fellow squatters to Earl Grey in 
1849, he stated that there appeared no intention on the part of the British Govemment 
Khigston, 'Search for an alternative to firee selection', 4-8. 
"" J. Laverty, 'The Queensland economy 1860-1915' in D.J. Murphy, R.B. Joyce & Colin A. Hughes, eds, 
Prelude to power: The rise of the Labour Party in Queensland 1885-1915 (MUton, Q: Jacaranda Press, 
1970), 29-30. The term 'town and down' may have been corned by RusseU as he wrote that m 1846 the 
local contest was 'the thmst and parry between Towns and Downs' (Genesis of Queensland, 381). 
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to send immigrant ships to any part of the colony except Sydney, Port Philip and 
Adelaide.^2 
The townspeople and liberals were fairly tolerant over the years of the various attempts 
by the squatters to increase their labour supply through the importation of exiles and 
Indian coolies. They were less tolerant of the importation of the Chinese as indentured 
servants, of whom over 772 arrived in Brisbane between 1848 and 1852. Their 
presence resulted in racial tension, especially in South Brisbane, where they congregated 
while awaiting employment."*^ Yet opposition to the squatters as a group became 
acrimonious in 1849, when it seemed apparent that they had been successful in their 
bid, for labour at any cost, to have transportation resumed on a permanent basis.'*^ 
The resumption of transportation may have been a last resort for the squatters, as no 
other scheme had produced an adequate labour supply. One of the reasons submitted 
for separation with exiles was the fear of the indefinite importation of Chinese and 
Coolie labour. It was suggested that having to resort to English prisoners was 
objectionable, but the altemative was even more objectionable. Convicts were better 
than no labour at all and better than 'Chinamen or other pagans'.'*^ In a proposal for 
separation with an equal number of exiles and free immigrants, Hodgson stated that 300 
Chinese were acting as shepherds on the Downs to 450,000 sheep with a value of 
£90,000.^' 
While Hodgson was one of many who had employed both exiles and Chinese labourers, 
and was apparently satisfied with their services, Anglo-Saxon sensibility considered the 
Chinese an 'evil influence'. Nevertheless Hodgson stated that some of his best male 
'^ ^ RusseU, Genesis of Queensland, 447-57; Hodgson et al. to Earl Grey, 24 September 1849, JOL AJCP 
CO201/424, reel 410. 
'^^ SMH 28 June 1845 in BTN, 103; Rod Fisher, 'The alien presence m early Brisbane 1840-60: A 
preluninary survey', Brisbane: Aboriginal, alien, ethnic, BHG papers no. 5, 1987, 63, 89. 
^ MBC 16 Febmary 1850. 
""^  MBC 12 January 1850; MBFP 6 May 1852. 
^^  SMH 3 June 1852. 
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servants had been convicts. He had also employed eighteen Chinese for 'upwards of 
five years as shepherds' and thought the 'sheep were never better tended'. The 
Chinamen were indentured for five years, at £9 per annum for the first year, rising to 
£27 for the fifth year. All completed their agreement with Hodgson, except one who 
died, and many stayed after the expiration of the agreement. One of these, whose name 
was not disclosed, assisted Hodgson, as a cook and man servant, to entertain the 
Govemor of New South Wales, Sir Charles Fitzroy.""^ 
Yet the effect of reminiscence often clouds the reality of situations. While Hodgson's 
recollection of his Chinese shepherds was positive, there is evidence to suggest that 
there was not always such a good relationship. In 1850 a case was brought by Mr 
Tucker, overseer for Crawford and Hodgson, against three Chinamen for disobedience 
and negligence. The charges were proved by the magistrates, C. Rolleston and Mr 
Mallard; one shepherd had his wages 'mulcted' by £10 lls.6d for losing sheep and two 
were confined to the lock-up for a week.'*^ 
Apart from the introduction of Chinese labourers, other forms of immigration were 
undertaken. Some Govemment immigrants arrived by the Artemisia in 1848, followed 
by three groups of Protestant immigrants by November 1849, organised by Dr Lang. 
The squatters' objection to this type of immigration rested in the fact that many were 
families, making it impossible and expensive for the squatter to hire as shepherds. The 
immigrants themselves also had ideas of an independent working environment."*^ 
Hodgson was personally active in the endeavour to attract immigrants. He was a 
committee member of the Society for the Promotion of Colonization formed in 1848, an 
interest he continued when living in England in the 1860s. During a visit to England in 
"*' RusseU, Genesis of Queensland, 485; Hodgson, 'Sheep farming in Australia', 11-12. 
"*^  MBC 26 January 1850. 
•^^ Allison Goleby, 'The attitude towards immigration of squatters in the Moreton Bay, Darlmg Downs and 
Wide Bay districts up to 1859', Some aspects of squatter influence in Queensland, Historical Society of 
Queensland, October 1950, 406; Kay Saunders, Workers in bondage: The origins and bases of unfree 
labour in Queensland 1824-1916 (St Lucia: University of Queensland Press, 1982), 14. 
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1848-9 Hodgson lectured around the country in an effort to attract settlers, his lecture 
subsequently being published. He complained that at the time he was a 'poor squatter' 
and in debt, but only his travelling expenses were met.^° A letter written by Hodgson 
in 1849 reflects his concem regarding misconduct on some emigrant ships, with his 
suggestion that a religious teacher be in attendance to provide 'not only physically but 
spiritually during a long voyage of 4 months'.^' Evidence that he was directly involved 
in the immigration issue is also reflected in the draft of his 'Voyage around the world' 
lecture. He commented that on his retum to Eton Vale he saw a Hertfordshire couple 
who had been sent out to him from his home parish in 1850. He had been 'greeted by 
servants' who had done well, having saved £800 and had some horses.^^ 
As reflected in the early 1850s press, all of these individual efforts failed to meet the 
demand for labour of an expanding pastoral industry. In an attempt to further their 
cause, the squatters were responsible for the formation of The Moreton Bay Free Press 
on 1 August 1850, as a rival newspaper to the Moreton Bay Courier.^^ The Courier 
had taken up the cmsade against the squatters' efforts to obtain cheap labour. There 
was a perceived bias against them generally and an apparent personal prejudice against 
Hodgson in particular. 
On the eve of his departure for England in 1848 a meeting was held which advocated 
the introduction of coolies as labourers. Hodgson, for his part in this endeavour, stated 
that the Moreton Bay Courier 'with its usual consideration of me, dmmmed me out of 
the District'. A part of a stanza alluding to this incident remained in his memory: 
^ Hodgson, Emigration to the Australian settlements, passim; National Colonial Emigration Society to 
James Macarthur 16 AprU 1863, Macarthur papers, vol. 29, 253-6, ML A2925. 
^' A letter written by Arthur Hodgson Esq., an Australian genUeman on 1 March 1849 'now on a visit to this 
country', PRO London CO201/420, 334. 
^^  Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL MF 0073. 
^^  Denis Cryle, The press in colonial Queensland: A social and political history 1845-75 (St Lucia: 
University of Queensland Press, 1989), 30. 
66 
When I come back to claim the homage which was once mine, 
I hope to see the coolies all basking in the sunshine.^'' 
The author of these lines no doubt chose the word homage carefully. Hodgson had 
been at the forefront of the quest for cheap labour, and the squatters as a group seemed 
to eschew the free immigration efforts of Lang. The implication was that they preferred 
the master-servant relationship, not only for its economy, but because of the power it 
engendered. 
With reference to power, Harold Perkin, in his study of the origins of modem English 
society, stated 'that the class which manages to impose its ideal upon the rest becomes 
the mling class'.^^ Thus the squatters, because of their wealth and power, attempted to 
become the mling class, which substantiated Bemay's claim that they considered 
themselves 'minor potentates'. 
Evidence of the attitude that prevailed among the squatters was reflected in Hodgson's 
farewell speech at a testimonial dinner prior to his leaving Moreton Bay for an 
extended period in 1855. In describing his achievements during his fourteen year 
residence in the colony, Hodgson spoke of himself as being 'one of those who may be 
called the pioneers of civilization'. The hubris that the squatters' position in this early 
society had produced is evident in his reply to Russell's introduction: 
...when I see around me all those who are distinguished in this town, district and 
neighbourhood, for wealth, intellect, character and power, meet to convey to me 
this expression of their unfailing confidence, I may venture to express my belief 
that I am not utterly unworthy of your regard .^ ^ 
At the time of this dinner, local rivalry was probably at its height. This is apparent 
from the nonchalant report of the occasion in the Courier, and perhaps the petulant 
means by which it was emphasised that not all of the distinguished citizens were 
actually present. It was with some irony that the report stated that 'we are in the best 
^'^ MBFP 23 January 1855. 
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^^  MBFP 23 January 1855. 
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of good humour with that gentleman [Hodgson]'. But the article took umbrage at some 
of Hodgson's claims during his speech: 
Take that immense tract of country known as Darling Downs, which feeds nearly 
one million of sheep, exclusive of cattle and horses. Who would be mad enough 
to attempt cultivation there? If it were practicable do you not think that we 
would one and all grow wheat for our own consumption?^' 
This retort had a very hollow ring, for as early as 1844 official records showed that 
Eton Vale had 16 acres of land under cultivation. It was a well known fact that many 
stations cultivated some of their land.^ ^ 
It may have been Hodgson's superior attitude and his failure to acknowledge a place for 
agriculture in the colony that caused such resentment. A sneering letter to the Editor, 
written prior to the dinner, questioned the propriety of the forthcoming testimonial for 
someone who, in the writer's estimation had: 
done much more of harm than good; for say they, he being the oldest hand, and 
all this time occupying a first position, he has been looked up to by the young 
and new arrivals; his advice and example has been sought and followed; but 
King Arthur's clique has never obtained any admirers, or been supposed to have 
done any good whatever either for the district, or the district's society.^^ 
The title King Arthur, like homage, implies that the squatters had assumed mling status. 
This status was being increasingly questioned, both from within the squatter ranks, and 
by other sections of society. Thus the town and down rivalry, portrayed here at its 
most bitter point, was the culmination of years of tension created by the labour and land 
problems, and the dispute conceming free immigration versus exiles. This in tum 
evolved into a confrontation over separation, precipitated by the squatters in their quest 
for cheap labour. 
" MBC 27 January 1855. 
^^  CCLDD, 24 May 1844, JOL A2.14/434; MBC 1842-46 in BTN, passim. 
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The squatters' success in obtaining exiles after the presentation of their memorial to Earl 
Grey led the Moreton Bay pastoralists to press for more exiles. With this in mind the 
squatters called a meeting, chaired by Patrick Leslie, on 2 January 1850 at Warwick. 
This was largely in response to the news that a memorial from those opposed to 
transportation had been forwarded from Brisbane to Earl Grey. Hodgson may not have 
attended this meeting, as those taking the lead, apart from Patrick, were George Leslie, 
St George Gore, Magnus McLeod, David Forbes and W. Leigh-Hay. They drew up a 
petition, nominating the amount of stock and numbers employed, which was sent 
around the district for signatures. The squatters emphasised that a 'great number of 
those signing the [Brisbane] memorial, are newly-arrived emigrants, who have had little 
experience of the colony, and none of prisoners, or ticket-of-leave servants, and who, ... 
feel a disinclination to receive men who will compete with them in the labour market'.*' 
Meetings continued to be held in Brisbane, Ipswich and on the Downs, some being very 
rowdy because of the divided opinions. One of the objections of those against 
transportation was that, on sending exiles, the colonial office had promised an equal 
number of free immigrants. This had not eventuated. In a majority vote against exiles 
in Ipswich, the advocates for their introduction claimed 'that only employers of labour 
were entitled to vote'.^' 
Thus the confrontation between the anti and pro-transportationists became a contest of 
'Right against Might'. In a decisive mood, the squatters formed the Moreton Bay and 
Northem Districts Separation Association on 8 January 1851, whose charter was to 
secure the separation of the colony north of the 30th parallel of latitude; to secure the 
annual introduction of exiles with an equal number of free immigrants; and to unite the 
inhabitants of the northem districts. The names of twenty justices of the peace, 
including Hodgson, were on the committee, which was comprised mainly of squatters. 
Russell stated that his high profile in the endeavour to secure separation with exiles 
caused 'a trenchant hand in Sydney [to fall] upon "Arthur Hodgson and his tail". 
^ MBC 12 January 1850. 
" MBC 12 January, 16 Febmary 1850. 
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Yet the old man jackeroo did not topple over'.*^ ^ The main thmst by the squatters did 
not appear to be separation for its own sake, but a way of obtaining a plentiful and 
regular supply of labour. Earl Grey's 'best argument for sending his ticket-of-leave men 
was the extreme willingness of the northem squatter to receive them'.''^ 
The discovery of gold created an urgency with regard to the labour situation. While the 
long term benefits to the economy and emigration were acknowledged, in the short term 
it 'acted disastrously on the interests of the district by drawing off their population to 
the southem mines'. It was reported in 1852 that 'no vessel leaves our port without a 
full cargo of adventurers' heading for the gold fields.^ The northem district acted 
quickly to the possible economic and social potential generated by the discovery of 
gold. Subscriptions were sought to provide a fund as a reward. Edward Hargreaves, to 
whom is attributed the credit for the discovery of the first payable gold in Australia, 
was consulted with regard to availability in the Moreton Bay district. Hodgson reported 
at a meeting for separation with exiles in May 1852, that Hargreaves had found no gold 
in the district that would attract labour.''^  
In the meantime there was some concern regarding the effect that the gold mshes might 
have on the petitions sent by the squatter memorialists for separation with exiles. 
Nevertheless Hodgson confidently held in January 1852 that this was a foregone 
conclusion. There appeared to be some dispute over the boundary which delayed the 
decision. This concerned the request for 'an extension beyond the thirtieth parallel of 
south latitude' which was 'more than the Queen in Council was warranted in granting'. 
While Hodgson did have some doubt 'how the gold news may affect us', he stated that 
'as for separation without exiles, we may shelve that subject for the next ten years; the 
one without the other has never been contemplated at home'. He stressed in this letter 
^^  Af5Cll January 1851; RusseU, Genesis of Queensland, 416-1. 
B.A. Knox, 'Moreton Bay separation: A problem of imperial government, 1825-1856', Historical Studies, 
14, 56, AprU 1971, 566. 
^ MBC 1 June 1851, 24 August and 17 January 1852. 
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to the Editor that without labour, 'Brisbane will become a deserted village'. Hodgson 
asserted that since the anti-transportationists had appointed Lang for their representative 
this would further the squatters' cause. He doubted that Lang would even be admitted 
to the wahing room at Downing Street."^ ^ 
To thwart the squatters' success in obtaining exiles, Lang became involved with the 
anti-transportationists of Moreton Bay. Lang, a Scot, arrived in Sydney on 23 May 
1823, to become the first Presbyterian minister in Australia. He thereafter evolved into 
a prominent, if sometimes controversial, social and political figure in Australian life.''^  
He was considered by the colonial office to have 'egotistical' tendencies; after he had 
been imprisoned for libel it was considered officially impmdent 'to encourage the 
pretensions which he is fond of making to bear the character of some sort of public 
agency for the Colony.'^ ^ Lang had a large colonial following, underscored in Moreton 
Bay by the presence of immigrants for whom he had been responsible. Yet the Courier 
wamed of his taking too much of the credit for the battle against the squatters, a group 
he had earlier admired for their contribution to the colony. The press aspired to claim 
some of the credit itself. ^ ^ 
It was Lang's foray into the battle against transportation that reflects the extent to which 
the northem squatters had become a social caste in society. Lang had been approached 
by some residents of Brisbane to become a delegate from the northem districts to carry 
petitions to England in support of 'separation without convicts, but with a large free 
^^  MBFP 8 January 1852. 
^^  D. W.A. Baker, Days of wrath: A life of John Dunmore Lang (Carlton, Victoria: Melboume University 
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immigration'. '^^  The squatters were furious, scorning such a representative. In a hostile 
letter to the Sydney Morning Herald, Patrick Leslie stated that: 
Personally, Dr Lang is unknown to me, but in common with others, 1 am well 
aware of his character and career in this colony, as well as in England, and beg 
leave to tell the Rev. Republican that neither his practices nor principles will 
find favour with her Majesty's loyal subjects settled in these districts. 
In publicly denying Lang as their delegate, Leslie stated that the northem squatters 
represented 'a body comprising nine-tenths of the property, education, and respectability 
of these districts'. Not easily foiled in any endeavour, Lang answered Leslie's letter in 
kind, asking whether there was anything 'to prevent Mr Patrick Leslie and his friends 
from getting up a counter-petition, if they please, to be sent home and supported by 
their man Friday, Mr Arthur Hodgson?'^' 
Thus the feud over separation with or without exiles became personalised. This was 
evident at a meeting to choose a member for the Stanley Boroughs, when many insults 
based on personal occupational status were exchanged. Hodgson apparently delivered 
the grandest insult by taunting someone for 'being a cook'. He subsequently wrote a 
letter to the Moreton Bay Free Press, which evoked a reply in the Courier commenting 
on Hodgson's 'high opinions', not in keeping with a man who 'has education to know 
better'.^ ^ Lang was not without his crirics either, especially of his immigration schemes. 
One letter, from a superintendent of the barque Lima, suggested he sent people out to 
Australia 'under the grossest impositions and false representations' while the provisions 
aboard were 'infamous'.^^ 
°^ Letter from numerous body of residents, Brisbane, 16 September 1850 [?], Papers of Rev. J.D. Lang, vol. 
21, ML A2241. 
^' MBC 31 January 1852. 
''^  MBC 1 and 28 June 1851. It is unfortunate that Hodgson's letter is unavaUable; local holdings of the 
Moreton Bay Free Press only begin in January 1852. 
^^  MBC 5 January 1850. 
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By adopting a high profile in their quests, Hodgson and Lang were destined to become 
protagonists in the separation debate.^ '* In effect they represented each side of the 
separation argument, which resulted in many memorials to the colonial office. 
Consequently, the constant barrage of these petitions, reflecting a deeply divided 
society, inhibited the chances of separation for the northem area. 
Unforeseen forces beyond the control of the Moreton Bay people decided the question 
of whether to have separation with or without exiles, but this took the rest of the 
decade. In the meantime a change of government in Britain in Febmary 1852 resulted 
in the replacement of Grey as colonial secretary. The new incumbent, Sir John 
Pakington, decided to refuse transportation or separation at that stage.^^ 
This did not prevent Hodgson from continuing to take a leading role in the separation 
issue. At a meeting on 17 August 1852 another petition was proposed. While 
transportation had not been completely abandoned, there was evidence of a definite 
softening of attitude, especially from Hodgson. He proposed the fourth resolution to 
the effect that nothing but a separate legislature situated in Brisbane would 'secure a 
just and faithful administration of their local affairs'. Section five of this petition left 
the question of transportation of convicts in the hands of the representatives in the 
Legislative Council of the new colony.^^ 
By June 1853 it was evident that Hodgson himself had a change of heart regarding the 
exile question, probably due to the fact that he was in receipt of recent despatches 
which set the question of separation at rest. In a letter urging the inhabitants of the 
northem district to unite for advancement of their common interest, he wrote that he did 
not wish to be guilty of 're-agitating a question which has long since slumbered'.^^ 
"^^  This culminated in their opposing one another in the 1854 election for the seat of Stanley, as recounted in 
Chapter 5 below. 
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Thus from around this time the exile issue faded into the background. Support for 
separation continued not only from the squatters, but it also had an 'urban and 
democratic flavour' which advanced the cause when subsequent representations were 
made over the ensuing years. 
Hodgson continued the quest for separation from New South Wales when he went to 
England in 1855. His two principal objects were separation and immigration. Though 
his description of himself in 1849 was that of a 'poor squatter', by 1854, in 
contemplating the Stanley election, he said 'he was now in a position to give up a 
considerable portion of his time to legislative duties'.^^ As Eton Vale was in the 
reliable hands of a tmstworthy manager, in 1855 Hodgson was free to make a choice. 
Whether his trip to England was in reaction to his election loss against Lang is not 
known. The fact that he was given a testimonial dinner was an acknowledgment, in 
spite of local criticism, of his services to the community. In his speech on that 
occasion he said he hoped to have a seat in the first Moreton Bay legislature on his 
retum. 
Hodgson did not retum at that stage to Moreton Bay, but instead accepted the position 
of general superintendent of the Australian Agricultural Company, based in Sydney. 
Although the resolution for his appointment was passed on 18 April 1856, his term of 
office began officially from the date of his arrival in Sydney, 27 September 1856.^ ° 
Hodgson continued to take an active role from Sydney in the separation debate. 
In a memorial to the secretary of state for colonial affairs in November 1856, signed by 
Hodgson and other magistrates of Moreton Bay, the mother colony was accused of 
jealousy conceming the northem districts. The difficulty of goveming from such a 
distance as Sydney was highlighted, while this petition requested that there be no 
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aheration to the boundary line 'northwards to the 30th degree of south latitude.* '^ 
Various groups and individuals, including Lang, petitioned the colonial office during 
this period, and as the discrepancy regarding the boundary line persisted, a decision was 
delayed. On his retum from England in July 1857, squatter David McCormel 
acknowledged the efforts of gentlemen in London 'for their active and persevering 
exertions with her Majesty's govemment on behalf of our separation boon'. They 
included Matthew Marsh, a New England pastoralist whose influence was especially 
significant, George and Walter Leslie, Dr Dobie, Francis Bigge and John Douglas. 
Hodgson had also helped to advance the cause. His 'powerful influence on the royal 
counsels' had been observed during the pro-convict debate.^^ 
Even though a decision had been made, the northem district was becoming agitated by 
the delay of separation, especially because of the perceived neglect of their share of 
public money from Sydney. Thus a further deputation, instigated by George Leslie with 
suggestions on the projected separation, was proposed in June 1858.^ ^ Finally, the 
Queensland Free Press was able to announce on 8 November 1859: 'And so at last 
Moreton Bay is really separated from the colony of New South Wales'. '^* Yet it was 
not without its controversy in which Hodgson, now general superintendent of the 
Australian Agricultural Company, an absentee squatter and member of parliament for 
Newcastle, again took a high profile. 
The split between the townsmen and the squatters, which for a time had been allayed in 
the interests of separation, surfaced in late 1857 as it became apparent that the northem 
squatter representation in the New South Wales parliament decided to fmstrate northem 
separation rather than vote for the land reforms damaging to their interest. This breach 
was aggravated when it became known that a group of men with influence and access 
^' Memorial to Rt. Hon. Secretary of State of colonial affahs, 10 November 1856, PRO London CO 201/495, 
295-6. 
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to the govemor were meeting in Sydney to monitor separation politics, with a view to 
influencing the electoral divisions of the first parliament of Queensland. 
Hodgson was involved in this final intrigue associated with the separation of 
Queensland from New South Wales. The 'Council of Ten' or 'Mort parliament', as 
labelled by the Moreton Bay Courier, included the Honourable Louis Hope, and Messrs 
Hodgson, Mort, Rolleston, Elliott, Galloway and McLean. In disclosing the names of 
the persons who were meeting in Mr Mort's auction rooms, the editorial suggested that 
the contrivers: 'Strongly impressed with the superiority of some particular "order" of 
humanity, they would naturally desire to see that order dominate'. This inference 
appears well founded in view of the fact that the electoral divisions, based on popular 
representation, had been published and 'had the general sanction of the inhabitants'.^^ 
As Hodgson had been the member for Clarence and Darling Downs until April 1859, 
his actions evoked particular criticism. In retiring as Darling Downs' representative, 
Hodgson had 'promised to watch upon their interests with a "jealous eye'". In a letter to 
the Queensland Free Press, 'an opponent of nomineeism' questioned the motives of the 
member for Newcastle, then Hodgson, suggesting that his 'political honesty and 
integrity are supremely spurious'.^'' In 1858, Hodgson had opposed the electoral reform 
bill, which advocated manhood suffrage and vote by ballot.^^ Thus, Hodgson's 
participation in this devious 'parliament' does suggest that he and his colleagues viewed 
themselves as the legitimate mling class. 
Athough separation was welcomed, it became apparent that the authority of the 
squatters was dominant, especially as the hard-won universal manhood suffrage of 1858 
was deleted from the proposed constitution. It has been suggested that while this was 
initially by accident, it was by conspiracy that it was withheld for so long. Hodgson's 
^^  Shaw, 'Tangled web', 257; MBC 16 November 1859. 
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rejection of manhood suffrage on the grounds that it would lead to a 'mobocracy' was 
well known. Consequently Queensland gained hs independence from New South 
Wales, but with a resurgence of the bitterness between town and down, and with the 
property franchise largely conceding the power to the squatters.^ *^ 
In a letter to Sir George Bowen confirming his appointment as govemor of the new 
colony of Queensland, Sir E.B. Lytton, the minister for the colonies in the British 
govemment, stated: 'The most anxious and difficult question connected with it [the 
appointment] will be the "squatters".' Lytton diplomatically advised Bowen to remain 
impartial regarding this question, 'which is an irritating contest between rival interests'.^^ 
Thus the squatters' quest for supremacy was as well known to the British govemment as 
it was to the citizens of Moreton Bay. 
This supremacy was perceived by the squatters as their prerogative, gained initially 
through the dint of hard work and the risks involved in being the pioneers of 
civilisation. In writing of the hardships endured by the squatters, even Thomas Dowse, 
who was often charged as being antagonistic towards that group, commented that 'they 
were too often more sinned against than sinning'. This remark was in reference to the 
early difficulties they had in procuring labour, in the poor wool prices and the lack of 
road communication.^" Yet as the squatter group gained in stature, they exploited the 
situation by demanding to be the dominant voice, to match their economic and political 
power, in the affairs of Moreton Bay. 
The squatters' success on the Downs reinforced the elite status which they considered 
their birthright as the privileged class in British society. They had education and 
finance to back their colonial enterprise, on which they capitalised with the acquisition 
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of property and affluence. Their stature was enhanced as they became the magistrates 
and members of parliament. This combination transformed them in their eyes to a 
landed gentry, which was reflected in their social life. They attempted to capture the 
society of the British landed gentry in the microcosm of Moreton Bay. 
The trappings of British society were evident early in the history of Moreton Bay. As 
the area relied on the squatters economically, they were a necessary adjunct to the first 
tentative efforts of organising social activities. An egalitarian spirit prevailed for the 
first few years, when the young squatters had to work alongside their employees on the 
stations. This soon changed as the squatters were appointed to official positions, which 
resulted in their presiding at court over their employees. Again, as their fortunes 
changed, the squatters were able to acquire overseers and managers to do the manual 
work, while they gave more time to organisation, official duties and pleasure. This 
development in the squatters' status in society, fostered by the presence of women, was 
reflected in their appearance, their homes, and their life-style. 
The earliest occurrence to emulate the English social calendar was a horse racing event. 
An area at Cooper's Plains was prepared, the Moreton Bay Jockey Club formed and the 
first event was held on 17 July 1843. The early meetings suffered from lack of cash, 
but they became a regular social event. Evidence that Hodgson participated in these 
events is reflected in the Moreton Bay Courier in which there was a complaint that a 
race meeting was not well patronized by the squatters, and that Mr John Balfour 
officiated as judge in Hodgson's absence. Race meetings were subsequently held at 
Ipswich and Warwick.^' Another appendage of the English 'season' was the regatta, the 
first of which was held, over two days on the Brisbane river, in the New Year of 
1845.^ ^ 
'^ MBC 6 and 25 July 1843 in BTN, 20-22; MBC 29 May 1847; Nehemiah Bartley, Opals and agates: or 
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These early days reflected a spirit of co-operation between the townsmen and the 
squatters, which was extended even to the area of politics. When those who possessed 
the qualification to vote gathered in June 1843 the affair was 'conducted in real good 
humour'. Later, under Hodgson's chairmanship, a dinner was held with 'all political 
differences being drowned in the circulating glass'.^^ 
A fairly egalitarian spirit also prevailed during the first primitive years of opening up 
the land. This changed as the squatters, being the educated class of the district, were 
appointed to official positions. As magistrates and employers they wielded a great 
amount of power over the working class. On many occasions the squatters presided in 
court over their own employees. Evidence in official records reveals that Hodgson 
brought a case against John White in 1845, for absconding service, and he also sat as 
the magistrate for the case.^ "* 
Harold Perkin suggested that, in a hierarchal society, the differential status is 
proclaimed by outward signs.^^ While the early squatters were limited in this respect, 
their personal appearance was one area in which they could differentiate. Although 
Hodgson claimed it was difficult to tell 'master from servant' in the early days of 
settlement, the fact that he mentioned this in these terms is evidence that there was a 
social distinction. The squatters' appearance changed with their changing fortunes, and 
by 1853, instead of the corduroy trousers and dark serge shirt, they came to Brisbane 
'all booted and spurred, with cabbage-tree hats and light coloured clothes'.^^ 
As the squatters' financial position improved, so did their status in society. During the 
first years of settlement, which encompassed the depression of 1840-43, the young 
squatters had to work alongside their employees on the stations. As conditions 
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improved they were able to employ overseers and managers to do the manual work, 
while they gave more time to organisation, official duties and pleasure. It seems that 
after 1848, when Hodgson hired William Archer as manager during his absence in 
England, Eton Vale was not without a manager.^^ This was probably representative, 
leading Govemor Bowen in his report of a forthcoming tour in 1860, to make the 
following observation regarding the squatters: 'These gentlemen live in patriarchal style 
among their immense flocks and herds, amusing themselves with hunting, shooting, 
fishing, and the exercise of plentiful hospitality'.^^ 
The presence of women largely fostered the refined social life that developed on the 
Darling Downs. This was evident especially in the improved living conditions, adding 
to the esteem of the squatters. Govemor Gipps believed one worthwhile outcome of the 
effects of the financial crisis in the colony from 1840 to 1843, was that wives and 
families were being driven into the bush 'where their influence can hardly fail to be 
advantageously felt'.^ ^ Hodgson was confident that 'female society...created a very 
necessary and proper change in our life'."^ 
Much of the credit for cultivating the hospitality for which Eton Vale became renowned 
rests with Eliza Hodgson, thought to be the second white woman to brave the dangers 
of that early society. While it is known that John 'Tinker' Campbell was married when 
he settled on Westbrook, it has not been established if his wife and family accompanied 
him. Probably the first white woman to arrive and settle in 1841 was Mrs Allan 
Mclrmes, who accompanied her husband in Campbell's party from Scotland.'"' Eliza 
was the only woman amongst the early squatter wives to make the Downs her home for 
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110. 
^' HRA, ser. 1, vol. 23, 1844, 510-11. 
^^ MBFP 23 January 1855. 
Thomas Welsby, 'John CampbeU - a squatter of '41', Historical Society of Queensland, 24 November, 
1936, 30; Morgan, 'Discovery and early development of Darling Downs', 105-6. 
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any period of time, living at Eton Vale from 1842 until 1855, with a brief sojoum in 
England in 1848-49. 
Figure 2: Eliza Hodgson c. 1869, Neg. no. 31069 JOL 
On visiting the station in 1844, Thomas Dowse, Brisbane auctioneer and northem 
cortespondent for the Sydney Morning Herald, was aware that a lady's presence had 
enhanced the bush home. Eliza's contribution to Hodgson's esteem, as well as the rising 
fortunes of the family, was illuminated m Dowse's description of Eton Vale: 
The whole aspect of the quiet homestead stmck me as something so different from 
those I had previously visited. The trim kept garden, the wide tidy verandah round 
the house - all bespoke the presence of the Queen Bee - one whose observant eye 
and exquisite taste made the mde omaments of a bush home harmonize with the 
surroundings.^ "^ 
102 Dowse reminiscences, JOL OM79-68. Dowse commented that Hodgson was away deputising for 
Commissioner RoUeston at the time. 
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Eliza's refinement extended beyond the role of a skilful homemaker. As a hobby, she 
found an outlet in drawing and painting. She has been acclaimed as Queensland's first 
female artist, having studied in Sydney with Conrad Martens, a well known artist of the 
early Australian landscape. He stayed at Eton Vale on his 1851 tour of the Downs, 
where he made three pencil sketches of the station. These were purchased by the 
Hodgsons, and formed the basis for subsequent watercolours by Eliza. Some of her 
sketches, such as Brisbane's first hospital on North Quay and Brisbane from Toorak, 
July 1869 are a valuable resource for the history of Brisbane.'"^ 
As the squatters progressed in wealth and power, their differential status was not only 
apparent by their appearance and the standard of their homes, but also by their lifestyle. 
They formed an exclusiveness which caused resentment and separated them from the 
rest of society. In his reminiscences Nehemiah Bartley allows glimpses into the social 
life of the wealthy squatters, who entertained lavishly at race meetings and after balls. 
He suggested that after the great changes that took place in mn ownership during the 
early 1850s there was plenty of 'civilization' on the Darling Downs."^ 
By 1860 much of the social life centred around exclusive clubs, which emulated their 
British prototype. Hodgson is known to have been a member of the Queensland Club, 
formed in 1859, and was a founding or early member of the prestigious Australian 
Club, in Sydney.'"^ His name is not on the list of early subscribers to the North 
Australian Jockey Club at Ipswich, probably because he was in Sydney at the time. 
Founded in 1860, it became the 'leading turf club north of Sydney', attracting an 
exclusive membership. At that time Ipswich meant more to the squatters than Brisbane. 
Among the names of members were Joshua Bell, Amold Wienholt, John Deuchar and 
William Kent, who with Robert Ramsay and later the Clark and King families, formed 
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A1977, reel 876; Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL MF0073. 
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what Waterson termed the 'hard core of the Pure Merinos'. They had extended the list 
of the original settlers in this group, such as Hodgson, Watts, Gore and Isaac, who 
brought 'the habhs and ways of gentlemen' to this part of Queensland.'°'' 
By 1855 Hodgson was in effect a landed gentleman, which, in terms of the old 
hierarchal society, meant that he was free to enjoy his property.'°^ He appeared to be 
financially secure, and was thus in a position to have more control over the direction of 
his life. The property of Eton Vale was in the capable hands of his manager, John 
Watts. Hence Hodgson travelled to England with his family. This now consisted of 
Annie, thought to have been bom at Eton Vale in January 1843, and Francis Henry, 
who was bom in England on 23 November 1848; there were also four other children 
bom between 1850 and 1854. While they were in England, Charlotte was bom in 
January 1856.'°^ It is not known whether Hodgson was aware of his prospective 
Australian Agricultural Company position prior to his departure, but his desire to be a 
part of the first Queensland parliament was public knowledge. 
In taking Hodgson as representative of the Darling Downs squatters, it is possible to 
understand the accumulation of wealth and power over a twenty year period. This was 
gained initially through the favourable terms of the 1847 order-in-council and 
subsequently through manipulation of the land legislation. The perceived injustice 
which favoured the squatters, resulted in rivalry between that group and the town 
liberals. This rivalry was accentuated by the squatters' quest for cheap labour, which 
precipitated the debate for separation from New South Wales. This issue, with the 
squatters' demand for separation with exiles, reflected the extent to which the northem 
squatters had become a social caste in society. They had, in effect, formed a colonial 
gentry. 
'°^ Joshua Peter BeU, Queensland Club 1859 -1959 (Brisbane: Queensland Club, 1959), 5; Bartley, Opals 
and agates, 228; Waterson, Squatter, selector, storekeeper, 15; De Satge, Journal of Queensland 
squatter, 157. 
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Perkin, Origins of modern English society, 55. 
'°^ Rev. F.H. Hodgson papers, JOL MF0071. 
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Hodgson became a leader of this group. Yet the study of his growing wealth and 
power does not satisfy the interest in feelings and behaviour which Lawrence Stone 
suggests sheds light on a past culture and society.'°^ Therefore it is necessary to 
consider the actors in greater detail. In this way it may be possible to gain a clearer 
understanding of the squatters' attitude towards their role in the history of settlement in 
Queensland. 
109 
Stone, 'The revival of narrative', 13-19. 
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Chapter 4 
A PATRIARCHAL SOCIETY 
In analyzing the rise of a colonial gentry on the Darling Downs, it is important to retain 
the human element. As the social historian Rhys Isaac has commented, 'a society is not 
primarily a material entity. It is rather to be understood as a dynamic product of the 
activities of its members - a product profoundly shaped by the images the participants 
have of their own and others' performances'. By examining and interpreting the 
glimpses of 'people doing things', which Isaac refers to as action statements, it may be 
possible to gain a greater understanding of the life of early participants in Downs' 
history. To convey 'statements of feelings, purpose and belief which embody the 
human element, this chapter will take an anthropological approach, using retrospective 
ethnography.' 
A comprehensive diary, such as Isaac had for his portrayal of Virginian plantation 
society, is not available, but there is enough primary source material.^ This study will 
encompass the verbal component, such as letters and diaries, as well as other forms of 
expression, including dress and buildings. Arthur Hodgson and his property of Eton 
Vale will remain the focal point for this interpretation of Downs' society, although 
evidence from other sources will be used to expand on attitudes and relationships.^ 
The attempt to mould a patriarchal society was not new to Australia. Hodgson, who 
was at the forefront of the Downs' development, had travelled from Lx)ndon to Sydney 
in 1839 with James Macarthur, the founder of the village and farming settlement of 
Camden in New South Wales. In the 1830s Macarthur endeavoured to revive the 'local 
1 
2 
3 
Rhys Isaac, 'Ethnographic method in history: An action approach'. Historical Methods, 13, 1, Winter 
1980, 43, 44, 58; Alan Macfarlane, 'History, anthropology and the study of communities', Social History, 
5, 1977, 651. I am indebted to Isaac's paper for the foUowing interpretation. 
Rhys Isaac, The transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790 (Chapel HUl, North Carolina: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1982), passim. 
Isaac, 'Ethnographic method', 44. 
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self-sufficiency' in village life which he thought was waning in English society. The 
appointment of such powerful gentlemen as the Macarthurs as magistrates fostered the 
significance of locality, and a 'belief in the organic unity of society'. Within this 
framework the Macarthurs 'tried to make themselves the fathers of their people'. This 
concept was successful until the late 1850s, when the emergence of liberal democracy 
challenged local independence.'* The evolution of a patriarchal society at Camden was 
paralleled on the Darling Downs, albeit at a later date. 
The earliest action-statement, which provides an excellent clue to the societal attitudes 
the gentleman squatters brought to their new land, is found in William Leslie's letter of 
16 October 1834 to his son. Patrick Leslie, as the first white person to occupy land on 
the Darling Downs, set the tone of the future society. It was largely through Patrick's 
social and kinship group that other settlers, such as Hodgson, followed. On his retum 
in July 1840 from his initial joumey to the Downs, Patrick sought Hodgson out at his 
camp near Cash's station at New England. He persuaded Hodgson, who was undecided 
whether to go to the Clarence or the Darling Downs, 'to take the latter course'. In 
doing so, he shared with Hodgson the information required to find the Downs, with 
suggestions specifically on the country which Hodgson and Elliot later claimed.^ As all 
of the first group of settlers belonged to a common social or kinship group, they had in 
mind a social image which they wished to see perpetuated on the Downs. This was 
reflected in William Leslie's letter, an order with which Hodgson and the other settlers 
had a natural affinity. 
Firstly, that society was based on Christian principles, as reflected in the father's words: 
'Never, never, my Dear Boy, forget or neglect the precepts of your God', later referred 
to as 'the God of Heaven'. The Christian ideal embellished the traits of 'responsibility, 
philanthropy,... regularity in affairs; faith, duty, sobriety; chastity and pmdence'.*' 
^ QPD, vol. 9, 27 May 1869, 213; Atkmson, Camden, xi, xii, passim. 
RusseU, Genesis of Queensland, 168. 
^ W. Leslie to Patrick Leslie, 16 October 1834, 2, 13, JOL OM71-43; Raven, The English gentleman, 44-
51. 
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Secondly, it encompassed the ideals of a gentleman, which were largely based on the 
Christian ideal. Patrick was reminded, in reference to the people he would meet, that 
'the propriety of your own conduct & manners as a Gentleman can alone secure to you 
their future attentions & regard'. The term gentleman inferred a formal sense of 
hierarchy, which was also evident in Leslie's letter.^ 
This passage exemplified the squatters' image of the hierarchal society which they 
anticipated for their new land. William Leslie wrote: 
You will also find the middling & lower ranks different from what you have 
been accustomed to see at home, more particularly those belonging to the 
agricultural classes,... These, I conceive, may be subdivided into three distinct 
grades viz - 1st Farmers of small property & capital, under whose personal 
directions, all operations are carried on - 2dly overseers, shepherds & others, 
under whose management the farms, flocks & herds of more extensive & opulent 
proprietors are placed - 3dly Labourers, & other operatives who, I fancy, are in a 
great measure composed of convicts from the Mother country.- Where 
intelligence & well regulated industry are to be found among the 1st of these 
three classes,... the best examples of orderly, economical & successful 
management will be discovered.- When integrity, activity, & judicial conduct 
prevail among the 2nd much valuable information & practical instmction my be 
obtained - And the best, - indeed the only, - way in which the services of the 3rd 
can be made effectual towards comfort or advantage is to lead them by 
considerate & kind treatment, combined with a suavity but decided firmness of 
demeanour to a proper discharge of their duties which,... will be cheerfully 
performed from a principle of self interest attended with a degree of respect & 
attachment, that hauteur & hardship never could command. 
Thus the settlers who followed Patrick Leslie to the Downs were imbued with the ideals 
of a Christian gentleman, in which the privilege of property demanded a charitable 
attitude to the poor in a patriarchal society.^ 
"7 
W. Leslie to Patrick, 4; Perkin, Origins of modern English society, 25. 
W. Leslie to Patrick, 5; cf. Perkin, Origins of modern English society, 242. 
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Evidence of this ethos was reflected in the attitude to the cheap labour introduced after 
transportation ceased in 1840. The Moreton Bay squatters experimented with the 
importation of Indian, Chinese and Pacific Islanders during the acute labour shortage. 
The Moreton Bay Labour Fund, of which Hodgson was an active member, was formed 
in 1846 for this purpose. These employees were intended to replace the convicts as a 
cheap and servile work force.^ The attitude of the squatters to this type of labour is 
reflected in evidence conceming the employment of South Sea Islanders. 
Benjamin Boyd, an entrepreneur and speculator who arrived in Australia in 1842, was 
one of the first to seek South Sea Islander labour. A letter to Boyd from Captain 
Kirsopp of the Velocity, advertising a voyage which successfully obtained 'sixty-five 
young men from the various islands in the New Hebrides group', was published in the 
May 1847 Courier. The words conceming the treatment of these islanders asserted the 
hierarchal authority that had evolved in the pastoral industry by 1847. In writing of his 
optimism conceming the immigration program, Kirsopp, in reference to the Islanders, 
suggested that 'by common firmness and kindness in the management of them, [they] 
may be induced to do a moderate quantity of work equally as well as any European, 
and at less than one-third the cost'.'° 
The suggested firmness and kindness echoes William Leslie's beliefs regarding the third 
class of agricultural operatives, confirming the dominance of the gentry over what was 
virtually their slave labour. The squatters did not view it in these terms, as indicated in 
an 1883 article by Thomas Archer, an early squatter and then agent-general for 
Queensland in London. He refuted that there was ever slavery in Queensland, claiming 
that the Islanders were paid six monthly in gold in the presence of a police magistrate, 
and all expenses were covered." 
9 
Saunders, Workers in bondage, 5, 14-16; Fisher, 'Alien presence m early Brisbane', 79-96; MBC 12 and 
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The type of colonization which transpired on the Darling Downs had some parallels 
with the settling of Virginia, which in tum was based on the village community of 
England. The first govemor of Queensland, Sir George Bowen, was aware of the 
similarity.'^ While the social organization in Virginia was patriarchal, Isaac suggests 
that in the 'age of "sensibility" patriarchy was being sentimentalized into paternalism'. 
In Queensland this phenomenon was evident in the attitude to the South Sea Islanders, 
as in his letter announcing the arrival of the islanders, Kirsopp wrote: 
Viewing the introduction of these islanders as a philanthropist, I cannot imagine 
a greater benefit conferred on a race, than removing these poor benighted 
creatures from a state of starvation and heathen ignorance to a Christian country, 
where they will not only have the benefit of religious instmction, but be taught 
all the advantages of civilization. 
This well-meaning patemalism may have been the public attitude of the participants in 
this form of immigration, to compensate for the guilt attached to what became known 
as 'blackbirding'.'^ Yet whether there was guilt is debatable if, as social historian 
Geoffrey Best suggests, 'charity was in effect...an integral part of the practical system of 
social subordination'.''* 
It is doubtful whether the mid-Victorian gentleman of the Downs consciously viewed 
charity in these terms. As the squatters aspired to a position which was synonymous 
with their experience of the English squire, it was instinctive for them to assume social 
control over their servants and the less advantaged. The aristocratic ideal considered 
that 'protection and maintenance were the right of the poor and a duty of the rich 
implicit in the privilege of property'. Thus as early as 1844 the gentleman of Moreton 
Bay had formed a Benevolent Society, 'to promote the physical and moral well-being of 
the labouring classes'. Hodgson, endowed with the gentleman's sense of duty 
throughout his life, was named with squatters Frederick Bracker and the Leslie brothers. 
12 
Sh G.F. Bowen to Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, in Lane-Poole, Thirty years of colonial government, 110. 
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Isaac, Transformation of Virginia, 309; Laslett, The world we have lost, 62; MBC 15 May 1847; 
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1907 (Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 1970), passim. Blackbirding was the name given to the tradmg of 
islanders by kidnapping. 
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as one 'who had taken a great interest in the welfare of the Institution'. Captain John 
Clements Wickham, the president of the society and Brisbane's police magistrate, urged 
other squatters to contribute to the fund, as it was largely their servants who sought 
relief from the society.'^ 
This evidence provides a powerful statement concerning the ranked stmcture of society, 
where a patemalistic outlook had naturally formed. The evolution of this social milieu 
can be analyzed further through the non-verbal statements and records of human 
encounters associated with the development of Hodgson's property, Eton Vale. 
Eton Vale was situated on the northem margin of the Darling Downs, a tableland which 
altemated between lightly timbered ranges and alluvial flats and valleys. The 
surrounding country was of the open down variety, with 'beautiful quilty undulating 
pasture country'. Russell's description evokes the scene as it was observed by the 
inhabitants of the Eton Vale homestead: 
The plain in front, sloping down to the creek, such as it was, for about half a 
mile, rising again from the other bank, gently ascending to the opposite lightly-
wooded ridges about three miles away hence...the long reach of treeless...grass 
plain from east and up the watershed, narrowing as it ascends in that direction, 
widening as it descends to us...into that expanse of prairie [the] long rank grass 
wavering and shimmering under a light breath of air. 
The homestead and accompanying buildings rested on the rise of ground above the 
creek, yet close enough that a flood in late 1845 destroyed part of the garden and 
washed away the fence.'^ 
An analysis of evidence conceming the dwellings from 1840, including the visual 
material which is available on Eton Vale buildings from 1841 to 1868, reveals the 
rising status of Hodgson and his family. These images, which Isaac terms non-verbal 
statements, are given purpose and belief when accompanied by the contemporary 
observations made by visitors to the station. 
^^  Perkin, Origins of modern English society, 42, 242; MBC 25 October 1844 in BTN, 69; MBC 25 July 
1846. 
' Crawford papers, joumal, 8 November 1845, AJCP M687; RusseU, Genesis of Queensland, 201. 
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Hodgson and Elliot lived in a cloth tent from 1840 to 1841, after which the first home 
was erected at Eton Vale. This was a slab hut built in 1841, which Hodgson depicted 
in a drawing in December of that year [Figure 3]. In 1842 he built a new home in 
preparation for his bride Eliza. It was described by David Forbes as 'a long slab house 
with verandah'. This is probably the structure in Walter Hume's photograph of 1886, 
entitled The old head station, Eton Vale [Figure 4]. The third and probably the last 
house to be built while Hodgson was in residence at Eton Vale was erected in 1847. 
This rambling colonial homestead is thought to be depicted in the water-colour by 
Conrad Martens in 1851 [Figure 5]. There is evidence of a fourth home, included in a 
drawing by visiting English amateur artist Stanley Leighton who visited Eton Vale in 
1868, and in the photograph by Hume.'^ No specific documentary evidence is available 
on the two-storeyed cottage to the left in Leighton's drawing [Figure 6]. 
A photograph of unknown origin, allegedly of Eton Vale head station in 1860, portrays 
the village type settlement that had occurred [Figure 7]. As the photograph is 
indistinct, it is unclear whether this reflects the buildings at the sheep washpool further 
up Hodgson's Creek [Figure 8], or the station homestead buildings.'^ 
The cloth tent in which Hodgson and his partner Elliot lived for nearly a year after 
settling at Eton Vale was situated at their first headquarters, Dmmmers. In 1841 the 
partners built a hut about twelve miles up Hodgson's Creek as described by RusseU.'^ 
Hodgson made a pencil sketch of this primitive abode in December 1841. 
17 
Kerr, Dictionary of Australian artists, 459, 513-516. 
'^  See survey map D1434.37, 29 May 1858 for the location of Eton Vale washpool; and map D1434.12, 28 
September 1857 for station buildings, Lands Department, Brisbane. There are further photographs in JOL 
which verify the existence of most of these buUdings. 
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Figure 3: PencU sketch of head station, Eton Vale, 1 December 1841, F.H. Hodgson papers, AJCP reel M729, 
JOL MF0071 
The drawing indicates that this dwelling was made of slabs, which are timber 'planks 
split from logs of hardwood, eight feet long, by means of wedges. The slabs are placed 
upright in the ground, and nailed at the top to a wall-plate'. This rectangular hut with 
right hand side skillion and spreading slab chimney, probably had a bark roof. The 
drawing was executed from the back, which shows two small window openings in the 
wall. The household water may have been kept in the two bartels placed beside the 
skillion. The drawing depicts fencing or a yard near a dray, and some bales of wool to 
the right of the building. While there are scattered gum trees in the foreground, the 
aspect appears to be of open plain, with no evident planting in the vicinity.^ 
These slab huts with bark roof and earthen floor formed the usual dwellings in the bush 
at this time. As there was no glass, shutters were used to cover window space.^' 
Another aspiring squatter, Thomas Archer, visited Eton Vale in August 1841. He gave 
20 
21 
In Rod Fisher, 'Brisbane's timber houses in Queensland context: towards a dynamic analysis', Brisbane: 
Mining, building Story Bridge, the mndmill, BHG Papers No. 10, 1991, 86. 
David Forbes, 'Remmiscences of the early days of the present colony of Queensland', Queenslarui 
Geographical Journal, 16, 1900, 55, 58. 
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the dimensions of the hut, thought to be the one sketched by Hodgson, as 'sixteen feet 
by ten'.2^ 
CW. Pitts, a pioneer squatter who visited in December 1842, stated that 'the palatial 
residence of the "squatting Prince" consisted of a slab hut, with bark hut for kitchen, 
store, etc' Pitts was perhaps referring to the home Hodgson had prepared for his bride 
Eliza, whom he married in Sydney on 30 March 1842. In a lecture given in 1849 
Hodgson stated that it was eighteen months after he had settled at Eton Vale before a 
house was ready. He and Eliza arrived on the Downs in April, much to the delight of 
fellow squatters, as Eliza was only the second white woman to arrive in the area.^ ^ 
This home could be the one shown in Hume's photograph of the old head station taken 
in 1886. Certainly the descriptions provided by two fellow pioneers assist in the 
identification of a similar dwelling. Archer, who again visited in 1844, described the 
house as 'a fine roomy cottage with a broad verandah, several smaller buildings 
scattered about, and a garden and fenced paddocks in front, while on the verandah was 
seated a handsome lady with some lovely children playing round her'. This cottage 
about which Archer wrote in 1897 was no doubt the marital home. Archer's description 
also attests the general development of buildings on Eton Vale. 
David Forbes, who settled at Clifton with his brother in 1843, remarked of Hodgson: 
He had a long slab house with verandah in front and at the side, with a large 
store at one end, and his wife's apartments at the other; all surrounded by a high 
paling fence, with garden in front for fmit and vegetables. They lived there in 
great comfort and entertained all who called there most hospitably. The 
household party consisted of Arthur and Mrs Hodgson, his brother Pemberton 
Hodgson, and his partner Elliot; many of those who went to the Springs 
(Drayton) to get their weekly post, called in and spent the evening at Eton Vale. 
22 
Archer, Recollections of a rambling life, 54. On this visit the Honorable Mr Munay, a friend of the 
Hodgson brothers, was reading at the fire with kid gloves on his hands. In 1845, when Crawford visited 
Caiming Downs he found the same gentleman there, commentmg a queer fish he was'. 
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While Forbes was writing in 1900, it is apparent that he was referring to a home built 
before 1845, by which time both Pemberton Hodgson and Elliot had left Eton Vale. 
Hodgson's lecture of 1849 implies that this home had a bark roof, an earth floor, and 
was unlined." 
Figure 4: The old head station Eton Vale, 1886, vol. 2, 40, Hume CoUection, Fryer Library 
Eton Vale was one of the stations where the accommodation and fare was better than 
most. As wool prices collapsed in 1843 and there was no market for surplus stock, new 
homes were beyond the budget of most squatters. No doubt Hodgson and his wife felt 
the recession keenly, having outlayed capital on their new house. Yet Eliza and Arthur 
Hodgson worked together in their early married life to establish the property and a 
comfortable home. In a letter to Louise Blaxland in 1844, Eliza reflected her pride in 
her husband's gardening pursuits, the lawn especially setting the house off to 'real 
advantage'. James Crawford verified the busy life on the property in 1845 when the 
whole family was affected by the workload of the shearing season.^ By improving 
their social status the Hodgson family were able to reinforce the patriarchal principles 
of their class. 
24 Archer, Recollections of a rambling life, HI ; Forbes, 'Reminiscences', 55-56. 
^ Eliza Hodgson to Louise Blaxland, 6 October 1844, ML A1322; Crawford papers. Journal 8 November 
1845, AJCP M687. 
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In comparison, the years from 1844 to 1846 were prosperous for the pastoral industry. 
Debts were being paid off and homesteads improved. Although Forbes had said that 
'Eton Vale was a charming rendezvous for squatters on that side of the Downs', 
Hodgson's success was reflected in the erection of a new house in 1847. Two years 
later he described it as a shingled cottage with a 'boarded floor' more 'in the style of a 
good English farmhouse than of a London drawing room'. The walls and ceiling were 
covered with canvas which was decorated with pretty paper. In his reference to a good 
English farmhouse, Hodgson may have had in mind the traditional long-house which 
has persisted in farmhouse buildings to the present day. This was originally a long 
rectangular single storey house, one room in width.^^ Further evidence of Hodgson's 
rising status was his admission that Staffordshire china had replaced the tin pots, and 
the diet was extended beyond 'mutton chops and damper'. He attributed these 
improvements to the pastoral leases being extended to fourteen years, and the presence 
of a woman.^^ 
The fact that this home was lined may have placed it in the 'superior' type then being 
buih in Brisbane, as described by prospective sawmiller William Pettigrew in 1850. On 
a visit to Eton Vale on 25 January 1848 Crawford described it as: 
An excellent house erected and handsomely fumished with capital kitchen and 
office, bams, stables, overseers and men's huts all admirably and substantially 
built. The material used is split timber with sandstone chimneys and flagging. 
Unfortunately the sandstone was discovered too late or the house might have been 
built of it as cheap as wood. 
Yet Pettigrew classified the dwellings in Brisbane constmcted of 'split hardwood' as 
amongst the cheapest, this being the bush tradition known as slab.^ ^ Sawn timber was 
probably not available until James Taylor established a steam sawmill in Toowoomba in 
Olive Cook, English cottages and farmhouses ( London: Thames and Hudson, 1982), 14, 15, 190; M.W. 
Barley, The English farmhouse and cottage (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1961), 249-51, Plate 
XXIVa. 
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Forbes, 'Rerniniscences', 58; Hodgson, Emigration to the Australian settlements, 18-19. 
28 
Fisher, 'Brisbane's timber houses in Queensland context', 79, 82, 84; Crawford papers, joumal, 25 January 
1848, AJCP M687. 
95 
1858.^ ^ However, the use of sandstone was possibly innovative for this time on the 
Downs. 
Figure 5: Conrad Martens, Tiew of Eton Vale looking west, 1851, ML ZSV*/SP COLL/Martens/7. 
The only visual image known to exist of this dwelling is the water colour painted by 
Conrad Martens on his visit to the Downs at the end of 1851.^ ° Martens probably 
painted the curtent home of highest status. The painting was entitled View of Eton Vale 
looking west, which was purchased by Hodgson in 1853. While the image is not close 
enough to ascertain fine details such as the type of building material used, it gives the 
overall impression of being a fine rambling colonial homestead with three rear 
chimneys. 
Martens was an artist who sought the patronage of wealthy squatters. On his visit to 
the Downs in 1851 to early 1852, he sketched many of the homesteads, later producing 
watercolours which were subsequently bought by the station owners. Evidence that he 
extended his activity to the Brisbane River Valley is reflected in John McConnel's 
29 MBC 14 July 1858. 
^ J.G. Steele, Conrad Martens in Queensland: the frontier travels of a colonial artist (St Lucia, Q: 
University of Queensland Press, 1978), 42-51, Plate 46. 
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purchase in 1852 of watercolours of his station. Cressbrook appeared similar in 
stmcture to the Eton Vale homestead and is more clearly depicted. Built in 1843, and 
extended around 1847, Mary McConnel described it in 1849 as a 'vertical slab and 
shingle verandah cottage'. This stmcture was only one room deep, with a wide 
verandah in front and a skillion of rooms with chimneys at the back. By the 1840s this 
style of verandahed homestead, using local materials, had become an Australian 
tradition.^' 
The report of the harvest home given in 1860 by John Watts, then a partner in Eton 
Vale, stated that the station was delightfully situated on the margin of the Downs; and 
the homestead being 'particularly unique', could adom the columns of the Illustrated 
London News.^^ Yet newcomer Katie Hume, while very impressed with the Ramsay 
family who came to live there on becoming partners with Hodgson in 1867, was not 
particularly impressed with Eton Vale. She said in June 1867 that it was 'not a pretty 
station...The house is a long, low, straggling, wooden one, which they [Ramsays] are 
still adding to for their large and increasing family'. In July 1867, Katie and Walter 
Hume visited Westbrook with the Ramsay family to inspect the new home that was 
being built on that station. It was on 'a grand scale', which filled Mrs Ramsay 'full of 
envy'. On this occasion Katie described the Ramsay residence as 'their old straggling 
wooden house'. The term old suggests that their home was the one built by Hodgson in 
1847.'^ 
In 1868 Stanley Leighton, who retired from his London law practice in 1867, visited 
Eton Vale during a tour of Australia. His pencil sketch of the property was his only 
drawing of squattage in Queensland. 
^' Steele, Martens in Queensland, 42-52, 46, Plate 12; Brisbane River Valley Heritage Tour, BHG 1991, 
No. 13, 11-13; Clive Lucas and Ray Joyce, Australian Country Houses (Sydney: Lansdowne Press, 1987), 
40-41. 
^^  DDG 20 December 1860. 
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Figure 6: Stanley Leighton, Eton Vale Darling Downs, 17 August 1868, NLA 
Leighton's image highlights the evolving development of houses on Eton Vale. This 
rough sketch depicts a stylistic Georgian influenced two-storyed, timber and iron gable-
roofed house, with decorative timber finials either side of the roof apex. There was a 
central front door with French windows either side; the walls were constmcted of wide 
chamfer boards with paned windows. The cottage, which probably had four rooms 
downstairs and two in the attic, appeared to be one of the main buildings. This home 
was also visible in Hume's photograph, but by 1886 the windows were decorated with 
shutters. Also included in Leighton's drawing was a long, low, straggling wooden 
house of the type about which Katie Hume commented in 1867.^ "* Yet the position of 
the chimneys and the gabled roof of this stmcture suggest it was the old head station of 
1842 as photographed by Hume, and not the hip-roofed homestead of Marten's painting. 
In the background is another stmcture which cannot be positively identified, though the 
chimney is similar to the hut of 1841. Both Leighton and Hume's images of these 
34 Stanley Leighton (1837-1901), Eton Vale Darling Downs in Sketches in Australia with joumal extracts vol. 
2 (London: np., 1868), 69, NLA, Accession No. R4153; Bonnin, ed., Katie Hume on the Darling Downs. 
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houses, executed from a similar angle, show the vineyard in front, while Leighton's 
sketch includes a sweeping driveway up the gently rising hill. 
It is possible that the two front houses were attached, as the older buildings generally 
continued in use on these stations while the main homestead developed in status. 
Evidence of this remains at Cressbrook, which became 'a series of pavilions linked 
together with verandahs and fences'.^^ If the front house had been in existence when 
Katie Hume was observing living conditions in 1867, she would surely have 
commented on it. Thus, it may have been built for the ever enlarging Ramsay family 
around 1868. Though this stmcture is not mentioned in any of the evidence, a very 
stylish new house was erected at Eton Vale in the early 1880s. This was constructed 
for Edward Hodgson, then manager of the property, and his wife, but was destroyed by 
fire in 1912.'^ 
Mrs Ramsay was in residence during Leighton's visit, her husband being involved in 
parliamentary duties at the time. Leighton described her as a 'kind Scotch lady, 
sensible and rather clever'. His letter of introduction was provided by Mrs Gore Brown, 
the wife of the governor of Tasmania. This evidence reinforces the elite status of the 
Ramsay family, in keeping with their partner in Eton Vale. Leighton also described the 
starion as 'a large collection of huts, on the side of a gently rising hill, with a little 
vineyard and orchard in front. A l the habitations necessary for the station were here 
collected together, and not as in most cases scattered over the mn and they presented 
the appearance of a little village'.^^ 
35 
Lucas and Joyce, Australian Country Houses, 42. 
Hodgson, Australia revisited, 259; Maurice French and Duncan Waterson, The Darling Downs: A 
pictorial history 1850-1950 (Toowoomba- DDIP, 1982), 34, plate 37. 
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Figure 7: Eton Vale head station c. 1860, Neg. no. 17480 JOL 
Figure 8: Eton Vale station washpool, nd., Neg. no. 17481 JOL 
The photograph of Eton Vale after 1860 is too indistinct to verify any specific 
buildings. However, it gives the overall impression of a village settlement, reflecring 
the development of the property since the days of the cloth tent twenty years earlier. 
Likewise, the image of the sheep washpool, initially introduced by Watts during his 
first term of office at Eton Vale before 1850, indicates a successful business venture.^^ 
A 1857 survey map, although not very clear, also reveals the extent of development on 
Eton Vale by 1857.^ ^ It is possible to identify the large enclosed area and position of 
the head station on Hodgson's Creek, as well as the woolshed, overseers' huts and 
38 
39 
Rod Fisher, 'Aspects of early photography in the Moreton Bay region', Brisbane: Housing, the river arui 
health, the arts, BHG Papers No. 3, 1985, 129, 138-39. The photographer of the station and washpool is 
unknown, but commercial photographers visited the Downs by the 1850s. Both E.T. Brissenden and 
Thomas Mathewson were working there about this thne; Mathewson is known to have photographed a 
washpool, though there is no evidence to claim this image as his work. 
See map D1434.12, 28 September 1857 for station buUdings, Lands Department, Brisbane; Watts, 
Remmiscences, 46. 
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stockyards in reasonably close proximity to the house. The road from Warwick to 
Drayton bisects the property. 
While Katie Hume was not impressed with Eton Vale, and Leighton described it as a 
collection of huts, in 1869 Thomas Dowse thought King Arthur's 'domain fit for the 
residence of a Prince'. Dowse, one of the earliest residents of Brisbane after it was 
declared a free colony in 1842, described Eton Vale thus following an absence of 
twenty-five years. No doubt his point of view was influenced by comparing Eton Vale 
in 1869 with his previous visit of 1844."*° 
Having established, with as much accuracy as possible, the evolving complex of 
buildings on Eton Vale, it is possible to interpret the socio-cultural significance of this 
development in relation to the rise of a colonial gentry on the Darling Downs. 
Leighton's description of Eton Vale as a little village, and the c. 1860 image, were the 
tangible embodiment of Hodgson's aspirations to emulate the English landed gentry in 
colonial Australia. The development of habitation indicated the progress in Hodgson's 
rising financial and social status. 
The first year, during which the accommodation consisted of a cloth tent and a slab hut, 
was perhaps the only period that an egalitarian spirit existed on the Downs. All of the 
men, whether they were employers or employees, wore the same bush attire, and all 
shared with the camp duties. The diet of salt beef, mutton, damper and billy tea, and 
the mde sleeping accommodation were common to all.'*' Yet this spirit was of a very 
transitory nature, as one observer stated about the Hodgson of 1842 that 'under all 
circumstances [he] never forgot to play the role of an English gentleman'.'*^ 
Eariy signs of progress are evident in the 1841 sketch by Hodgson, with material 
acquisitions, such as the dray and wool bales, scattered about. This progress was 
'^ The Brisbane Courier 3 July 1869, Dowse reminiscences, JOL OM79-68. 
Hodgson, Emigration to the Australian settlements, 18. 
'*^  Dansie, 'Toowoomba's Yesterdays', Toowoomba Chronicle 14 November 1985. 
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acknowledged in the act of matrimony. Hodgson, in being the first squatter to bring his 
wife to the Downs, was the first of the group to increase his social status. Thomas 
Dowse was aware of the difference a woman's presence made to the home. On his visit 
in 1844, he envied 'the monarch of all I surveyed from the rising ground'."*^ 
Eliza's presence changed the male-orientated world of Eton Vale. This was primarily 
apparent in the design of the house constmcted for her, which reflected the Victorian 
ideal of woman worship. Forbes described the house as having the wife's apartments at 
one end and the store at the other. Thus Eliza was accorded her privacy where she was 
able to make the home a temple. Her role as separate from the men and their daily 
work, was further defined by the house having a walled garden; this shielded her from 
the dangers of the outside world, such as the presence of convicts and Aborigines, 
where she was the only woman. Her power to mle the household was also evident in 
the placement of the store, on which the physical well-being of the settlers depended, 
under her protective custody.'*^ 
As at Macarthur's Camden and McConnel's Cressbrook, self sufficiency was advocated; 
this was apparent in the early establishment of a fmit and vegetable garden at Eton 
Vale in which Eliza expressed some pride. In every aspect, Eliza's presence contributed 
to the status of Eton Vale, which became a comfortable residence noted for generous 
hospitality. Yet male superiority and command was evident in the fact that Eliza was 
not mentioned in Pitts' recollection of the day in December 1842, when fifteen men, 
mostly local squatters, sat down 'to the well-fumished table of our host, whose jovial 
good humour kept his company in good spirits'.'*^ 
Within five years of his marriage Hodgson had built a fine rambling homestead, which 
he described as more in the style of an English farmhouse than a London drawing 
Dowse reminiscences, JOL OM79-68. 
'^ Walter E. Houghton, The Victorian frame of mind 1830-1870 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1957), 350. 
'^ ^ Houghton, Victorian frame of mind, 350; Dansie, Toowoomba's Yesterdays', Toowoomba Chronicle 14 
November 1985. 
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room. This statement suggests that Hodgson was more attuned to the latter, and that 
was where his ambitions were directed. The refinement of the home and the 
arrangement of social space around the homestead confirmed his dominance as a 
gentleman squatter. This aspect is highlighted by Crawford's description of the office, 
bams, stables, overseers and men's huts, as quoted already, with the additional passage: 
The shearing shed, at some distance from the house, looks like a church & is the 
most complete affair of the kind that I have seen in the Colony. It is said to have 
cost £300. The 'barracks' was fitted up with eight or nine beds, wash bench & 
tanks & towels & was occupied by five or six passers by on this night. 
The evidence of Archer, Leighton and Crawford attests the development of the property 
as a village settlement on the Downs. The evolution of buildings reflected the progress 
which was evident throughout the squatting fratemity. Likewise at Cressbrook a 
'veritable township...centred around the head station'. Whether consciously or 
otherwise, these settlements emulated the English village community.'*^ 
The buildings at Eton Vale provide non-verbal statements which convey the social 
hierarchy. Pride of place was given to the Hodgson's residence as befitted the home of 
a master of the soil. A distinctive culture was apparent, as the other buildings were 
described as huts and barracks, which suggests a pattem of communal living for the 
servants as distinct from the master. Likewise the availability of quarters equipped with 
washing and sleeping facilities for 'passers by' reflect a society in which hospitality was 
considered an obligation as well as a pleasure. A patriarchal society was evident in 
these village settlements where the population fluctuated with the seasons. For 
example, the resident population of Jondaryan station in the 1860s was thought to 
fluctuate between 150 and 200.^ ^ 
Evidence that the social organization of the pastoralists continued to be patriarchal well 
into the 1870s is reflected in the property of the Bell family. During the most 
Crawford papers, journal, 25 January 1848, AJCP M687; Leighton, Sketches in Australia, 69; DDG 20 
December 1860; Brisbane River Valley Heritage Tour, 11-12. 
DDG 20 December 1860; Walker, Jondaryan station, ch. 4; Jan Walker, 'The settlement and 
development of Jondaryan station' in Settlement of the colony of Queensland: a seminar by JOL (Brisbane: 
Library Board of Queensland, 1978), 7. 
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profitable period of Australian pastoralism from 1871 to 1877, the handsome mansion, 
Jimbour House, was built at a cost of £30,000. A small township arose around this 
gentleman's residence, indicating the social values of the occupant. It consisted of 'a 
church, school, butcher's and blacksmith's shop, a general store, men's quarters and 
housing for the married employees; also quarters used especially for travellers and 
swagmen'.'*^ This home signified the epitome and perhaps the climax of the gentry 
society on the Darling Downs, since their power as a social group had diminished by 
the late 1880s. 
While the visual interpretation of these homesteads confirm the gentleman's 
commanding position in society, the Eton Vale harvest home festivals provide a most 
powerful statement about the type of society and authority within that society on the 
Downs. The harvest home festival, traditionally associated with the British landed 
gentry, was a thanksgiving provided by 'the Lord of the soil' or the landlord. Its 
purpose was to thank the village community at the completion of a successful harvest."*^ 
On the Downs it was associated with the completion of shearing. 
John Watts, a partner in Eton Vale from 1857 to 1867, introduced the festival of the 
harvest home in 1860, the year he was elected member for Drayton and Toowoomba in 
Queensland's first parliament. Hodgson was absent at that time, but the festival 
obviously had his blessing. These celebrations became a ritual cycle until Watts, who 
sold his share of Eton Vale to Robert Ramsay, retired and retumed to England in 1868. 
Perhaps he did not wish to be a part of the change that was taking place in a society 
that had been touched by democracy, a change which he referred to as 'a new order of 
things...under responsible government'.^" 
Waterson, Squatter, selector, and storekeeper, 60; CW. RusseU, Jimbour (Dalby: The Dalby Herald, 
1982), 17, 19. 
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Oscar de Satge, a squatter, author and later member of parliament, described Watts as 
'a man full of good nature', which was possibly the reason for the introduction of the 
festival. Watts himself stated that 'my great desire was to make all around me happy'.^' 
Yet the fact that this gathering was called a harvest home reflects the strong influence 
of British hierarchal society and the desire of the local gentry to emulate it. The 
reportage of such events indicates their acceptance in the community. 
Valuable images of the participants in these festivals are conveyed in the local 
newspaper reports of the events. The account of the first harvest home in the Darling 
Downs Gazette reveals the fine gradations in the ranked stmcture of society.^^ In 
uncharitable terms, considering Watts' good nature, it could be considered an example 
of Best's suggested 'system of social subordination'. The first festival consisted of a 
dinner for 100 people associated with the station, followed by a dance in the woolshed. 
It was a gala occasion, with flags festooning the entrance and a 'welcome' sign over the 
door. The fact that the dinner was held on the verandah of the homestead made a 
strong statement regarding Watts' social standing and his ability to dispense 
munificence. The line defining the gentleman's rank compared with those who were not 
of that status was explicit in the report: 'Mr Watts, his family and visitors, occupied 
one portion of the table, and "below the salt", his "retainers" as in the days of old, sat 
to the same board.' Thus two levels of society were immediately established, the 
gentlemen and others. The word 'retainers' also conveys a formal sense of servitude. 
Watts was obviously aware of this composition of society, and perhaps, subsequent to 
the views expressed during the separation debate, realized that it was inappropriate for 
that time and place. In referring to responsible govemment during his speech to the 
gathering he hoped he could initiate 'a new order of things in relations subsisting 
between master and man'. He wished to elevate 'the dignity of labour'. However in his 
^' DDG 20 December 1860; Dansie, 'Toowoomba's Yesterdays', Toowoomba Chronicle, 10 July 1986; de 
Satge, Journal of Queensland squatter, 70; Watts, Reminiscences, 92. 
^^  DDG 20 December 1860. The foUowing discussion is based on this edition. 
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choice of the words 'master and man' it was evident that the hierarchal society was well 
entrenched. 
Yet social mobility was evident, its mention during the speeches indicating that this was 
a topical subject. In a toast to the working men, a Mr Grimes referred to this 
possibility, asserting that 'shepherds had risen to overseers, superintendents, and 
squatters'. Incidents of this were known to have happened. One of Hodgson's 
shepherds, an ex-convict, had been promoted to overseer, and James Taylor's rise to 
fortune was well known on the Downs. Two of the toasts at the festival were proposed 
by James Peardon, the head shearer, and James Robertson, a bush-worker, both of 
whom were aldermen of the newly-formed Municipality of Toowoomba. Yet the fact 
that some of the Eton Vale employees at this harvest home had worked on the property 
for ten and twelve years, indicates that social success may not have been as easy as 
claimed.^ ^ 
The report of the first Eton Vale harvest home contains shades of the Anglo-Saxon 
colonization of Virginia, which reinforces this type of patriarchal society as a social 
model. It relates that after Watts and his guests had 'mingled' with shearers and 
shepherds, the employees were entertained by 'nigger melodies'. The term 'nigger' 
might suggest that the Downs' stations had assumed the character of a plantation society 
as in Virginia.^ "* Just as the protagonist. Colonel Landon Carter in Isaac's study, 
established his role as 'patriarch-provider', so Watts in mingling with his employees, 
supplied a strong statement regarding his role of charitable provider to his servants. 
This cultural milieu was also established elsewhere in Queensland by the early 1860s. 
In the cotton and sugar enterprises on the Logan, Robert Towns and Louis Hope created 
plantation societies with the large scale introduction of coloured labour.^^ 
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As Isaac noted in his study, the 'master's identity became deeply involved with the 
successful regulation of the slaves' activities'.^^ Although Hodgson is known to have 
employed Chinese shepherds, the Eton Vale servants were hardly slaves. Nevertheless 
a certain degree of social control was evident. This manifested itself in the importance 
attached to the 'decorous behaviour' of guests at the harvest home, considering Hodgson 
had supplied a 'cask of porter' for the occasion. The behaviour of the servants was no 
doubt a reflection on the master. 
The acceptance of social control as part of the patriarchal society is very evident from 
the report of the 1861 harvest home. It extended beyond the role of employer to 
education and religion. The newspaper report remarked on 'our approbation of these re-
unions between employers and employed as calculated to refine and elevate the tastes 
of the working classes'. This indicates the class divisions that existed in society, based 
on education. The master's role in this regard was reflected in the provision of a school 
house within the confines of the station, the plans for which were outlined in Watts' 
speech in 1861. The school was opened in his absence by his father-in-law, Dr Nelson, 
in 1865. Adult education was included by means of evening classes, and a circulating 
library was created.^^ 
A church was also established on the property at Cambooya in 1861. Hodgson and 
Watts gave a home rent-free as a parsonage, and each supplied £40 per year as a 
stipend for the first incumbent, the Reverend Mr Thackeray. Prior to this, religious 
services had been held in the Eton Vale homestead.^^ The Downs had virtually 
established an Anglican hierarchy with the first settlers. The first minister of religion 
was Benjamin Glennie, who made an initial visit to Eton Vale on 7 August 1848. He 
held services at many of the Downs' stations, including those of the Scots' settlers, but 
formally established the Church of England with the purchase of land in Drayton on 20 
Isaac, Transfonnation of Virginia, 42. 
" DDG 19 December 1861, 5 August 1865; Rae Pennycuick, The Cambooya Story, 1840-1900 
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November 1850.^ ^ Indeed Hodgson's accounts from 1850 show a regular amount of 
60 £13 6s to Glennie, which no doubt was part of the local effort to sustain his ministry. 
While the study of Eton Vale homestead and the harvest home festival clearly 
establishes the social position of the gentleman squatter in Downs' society, there are 
other 'modes of role-definition' which extend this analysis. According to art historian 
Margaret Maynard, 'commodities, which include dress, are social in origin, producing 
values and meanings'.^' Dress defined status as clearly as the hierarchy of dwellings 
and the life-style of the squatter. While Hodgson had claimed that it was difficult 'to 
tell master from servant' in the early days of settlement, by 1853 there was a noticeable 
social distinction in the style of the squatters. They then went to Brisbane 'all booted 
and spurred, with cabbage-tree hats and light coloured clothes'. Some squatters dressed 
in London fashion. This was an interesting comment pertaining to Joshua Bell, as he 
was possibly the only one of the squatter group who had been educated in Australia. 
Yet he was rarely seen in 'bush costume'.^^ 
Dress quickly became the medium which set the young squatters apart. This became a 
general trend with the expansion of social life, which is apparent from Katie Hume's 
remarks that people dressed more than they did in England. She was obviously 
impressed with the Ramsay family, as was de Satge with the Gore family in 1879, who 
wore evening dress for dinner.^^ Dress magnified that exclusiveness which was evident 
in their life-style. 
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The contemporary joumals and reminiscences, such as those of Nehemiah Bartley and 
Katie Hume, reflect a life-style of refinement and luxury, revealing the perceptions that 
the squatters had of their place in society. This was exemplified through such social 
activities as race meetings and balls. The abundance of food which so impressed 
Bartley, provides an action statement conceming the wealth of the squatters.*^ Katie 
Hume revealed the distinctions which were evident in society, emphasised in such 
details as modes of transport to the races. The elite travelled in carriages, while the 
German immigrants used a 'funny low German cart, on solid wooden wheels' and the 
'common herd' travelled on horseback, with parent and child often sharing the space. 
Bartley, a well travelled man in eastern Australia, was obviously impressed with the 
'civilization' of the elite on the Downs. In comparison, Victoria and New South Wales 
were 'rough and primitive'.^^ 
Considering Hodgson's humble beginning in a cloth tent on Eton Vale in 1840, it did 
not take long for him to exert his authority as one of the upper class. The hierarchal 
status of his aspirations was in evidence in 1844, by which time Eliza Hodgson had an 
English maid. By 1854 Hodgson had the services of one of his Chinese immigrants as 
cook and man servant. Likewise, the immigrants brought from Hodgson's home parish 
in England were referred to as 'servants'.^^ Perhaps the embodiment of this type of 
society is reflected in the black Singhalese servant boy at Canning Downs station, then 
owned by Frank Wildash, 'who waited so nicely at table...and looked so well in 
'Buttons' and immaculate white tie'.^^ 
The authority of the gentry was established not only by custom, but by the master's 
standing in the patriarchal society. This was defined at Eton Vale by Hodgson's 
residence, the spatial arrangement on the property, the harvest home, and generally by 
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overt modes of role definition such as dress and life-style. The status attained by the 
Hodgsons may be contrasted with the stmggle undertaken by the Davis family in the 
1870s, based on the story of the early selection of land by the yeoman farmer. 
In 1874, when Thomas Davis took up a selection at Emu Creek near Toowoomba, he 
was in effect, paralleling Hodgson's endeavour at Eton Vale in 1840.^ ^ Like Hodgson 
he pioneered the area, providing the mdiments of accommodation for his family prior to 
their arrival. His 'slabbed house, with shingled roof, and space enough for two rooms' 
with an earth floor was similar to the first hut Hodgson erected on Eton Vale. Within 
seven years, Hodgson had provided a house with a 'boarded floor', but there was no 
such refinement for the Davis family. They had to wait many years before they could 
afford the luxury of a timber floor on a new selection.^^ This highlights the very 
'favourable circumstances' acknowledged by Hodgson, upon which squatting began on 
the Downs, compared with the selectors who were fmstrated by the squatters' 
antagonism towards agriculture.™ 
Yet there are some comparisons which reflect the common experience of pioneering, 
whether squatters in the 1840s or selectors in the 1870s. Athough Eliza's material 
needs seemed satisfied in comparison with Mother Davis, her letter to Louise reflected 
apprehension conceming her life in the bush. She wrote: 'I expect to be confined daily 
and have to keep up my courage, and shall be glad when it is over it is a weight upon 
my mind'.^' The anxiety was appropriate, as the son bom on 26 October 1844, as well 
as two other sons, had died by the time the Hodgsons departed for England in 1848.^ ^ 
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Rudd's On our selection and the history of selection on the Darling Downs', History Teacher 23, May 
1979, 21. 
Hodgson, Emigration to the Australian settlements, 18-19; Rudd, On our selection, 126. 
°^ QPD vol. 8, 27 January 1869, 144; MBC 27 January 1855. 
'^ Eliza Hodgson to Louise Blaxland, 6 October 1844, ML A1322. 
^^  Rev. F.H. Hodgson papers, JOL MF0071; French, Pastoral romance, 189. 
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While the story of Mother Davis' confinement is told in a light hearted vein, there is no 
less tension in her bush confinement than that of Eliza Hodgson.^^ 
The attribute of money could not screen the pioneers from the exigencies of life, but the 
stmggle for independent farmers without financial backing was extreme. On many 
occasions Davis had to leave the family in order to seek work further afield to 'keep the 
wolf from the door'. In seeking an independent life, Davis eschewed the patriarchal 
society which was still in existence in 1874, but waning in authority. His family had to 
rely on friends and neighbours, and the goodwill of the local storekeeper. 
The entrenchment of a patriarchal society has contributed to the squatters becoming a 
much maligned group in history. Yet, in analyzing the background and aspirations of 
these early gentlemen, it is understandable that such a society developed. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the squatters' manipulation of legislation locked up the 
best agricultural land on the Downs, the small farmer could not have survived in the 
very early period of settlement. There was neither the population nor the infrastmcture 
to support an agricultural society. The stmggles of the poor selector in 1874 indicate 
that the patriarchal society on the Downs was bom out of necessity, as well as tradition 
and social ambition. 
Eliza and Arthur Hodgson's successful development of Eton Vale by the early 1850s 
allowed them the freedom associated with the characteristics of gentility. They already 
possessed education and personal independence, but they also acquired freedom from 
material necessity.^ "^ This allowed Eliza to pursue such activities as painting, while 
Hodgson now claimed to have time for a political career. His first foray into politics, 
against the formidable opponent Dr John Dunmore Lang, set the scene for a 
problematic career in colonial political life. 
73 
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Chapter 5 
A HAPLESS POLITICAL CAREER 
By the early 1850s Arthur Hodgson had achieved his ambition of becoming a landed 
gentleman, making public that he was 'now in a position to give up a considerable 
portion of his time to legislative duties'. As he had served as a justice of the peace, his 
initial appointment being in 1842, a career in government was a natural progression. 
According to the social historian Harold Perkin this 'was the right, privilege and 
responsibility of the landed gentleman'.' Hodgson, in seeking the right to govem, was 
representative of the squatters, who dominated the New South Wales legislature until 
the early 1850s. Likewise the Queensland parliament was dominated by pastoralists 
until 1873.^ Yet the northem squatter domination of representation to the New South 
Wales legislature was being challenged by democracy from the early 1850s. 
Throughout Australia generally, with the influx of immigrants to the gold fields, and in 
particular in Moreton Bay with the arrival of free immigrants, a democratic population 
was developing. The immigration scheme organized by the Reverend Dr John 
Dunmore Lang in 1848-49, resulting in about six hundred and thirty settlers to Moreton 
Bay, was partly responsible for this. Most of the immigrants were townsmen, not mral 
workers, who like Lang were Nonconformists or Protestants with democratic principles; 
they therefore formed the nucleus of a group naturally opposed to the squatters. Thus a 
democratic spirit was apparent in 1849, whh opposition to the introduction of exiles. 
Subsequently, the public discussion in 1853 on the Constitution Bill, detennining the 
colony's form of govemment, accentuated the new influence of democracy in the 
colony.^ 
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Fear of this democratic spirit, which threatened the squatters' power base, led to 
Hodgson's first venture into the political arena in 1854, influencing to a large degree his 
future in politics. Hodgson made his political debut against the radical Lang, a very 
experienced politician. By 1854 Lang was at the peak of his career as an outspoken 
liberal, having a large following throughout Australia. Political historian Robin GoUan 
asserts that the liberals favoured complete independence for the colonies, their 'attitude 
being based on the assumption that the good of society would only be realized by the 
free competition of individuals and nations'. To assist in this achievement Lang took a 
prominent part in the constitutional debate, and is thought to be the first to ridicule, 
with the mythological bunyip, the conservative push for an aristocracy. This led to the 
well-known expression, the bunyip aristocracy. Conversely the conservatives still clung 
to the belief that their possessions and status made them the natural political leaders.'* 
Hodgson's political opportunity arose more by chance than design, resulting in a bitter 
contest with Lang. In the absence of a conservative opponent to stand against Lang in 
the 1854 election for the County of Stanley, the squatters urged Hodgson to nominate. 
In March of that year, anticipating the resignation of John Richardson, the northem 
member in the New South Wales Legislative Council, several Brisbane residents had 
approached Lang to nominate for the forthcoming election. The Brisbane Langites' 
concem was that three of the four northem seats were held by squatters, albeit absent 
from their parliamentary duties. Hence the appeal to their champion Lang. Known to 
be influenced by flattery and having an interest in the development of Moreton Bay, 
Lang accepted the proposal, which resulted temporarily in his being unopposed. This 
created the urgency for the squatters to find one of their number as an opponent.^ 
Lang's controversial reputation was known throughout Australia, as he had a very high 
profile in religious, social and political circles. In a period of constitutional change, his 
GoUan, Radical and working class politics, 3; Brian Dickey, ed., Politics in New South Wales 1856-
1900 (Nth Melb: CasseU Australia, 1969), 1; Ged Martin, Bunyip aristocracy (Sydney: Croom Hehn, 
1986), 79-80. 
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radical philosophy appealed to the liberals in Australian society, while his desire for a 
republic was anathema to the establishment. He was derogatory of the 'Church of 
Rome', and his litigious, quarrelsome nature created enemies. From his early days in 
the colony Lang had carelessly practised subterfuge in his financial dealings. Yet he 
had a large following in Moreton Bay through his immigration program. This was in 
spite of his attempted fraud over colonial land grants, which gave him a reputation in 
the British colonial office 'as a man entirely without character'.^ He had also endeared 
himself to the liberals in Moreton Bay society by aligning with them against the 
squatters in keeping Moreton Bay free of exiles, and in promoting a yeomen society. 
This developed into the debate for separation with or without exiles in which Lang and 
Hodgson both assumed leading, but opposing, roles. 
As a prospective parliamentary representative for Moreton Bay, Lang was utterly 
unacceptable to conservatives. This opinion was reflected by Hodgson when 
contemplating the disgrace inflicted on Moreton Bay 'by the retum, as its representative 
in the Legislative Council, of such a cunning, disloyal, dangerous, republican political 
priest'.^ Thus at the eleventh hour, prior to the close of nominations on 24 April 1854, 
the pastoralists sought Hodgson to oppose Lang. He had actually boarded the 
Sovereign with his family for Sydney. Unbeknown to Lang, and with little time to 
gather support, Hodgson was nominated for parliament. He was proposed by Dr Kersey 
Cannan, and seconded by George Raff, a Brisbane merchant and sugar grower; Lang 
was proposed by Ambrose Eldridge, a chemist tumed experimental fanner, and 
seconded by businessman Robert Cribb. Hodgson's hasty decision resulted in the 
Courier accusing him of subterfuge in not coming forward sooner.^ 
The 'sudden appearance' of Hodgson to contest the Stanley election was later described 
by the Courier as the first act of a comedy 'of the old school [which] had always five 
acts'. The editor was not to be disappointed with the analogy to this art form, as the 
Baker, Days of wrath, 32, 48, 54, 267, passim; GoUan, Radical and working class politics, 10. 
^ MBFP 24 October 1854. 
^ MBFP 2 May 1854; RusseU, Genesis of Queensland, 502. 
114 
tussle to elect a representative which began on 24 April was not resolved until an 
election on 10 August. The second act involved the polling on 28 April at Brisbane 
and Ipswich. In Brisbane Hodgson received 25 votes and Lang 53, while at Ipswich 
Hodgson led with 20 votes to Lang's one. This gave Lang an overall lead of nine 
votes. Hodgson objected to this result, stating that he was disadvantaged as no polling 
had taken place at Drayton, a small township near Eton Vale. 
Because of Hodgson's objection, the retuming officer. Major Thomas Murray Prior, was 
forced to await instmctions from the colonial secretary. Thus the third act of the 
comedy constituted a supplementary election at Drayton, which took place on 23 May. 
The conservatives were very energetic in mustering support for Hodgson. Lang later 
alleged that this even included the inducement of a Roman Catholic priest, the 
Reverend Mr James Hanley, to ride from Brisbane to Drayton so he could cast his vote. 
He had failed to do this in Brisbane, but Hodgson stated that Lang's allegation against a 
'universally beloved' clergyman arose 'from spleen, for he hated the Roman Catholics'.^ 
To the astonishment of the Courier, and no doubt to Hodgson and his followers, the 
polling at Drayton retumed 12 votes for Hodgson and three for Lang, which resulted in 
an equal number of votes for the two contestants. This allowed the retuming officer a 
casting vote, which he gave in favour of Hodgson, who was pronounced the new 
member for the County of Stanley. It is not surprising that the Courier mbbed salt into 
the wound in emphasizing the fact that Hodgson, 'the great Moreton Bay leader', in his 
home territory and surrounded by friends, could muster only enough votes to make him 
equal to a man who was almost a stranger in the area. This extraordinary result 
provided the further acts for the five act comedy of enors.'° 
On 27 May 1854 Benjamin Cribb, Ipswich businessman and brother of Robert, wrote to 
Lang in Sydney notifying him of the consequences of the tied result. He advised Lang 
to petition for a scmtiny of the voters, followed by a petition against the election; 'in 
^ MBC 27 May 1854; MBFP 2 May, 8 August 1854; NSWLCVP, vol. 1, part 1, 4 July 1854, 71. 
'° MBC 27 May 1854; NSWLCVP, vol. 1, part 1, 4 July 1854, 71. 
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case this should fail' he thought a committee should try the case. He suggested the only 
local commissioner who would be acceptable was the govemment resident Captain John 
Wickham, even though he was 'an Hodgsonian'. Cribb informed Lang that a 
prosecution had been taken out against one voter for perjury. As this person was very 
anxious not to be charged, Cribb thought that he would sign a document declaring his 
vote invalid. Cribb suggested that this should enable Lang to take his seat in 
parliament without any further trouble. 
From the number of alternatives suggested by Cribb in this letter, it was apparent that 
the liberals wanted Lang as their representative at any price. It was also apparent that 
if they did not succeed by legitimate methods, they were prepared to implicate or 
compromise the position of a Mr Duncan. Cribb wrote: 'Should we not succeed with 
that...', and continued to explain another course of action which, although not explicit in 
the letter, appeared to involve a request from Duncan to some authority. With this 
suggestion, Cribb wrote that it 'may be sufficient to answer our purpose'." 
At that time there was a public servant in Brisbane named William Augustine Duncan, 
who held official positions which could have left him open to compromise, although 
there is no evidence to suggest that this occuned. He filled many subsidiary posts in 
Brisbane, including deputy-sheriff, immigration officer, chairman of the Steam 
Navigation Board, commissioner of the peace, and water police magistrate. While it is 
unclear in what action Cribb intended to involve Duncan, it was apparent that he was 
prepared to go to some lengths on Lang's behalf. This probably arose out of loyalty; 
firstly from being an immigrant on the Lang ship Chaseley, and secondly, from being 
influenced by Lang's radical liberal ideas which had a lasting influence on the two 
brothers.'^ 
While Cribb worked for Lang to have the election declared invalid, Hodgson tabled his 
qualifications and took his seat as the elected member for Stanley. Subsequently two 
" Benjamm Cribb to Lang, 27 May 1854, Papers of Rev. J.D. Lang, vol. 21, ML A2241. 
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petitions from I^ang were presented in parliament. The first reiterated what had 
occuned during the polling, emphasising the 180 mile ride by the priest when he had 
failed to vote in Brisbane. The petition claimed interference by Prior, stating that he 
was not a good choice as retuming officer after David McConnel's resignation. There 
was also an affidavit from Robert Cribb, claiming that there were no residents at 
Drayton who were qualified to vote. Because of the petitions, the election was refened 
to a committee of electors and qualifications, who on 4 July 1854, found the election 
void." 
Hodgson blamed the govemment for the debacle which led to his being 'unseated'. It 
had failed to inform the speaker of the Legislative Council that David McConnel had 
resigned as retuming officer, and had left the colony. When the speaker received the 
writ from the County of Stanley endorsed, not by McCormel but by Thomas Prior, he 
refused to swear Hodgson in as a member of council. Prior had been appointed by the 
govemor-general, and the govemor's proclamation was issued to declare the election 
valid. Yet the committee mled otherwise. 
This caused significant embanassment for Hodgson, who had taken his seat in good 
faith. He also considered it his duty to the constituency. Yet he became the butt of 
considerable derision in the house, mainly from 'the stentorian voice of Mr [Charles] 
Cowper, calling out "there was a stranger in the house!" (more like a bullock driver 
than a member of the Legislature)', which Hodgson suggested might even have 
unnerved Lang.''* 
Another election date was set for 10 August. This gave both parties more time to 
canvas support, which Lang had previously neglected, assuming he was standing 
unopposed, and for which Hodgson had had no time due to his late nomination. 
Athough The Moreton Bay Free Press thought the choice of candidates was 
'unfortunately circumscribed', the squatters' paper undertook the cause for Hodgson. He 
" NSWLCVP, vol. 1, part 1, 4 July 1854, 36, 38, 71. 
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was described as 'respectably bom, well educated, has a good presence, a ready speech, 
is independent in means, and free from any personal stain'. While little more was said 
of Hodgson, apart from his being favourably known in English political circles, a 
diatribe was forthcoming against Lang. 
In this edition, the paper followed Lang's dubious career from the time he arrived in the 
colony in 1823 owing money on his passage, to his fraudulent activities conceming the 
Moreton Bay immigration schemes of 1849. It recounted his quanels with the 
Reverend Dr John McGarvie and others, culminating in his being deposed from the 
ministry; it detailed Lang's suspect handling of the Sydney College funds, resulting in 
his building three cottages on church land which he used for personal gain. Catholic 
voters were reminded of the derogatory pamphlets he had published against the frish in 
respect to the bounty system. The article ended with an emotional reminder of Lang's 
republican views.'^ Lang's followers were confident that he would repudiate the 
criticisms, but instead the canny politician merely stated that 'he had not come five 
hundred miles for the purpose of vindicating his character'.'^ 
Nomination day on Wednesday 2 August created great excitement in the colony, three 
hundred people gathering to participate. Both the Moreton Bay Courier and The 
Moreton Bay Free Press attest the rowdiness of the meeting, especially during 
Hodgson's speech. The latter newspaper asserted caustically that 'Mr Hodgson and his 
supporters have been roared down and rendered inaudible, and Lang and his friends 
have been very properly allowed to say what they pleased'. Strong words were used to 
describe the ribald behaviour of some of the crowd, which was contrasted with the 
dignity and good humour of the Hodgson supporters. Their dignity cost the Hodgson 
contingent the initiative. In waiting, as a point of honour, for Lang's nominators to 
begin proceedings on his behalf, one of Lang's staunch supporters stepped forward, 
proposing Hodgson. Donald Wilson's proposal was seconded by Charles Windmell, 
'^  MBFP 1 August 1854. 
'^ MBFP 8 August 1854. 
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amidst a deafening uproar. This 'little strategy on the Langite side' obviously appealed 
to the crowd's sense of humour. 
The election rekindled the old emotive issue of town and squatter rivalry, which was 
viewed as 'the battle of Right against Might'. This probably more than any other issue 
influenced the voting in the electorate, although Hodgson's vague position on the 
Consritution Bill probably caused alarm. While this bill, a topical issue at the time, had 
been despatched to the British parliament for enactment without provision for a colonial 
peerage, 'it showed little evidence of the popular demands made upon the Council'. The 
Moreton Bay Free Press, the squatters' newspaper, reported Hodgson as stating that in 
reference to the bill he 'need not say he objected to the 51st clause, and the hereditary 
peerage and hoped if any other alteration to that Bill was necessary it should be 
considered in a temperate and liberal manner'.'^ Yet the opposition paper, the Moreton 
Bay Courier, asserted that Hodgson claimed: 'As to the Constitution Bill, he was 
opposed to Mr Wentworth's proposal for a hereditary peerage'. This stand would have 
been astute, considering the public ridicule engendered by the proposition. However, 
the comment was greeted with so much mirth that Hodgson's further observations 
regarding this topic were unable to be heard.'^ 
This was unfortunate as several historians claim that Hodgson advocated a colonial 
peerage, yet no direct evidence can be found to this effect.'^ The earliest secondary 
reference to be located appears in a 1892 dictionary of biography.^° This may have 
resulted in a myth being perpetuated and Hodgson being misrepresented by historians. 
No doubt Hodgson's demeanour as a rather aloof well-educated English gentleman 
contributed to the contemporary belief. Also, in a speech in parliament in 1858 
Hodgson expressed disappointment that there was no equivalent to the British House of 
GoUan, Radical and working class politics, 19; MBFP 8 August 1854. 
MBC 5 August 1854; GoUan, Radical and working class politics, 17. 
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Lords in Australia. His position regarding a colonial peerage appears ambivalent; 
while he was prepared to make that admission to the legislature in 1858, he was 
probably reticent to expound such beliefs on the hustings against Lang. The idea of a 
colonial peerage was mooted with regard to the formation of an upper house, being 
formally presented to the Legislative Council in William Wentworth's Constitution Bill 
in 1853.^' 
Hodgson's reference to Clause 51 was probably in relation to the boundaries set in the 
draft constitution for New South Wales, not to be curtailed to the north within the 
twenty-sixth degree of south latitude, near Gladstone, to Cape Howe in the south. The 
concem on this occasion may have been that there was no mention of the separation of 
Moreton Bay, although provision was made for the government of Queensland in the 
Act.22 
Apart from the disparity concerning the constitution, there was little difference in the 
platform outlined by the two contestants. They were both interested in separation and 
immigration for Moreton Bay. Hodgson's speech, presented in good humour against a 
noisy and hostile crowd, was largely an explanation conceming the last disputed 
election. He did manage a patriotic appeal to those present, requesting a demonstration 
of their loyalty in joining him in three cheers for the Queen. In doing this, Hodgson 
highlighted the major flaw in Lang's armour, as he was an outspoken republican which, 
at that time, was a controversial issue. 
Hodgson was aware that he was at a disadvantage against Lang, as the minister was an 
experienced orator and politician. In speaking in moderation, Lang reinforced the 
sympathy of the crowd. He did not resist a reminder that Hodgson had once favoured 
'Exiles, Chinese, Coolies...and Germans' as immigrants. With regard to the Constitution 
91 
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Bill, Lang 'merely repudiated the 51st clause and the Hereditary Peerage', probably 
objecting to the former because no provision had been made for separation. His views 
on the peerage were well-known. He suggested that Hodgson's explanation 'only made 
darkness visible' as he did not explain his position on equal representation or 
nomineeism, the most important issues in the election. The show of hands at the end of 
the speeches revealed a large majority for Lang, upon which Hodgson demanded a poll 
which was fixed for 10 August.^^ 
This election followed the usual procedure of the era. A letter was forwarded 
requesting a candidate to stand for election; his reply stated his policy, all 
conespondence being published in the local press. Formal nomination took place on 
the hustings, followed by policy speeches, after which a show of hands was requested. 
Any one of the defeated candidates could call for an election by ballot; full reports of 
the campaign, which at that stage was not along party lines, were published in the 
press. Thus Hodgson accepted his right in demanding a poll.^ '* 
While there were about 280 people eligible to vote in this election, only 113 exercised 
that right in spite of the enthusiasm generated at the nomination. Hodgson polled 30 
votes at Brisbane, 23 at Ipswich and three at Drayton. Lang polled 48 at Brisbane, 6 at 
Ipswich and three at Drayton. This gave him a lead of only one vote, upon which he 
was declared elected. Hodgson's supporters did not take the result calmly. The 
Moreton Bay Free Press accused his opponents of 'instilling the venom of private pique 
and jealousy and prejudice' into the debate. A letter from a loyal Stanley voter 
suggested that all should think clearly about separation if power was in the hands of a 
'rebellious demagogue'. Henry Stuart Russell, squatter and historian, thought that 
Lang's election set back the cause of separation, which 'kept us in further bondage' for 
five years.^ 
^ MBFP 8 August 1854; MBC 5 August 1854. 
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For Hodgson's part, he did not accept the result, becoming an ungracious loser. He 
placed an advertisement in the press in which he named and thanked those who had 
voted for him, asserting that they comprised 'the wealth, intelligence, and respectability 
of the district'. As some of these were known to be barely literate, this attempted 
display of class distinction, which was not justified in relation to the electoral franchise, 
resulted in a scornful editorial from the Courier. The Hodgson supporters accused 
Lang of using 'his victory with intemperance, and strove to wound instead of to heal'. 
Considering Lang's ability to use vitriol, his speech after the formal announcement of 
his win was delivered with conspicuous moderation.^^ 
Lang was wise enough to comprehend that his success resulted not from personal 
considerations, but from the contest 'between the squatters and the democracy'. This 
was the first victory against the squatters. In the continuing battle for separation from 
New South Wales, they retained the taint of their petition for separation with exiles; 
even though it was later tempered with a request for two thousand exiles with an equal 
number of free immigrants. Hodgson was reminded of exiles during his nomination 
speech, to which he replied that 'anybody who mentions exiles now is an ass - that was 
all over'. In reference to this election, Lang suggested that the personal attack on him 
by The Moreton Bay Free Press in their support of Hodgson probably tumed voters 
away from their man. He stated that 'Mr Hodgson's friends, like bears, had hugged him 
until they hugged him to death '.^ ^ 
Subsequent to the official declaration of Lang's victory, Hodgson sought legal advice 
regarding inegularities that had arisen in the voting procedure at Fortitude Valley. He 
objected on two main principles: firstly that Joseph Sulston had been inconectly 
questioned with regard to his voting qualifications, and secondly that bets and wagers 
had been placed on the results of the election. Consequently Hodgson delivered a 
petition to the speaker of the Legislative Council of New South Wales, setting out the 
discrepancies in voting procedure, and claiming to be the duly elected member. 
^^  MBC 19 August 1854. 
^^  MBC 5 August and 19 August 1854. 
122 
Unfortunately for Hodgson, his petition was not received within the specified time to be 
of use. In his absence, Hodgson's solicitors had attempted to prepare a modified 
perition in time, but one of his 'friends', a Mr Smith, declined to sign. This may have 
been Richard Joseph Smith, a northem district member from 1853 to 1856. ^^  
Thus Hodgson's first foray into politics was prolonged and bitter, ending in failure. In 
a letter to the press on 18 October he registered the disgrace he felt had been inflicted 
on Moreton Bay in the retum of Lang as their member. He reiterated that the rejection 
of Sulston's vote was 'a most unfortunate blunder'. Hodgson's feeling of disgrace may 
have later been vindicated with the knowledge that his opponent was imprisoned for 
libel in Victoria in 1855. In spite of this, Lang's supporters at Moreton Bay expressed 
confidence in him as their representative.^^ 
From a personal point of view, it was unfortunate for Hodgson that he had entered 
politics at a time of great societal and political change, which reflected especially on the 
urban seat of Stanley. Yet he failed to accept this change, which led to further 
disappointment in the political arena. 
:ft 9f; i^c :{( :f: 
Hodgson was a man of conservative social outlook who viewed his political role with 'a 
sense of public duty incumbent on men of social standing'. While many of his 
colleagues thought it a duty to participate in the political system, some refused; of those 
who participated 'most withdrew, confessing defeat or distaste'. Others 'tried the game 
for all they were worth'. Over an intermittent period of fifteen years, Hodgson 
belonged to the group who tried, out of a stated desire to serve the colony which had 
benefited him.^° 
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His next venture into politics was as the member for Clarence and Darling Downs in 
1858. After his disastrous clash with Lang, Hodgson had left the district for a joumey 
to England. In 1856 he retumed to live in Sydney as general superintendent of the 
Australian Agricultural Company. He still had an interest in Eton Vale, the property 
being in the capable hands of his managing partner, John Watts, who remained there 
until 1867. Athough Hodgson was an absentee landholder, there was a unanimous 
decision on the Darling Downs in January 1858 to nominate him as their representative. 
He was still held in high regard in the district, sitting unopposed at this election. 
William Handcock, a Drayton storekeeper, favoured a man familiar with local affairs as 
their representative. Hodgson's friends on the Downs also rallied around him.^' 
In his electoral platform Hodgson professed to favour any measure to increase 
agricultural pursuits without infringing on the squatters; with regard to electoral reform, 
he approved of increased representation; in fact he favoured any measure that gave 'fair 
and mutual representation of property and population upon terms equitable to both'. On 
his appearance in Drayton prior to the election there were few pledges required of 
Hodgson; with regard to the constitution his constituents did not wish to 'fetter him'. 
The mood of good-will was extended beyond the meeting to a sumptuous dinner at the 
Bull's Head frm.^^ 
Hodgson was retumed unopposed for the United Pastoral Districts of the Clarence and 
Darling Downs at the Febmary 1858 election. On nomination day he brought one piece 
of good news to Moreton Bay. Although a dispatch from the secretary of state had 
requested that the colonial parliament legislate on the separation of Moreton Bay from 
New South Wales, the procedure was delayed by antagonism to the idea in Sydney. In 
Febmary Hodgson informed the northem people that at last the governor-general. Sir 
William Dennison, had intervened by recommending to the colonial department the 
appointment of 'commissioners to determine the boundary and settle the debt'. Further 
^' Despatches from the court of directors in London to the general superintendent, 18 April 1856, despatches 
from the general superintendent, 16 July 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/4, 78/1/28; MBC 20 January 
1858; MBFP 27 January 1858. 
^^  MBFP 27 January 1858; MBC 6 Febmary 1858. 
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memorials sent from Brisbane and by well-known pastoralists may have added weight 
to the governor's request. Separation, proclaimed in June and placed before the New 
South Wales Legislative Assembly on 1 October, was announced in the press in 
November 1859.^ ^ Thus the people of the Darling Downs could rely on Hodgson with 
regard to separation, but were bitterly disappointed in their representative when it came 
to electoral reform. 
The first stining of discontent with Hodgson's representation occurred over his 
performance during the second reading of the Electoral Reform Bill on 11 May 1858. 
The conespondent of the Moreton Bay Courier reported of Hodgson: 
He has acquitted himself cleverly in his own estimation and to the delight of 
our Darling Downs Squatters, but in the opinion of his constituents here, a 
little less Latin, more common sense, higher regard for the interests of the 
working classes and less insulting language in regard to them, would have 
better become him. 
The reaction of the local newspaper reflects Hodgson's elitist attitude, and the disregard 
he held for the ordinary people.^ "^  
This bill proved to be a watershed for Hodgson, indicating that he did not grasp the 
reality of Australian society, and that he still aspired to the ideal of a landed gentry. In 
a speech that had 'a striking affinity to a funeral sermon', Hodgson opposed the second 
reading of Cowper's Electoral Bill on three grounds. These were 'manhood suffrage, 
vote by ballot, and the unfair system of representation which he alleged the Bill 
contained'. He relied in his speech on a lecture delivered by a Cambridge professor, 
and quoted at length from American and English works the hypothetical examples 
which could arise in Australia as a result of the bill's success. Yet the real reason 
appears to have been stated by Hodgson himself. In aligning his vote with his push for 
separation, he suggested that his concem for both was based on the 'rising in this 
colony [of] a spirit of mobocracy which would annihilate the pastoral and agricultural 
^^  MBFP 10 February 1858; Leslie et al. to Sh Edward G.E. Lytton, 28 June 1858, JOL CO201/507, reel 
674; SMH 1 October 1859; Queensland Free Press 8 November 1859. 
MBC 5 June 1858; Hodgson was the member for Newcastle when separation was declared, but he 
nevertheless attempted with other conservatives, to manipulate Queensland's electoral boundaries m 
November 1859 (see Chapter 3, 74-76). 
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interests'. With this reference Hodgson no doubt had in mind what he considered a 
radical element which had defeated him in the 1854 election. 
Hodgson further believed that if the bill did pass it would result in 'many persons of 
intellect and property' leaving the country. He was afraid of power in any hands other 
than the landed gentry. Nevertheless while expressing disappointment that there was no 
equivalent to the House of Lords in England, Hodgson hoped that the colony would 
soon have an elective upper house.^^ The Constitution Act of 1855 provided for a 
nominative Legislative Council, the members of which were to be appointed for five 
years, after which the appointments were for life. As the term of office was due to 
expire in 1861, members of parliament were anxious to have the question settled. Yet 
no clause making provision for an elective upper house was included amongst the other 
reforms in the Electoral Bill.^ ^ 
Several conservative members, such as Hodgson and the first premier under responsible 
govemment, Stuart Donaldson, adhered to the principle of an elected upper house on 
restricted franchise mainly because of fear regarding its future composition. 
Donaldson's position on this issue was considered by some conservatives as 'pure 
republicanism'. Yet his concem regarding the reforms in the Electoral Bill was related 
to this issue and echoed by other conservatives. He explained to parliament during the 
electoral reform debate that he would not have been disturbed about the reforms had 
there been an elective upper house, 'because such a house emanating from the people, 
and representing the property of the country, would have been a check on the 
democratic spirit such a House as the Bill would raise'.^^ 
Hodgson's main concem was the unequal distribution of electoral districts in the 
Electoral Bill. In citing the statistics of the Darling Downs, he was alarmed that the 
district was allocated only one representative. Yet to his constituents the main issue 
^^  MBFP 8 June 1858; SMH 12 May 1858. 
Melboume, Early constitutional development, 427; SMH 12 May 1858, 26 September 1860. 
•^^ ADB, vol. 4, 84-6; Dickey, ed., Politics in New South Wales, 4; SMH 1 and 12 May 1858. 
126 
was his disloyalty to their interests, especially his vote against manhood suffrage and 
secret ballot. A Toowoomba freeholder, in writing to The Moreton Bay Free Press, 
reflected the views of the Downs' constituents: 
When it was clearly known that you had voted against the Reform Bill, which 
conceded rights long withheld, and that you had denounced the working classes 
as a "mobocracy," a low and indistinct gmmble was heard; but when the mail 
per Yana arrived and announced your vote on the Chinese Immigration Bill, 
and that you had stood up in the midst of the concentrated wisdom of the 
country and declared that Chinese labour was preferable to European, that 
gmmble increased to a roar.^ ^ 
Thus Hodgson had alienated the people who had elected him unopposed, which resulted 
in a complete loss of confidence in him as their representative. This was reflected 
when nominations were sought at the next election. 
With regard to their judgement of Hodgson, the Darling Downs constituents were hasty 
on two counts. Firstly in reference to the Electoral Bill, Hodgson's 'sentiments 
underwent a change during the discussion upon it'. He, with the other conservatives, 
eventually voted for it on the advice of the Sydney Morning Herald. It became 
apparent that opposition to the bill was resulting in an alliance between the liberals and 
the populace, which did not help the conservative cause. As a result of the bill being 
passed, the parliament was dissolved on 11 April to allow for elections under the new 
law.^' 
Secondly when the time came for Hodgson to contest the first election under the ballot 
system in April 1859, it appeared to the northem electorate that he at least had the tact 
to withdraw, as his associate squatter St George Gore said, before he was 'kicked out'. 
In fact, Hodgson had decided as early as April 1858 not to stand for re-election. In a 
letter to the assistant general superintendent of the Australian Agricultural Company, 
Hodgson commented to this effect: 'I am afraid that there are many Radicals...however 
heavily made up my mind to stand'. The presence of Benjamin Cribb, the member for 
^^  MBFP 19 June 1858. 
^' T.H. Irving, '1850-1870' in Frank Crowley, ed., A new history of Australia (Melboume: William 
Heinemann, 1974), 151; SMH 3 AprU 1858, 15 June 1859 and 21 November 1860. 
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Stanley, may have upset him, as he was a force behind Lang's election in 1854. A 
further reason was the impending separation from New South Wales which would cause 
inconvenience if he were re-elected.'" 
Hodgson took his leave of the Darling Downs constituents in what was described as a 
'verbose, empty, and vapid rhodomontade [sic].' Once sympathetic to Hodgson, The 
Moreton Bay Free Press asserted that he made a poor defence of his 'objectionable 
votes', and failed to give a 'faithful account of his stewardship'. Indeed Hodgson 
appeared more intent on abusing Benjamin Cribb, who had no cormection with the 
Downs' constituents, and ridiculing William Handcock, who was offering to stand at the 
forthcoming election. Hodgson hoped his mantle would not fall on Handcock as 'he 
would be out of his place in the Assembly'. The Courier described Hodgson as 'the 
"Snob" of Darling Downs', suggesting that the feeling was so strong against him that he 
retired 'unwept, unhonored, and unsung'."*' 
Hodgson did not perceive the reaction of the Downs' constituents as denoting political 
failure. Thus he was not daunted to re-enter the political arena on being requisitioned 
by some electors of Newcastle; he offered himself for nomination for that seat on 28 
April 1859. On presenting his policy to the electorate Hodgson declared that he was in 
favour of a protective duty on foreign breadstuffs; he was against an imposition of a tax 
on Chinese immigration, 'believing it to be un-English in principle'; and he was in 
favour of state aid to religion and a national system of education. He was vague 
regarding the land bill, saying he would support it if 'brought forward in a liberal spirit', 
but withheld binding himself to any particular line.'*^ 
Hodgson's speech on nomination day followed a pattem already observed in his short 
political life. It was largely a personal explanation, clearing himself of 'some prejudices 
^ MBFP 19 AprU 1859; SMH 18 AprU 1859; letters received by the assistant general supermtendent, c. 6 
AprU 1858, AA Co records, ABL 1/156. 
"*' MBFP 19 AprU 1859; MBC 16 and 20 AprU 1859; SMH 18 AprU 1859. 
"^  SMH 2 May 1859. 
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which might have been attached to him'. His opponent's seconder, Mr A Tighe, had 
apparently done his homework regarding Hodgson, as had another person in a letter to 
the press with the pseudonym of 'Kraken'. As Hodgson was a stranger in their midst he 
no doubt felt the need to refute some allegations. This included explanations regarding 
the policy of the Australian Agricultural Company which had become local issues. He 
was obliged to explain his attitude to transportation, his pre-emptive purchases on the 
Darling Downs, and his clash against Lang, issues which haunted him throughout his 
colonial life. Further explanation was necessary on his voting against the Electoral Bill 
and the Chinese Immigration Bill, and for the Assessment Act. The content of his 
speech appeared feasible. Yet the realms of credibility were strained when Hodgson 
claimed to be a liberal, and therefore suited to the Newcastle electorate; and in claiming 
that had he nominated for Clarence and Darling Downs he would have won with an 
increased majority."^^ 
Hodgson won the seat of Newcastle in June 1859 with a majority of twenty-one votes, 
against a local man, Mr J. Hannell. This was the first parliament to assemble under the 
new Electoral Act, the session beginning on 31 August 1859."^ Hodgson appears to 
have taken an active part in debates, petitions, committees, and in appeals for his 
constituency. However his political endeavour coincided with a very unstable period in 
the parliamentary process. By the 5 September the ministry had resigned and Charles 
Cowper formed a new govemment. On 20 October this ministry was defeated on the 
Education Bill, the new ministry surviving only until 1 March 1860, as it was defeated 
on the Elective Legislative Council Bill. Subsequently John Robertson and his 
colleagues formed a ministry, which lasted until November 1860 when the house was 
dissolved on the want of a vote of confidence."^^ 
'^ ^ SMH 15 June 1859. 
SMH 16 June 1859; Connolly, Biographical register of the New South Wales parliament, 148; 
NSWLAVP, vol. 1, 31 August 1859, 2. 
^^ SMH 5 September 1859 and 21 November 1860. 
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By September 1860 the Herald named the elected body 'a ridiculous travesty of 
Parliamentary government', bewailing the 'paucity of statesmen'. One of its main 
complaints concemed the activity of the house, where 'every man is a speaker', which 
led to lengthy and numerous speeches on the same topic. Because of the dismptions to 
parliament, business was slow to process. One example of this which affected 
Hodgson's constituents was his request for a lighthouse at Port Stephens, the necessity 
of which he highlighted in a speech on the Port of Newcastle on 28 September 1859. 
Not until 29 September 1860, was Hodgson told by the secretary for public works that 
the erection of a lighthouse would be invited in the next gazette.'*^ 
By this time there were bills to be laid before the house on legal and social 
improvements, and for amending the constitution of the Legislative Council, but the 
most pressing item was legislation for regulating the alienating and occupation of crown 
lands."*^  This had been before the house for months. It was claimed that there was 
nothing more ridiculous than the land question, as there were 'a thousand aspects and a 
thousand details'. The delay in a successful resolution was causing a general feeling of 
uncertainty in the colony. This was exacerbated by the urgent need to make more land 
available, as increasing numbers of men sought financial independence in land 
ownership on leaving the gold fields."*^  
The main objection to Robertson's Land Bill was the clause permitting free selection 
before survey. The Sydney Morning Herald, in backing the pastoral interest, suggested 
that if Robertson's Bill was introduced, the 'squatting system was condemned to 
disappear'. The bill included free selection before survey over the whole of the colony, 
except the limited portion of the 'old mns'. Hodgson, naturally, defended the squatters. 
He stated that the provision of the free selection clause 'would entice people to settle in 
the pastoral districts purposely to annoy. It was the most objectionable feature of the 
bill'. While this appears a fickle argument on Hodgson's part, feelings ran so high that 
""^ SMH 24, 25, 29 September 1860 and 28 September 1859. 
'*^  SMH 26 September 1860. 
SMH 6 and 30 October 1860; GoUan, Radical and working class politics, 37. 
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the bill was defeated. This resulted in Robertson's resignation and the dissolution of 
parliament.'*^ 
The conservative argument was that the bill was hostile to the squatter; the objection 
was not that the poor man be allowed land for agriculture, but that limitations be 
imposed on the localities where he might acquire the land. Robertson was accused of 
vested interest in the retention of power. Robin Gollan suggests that the Land Acts of 
New South Wales and Victoria of 1860-61 were the culmination of the political stmggle 
of an 'aristocratic social organization founded on the large scale possession of the land' 
against a society in which 'the radical ideal of equality of opportunity' prevailed.^° 
Hodgson was no longer a member of parliament when the land bills were finally 
legislated in 1861. After the November dissolution he resigned as the member for 
Newcastle, with the intention of not seeking re-election. At a later date he was induced 
to sit, even though it was known that he was not satisfactory to all parties. The 
Newcastle poll was reported on 7 December 1860, in which Hodgson was defeated by 
his old rival Hannell by 208 votes.^' 
Even though Hodgson and his conservative colleagues had seen the wisdom of voting 
for the Electoral Reform Bill, and had intimated agreement for an elective upper house 
based on a property franchise, they still clung to the perception of Australia being a 
society based on a landed gentry. As such, the pastoralists considered themselves 
purveyors of the public wealth in whose hands rested the maintenance of English 
institutions in the colony.^^ Although it was evident with the achievement of electoral 
reform that popular govemment was a legitimate political force, the findings of a 
committee which Hodgson chaired in 1858 reflected the conservative attitude to 
Australian society. 
"*' SMH 27 October aad 16 November 1860. 
50 SMH 13 and 16 November 1860; GoUan, Radical and working class politics, 33. 
^' SMH 22 November and 7 December 1860. 
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During the furore that raged in the northem district over the electoral and immigration 
debates, Hodgson was appointed chairman of a committee to inquire into and report 
upon the murders which had taken place on the Dawson River. The committee, whose 
report was presented on 3 August 1858, found the murders to be a result of 'the 
inevitable collisions' which took place in opening up the land, aggravated by an 
inefficient Native Police Force, and the mountainous and scmbby nature of the district. 
The committee made fourteen recommendations concerning the reorganisation, situation 
and conditions of employment of the Native Police Force, supplemented with a militia 
of border settlers. The final summary indicated how Uttle Hodgson and the committee 
members had leamed during their years of pioneering with regard to the Aboriginal 
question. In hoping that they had allayed the feelings of 'alarm and apprehension' 
among the settlers of the Leichhardt, the committee repudiated 'in the strongest terms, 
any attempt to wage a war of extermination against the Aborigines'. Yet they were of 
the opinion that there was no other alternative than to 'carry matters through with a 
strong hand, and punish with necessary severity all future outrages upon life and 
property'.^^ The findings and summary of this committee reveal the extent to which 
Hodgson and his associates thought of themselves as patriarchal figures in a 
patemalistic society. 
Hodgson's defeat in the 1860 Newcastle election signified yet another inglorious 
departure from the political arena. After his contract with the Australian Agricultural 
Company expired in September 1861, he retumed to live in England. From the time of 
his arrival in London until his departure for Queensland in December 1867, Hodgson 
lived the life of a leisured gentleman in Europe. On his retum to Australia he settled in 
Brisbane, having virtually been absent from this colony since 1855. 
The explicit reason for Hodgson's retum is unknown. In 1867 his long association with 
John Watts as a partner in Eton Vale ended; almost immediately another partnership 
was formed with Robert Ramsay. He therefore may have retumed to attend to his 
business ventures, which included housing and commercial development. An example 
^^  NSWLAVP, 3 August 1858, 847-9. 
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of this was the handsome row of terrace houses erected at the comer of George and 
Margaret Streets, Brisbane in 1860-61. These were designed by James Cowlishaw, a 
notable Brisbane architect. Hodgson Tenace comprised five two-storeyed houses which 
provided a prestigious address for politicians, professionals and business men.^ "* 
Conversely Hodgson may have retumed explicitly to participate in the government of 
Queensland. On many occasions he had stated an ambition to serve in the Queensland 
parliament, being most candid on this topic during the electoral reform debate in the 
New South Wales legislature in 1858. Then aware that the separation of Queensland 
was imminent, Hodgson stated that 'he looked forward to take a prominent part in the 
Council of his adopted colony'.^^ Whether he thought, consistent with the mle of 
privilege, that he would be appointed to the council is not clear. His ambition in this 
regard remained unfulfilled; in spite of his professed enthusiasm for participation in the 
Queensland parliament, when this did eventuate his term of office was almost an anti-
climax. 
Athough living in Brisbane, Hodgson was elected to the Queensland Legislative 
Assembly on 18 September 1868 as the representative for Wanego. This electoral 
district was 'created in the Additional Members Act of 1864 as a seat in the far south 
westem comer of the state, based on the Wanego and Paroo River system'.^^ When 
parliament resumed on 17 November Hodgson sat in the ministry formed by the 
Premier, Robert Ramsay Mackenzie, as the secretary for public works and gold fields. 
He had little time to accomplish anything worthwhile in this ministry, as the Mackenzie 
administration resigned on 25 November.^^ 
^'^ Dr K. Caiman, the person who nominated Hodgson for the disastrous 1854 election, was known to practise 
there from the 1860s; Helen Bermett, 'Hodgson Terrace' in Colonial George and William Street Heritage 
Tour, BHG, 1991, 14. 
^^  SMH 12 May 1858. 
^^  Queensland Parliamentary Handbook (Brisbane: Queensland Parliamentary Library, 1985), 269 and 374. 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 17 November 1868, v. 
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While his colonial reputation was well known to the early settlers, it was apparent from 
comments in parliament that Hodgson was not known to some sections of society. 
Firstly, he was a 'junior member of the house'. Secondly, he commented that after such 
'a long absence from the colony he could scarcely be expected to be au fait to the 
politics of the day, and was obliged to take his cue from the reports of speeches 
delivered by honorable members on either side'.^^ Thus he came to the parliament 
under some disadvantage. 
In his reply to the opening speech on 19 November, Hodgson addressed six issues 
which had been outlined as some of the business for the coming session. These were 
the proposed extension of the railways; state aid for education; the Re-distribution of 
Electorates Bill; the reduction of ad valorem duties; the Pastoral Relief Bill; and the 
proposed introduction of provincial councils. Hodgson agreed on the necessity of two 
measures; the relief for outside squatters, although the member for Kennedy, Thomas 
Fitzgerald, questioned his sincerity; and the need for local work to be implemented 
through local taxation, rather than being dealt with by the house. 
Otherwise, tme to his nature, most of Hodgson's speech was a refutation of criticism 
directed at him by other speakers. These included Arthur Macalister's condemnation of 
his being promoted to a position in the ministry. Always sensitive to criticism, and on 
the defensive regarding his long absence from the colony, he was at pains to illustrate 
that he had not forgotten Queensland, having been a commissioner at the London and 
Paris colonial exhibitions. The other criticism, regarding his policy statements on the 
hustings, was refuted in the same forceful marmer. His mode of delivery was so 
pronounced that William Miles, the member for Maranoa, urged that when he next 
addressed the house 'not to do so in such a bullying tone'. Miles suggested that 'an 
independent member of the House might assume such a tone, but it was the duty of a 
member of the Govemment to be courteous to every one'.^ ^ The gentle reminder would 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 19 November 1868, 3, 51. 
^' QPD, vol. 8, 19 November 1868, 54. 
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have stung Hodgson as much as the criticism, since he prided himself on doing his duty 
as a gentleman. 
Political historian Paul Wilson suggests that this was a period of 'political individuality, 
with a very loose, almost non-existent party structure'. Likewise historian Aan 
Monison could find no evidence of 'definite political organisation' in early Queensland 
politics, although Charles Lilley was affiliated with a Liberal Association during the 
first elections in Queensland.^ Thus it is interesting that both Hodgson and Miles in 
their speeches commented on the question of parties. In reference to the Pastoral Relief 
Bill, which was intended to give some assistance to squatters in the unsettled districts, 
Hodgson urged the house to 'put aside all party feeling' when considering this bill. This 
suggests that voting was influenced by party lines. Conversely, Miles criticised 
Hodgson's attack on Fitzgerald because he had voted against the govemment during the 
previous session of parliament. Miles was of the opinion that a member should, if his 
conscious dictated, vote as an individual if he were to retain his integrity, a gentlemanly 
ideal of the goveming class.^' 
The perceived individuality, with the undertones of party or group loyalty, probably 
caused much of the instability in this period of government. Henry Jordan, member for 
East Moreton in Charles Lilley's 1869 ministry, suggested that 'the arraying of 
squatters...against all other parties was, perhaps, one of the great reasons nothing had 
been done'. Athough it was alleged that some of the most liberal men in the colony 
were squatters, Mackenzie's government was pro-pastoralist.^^ They were accused by 
Fitzgerald of being incompetent, no longer possessing the confidence of the house or 
the country. To this effect, Fitzgerald moved an amendment to the address in reply. 
As Mackenzie did not have the numbers to carry on the proposed business, his 
administration was forced to resign on 25 November 1868. This caused Hodgson to 
* Paul WUson, 'Arthur Macalister' in D.J. Murphy, R. B Joyce, eds, Queensland political portraits 1859-
1952 (St Lucia, Q: University of Queensland Press, 1978), 45; Monison, 'Politics in early Queensland', 
295. 
^' QPD, vol. 8, 19 November 1868, 51-54; Houghton, Victorian frame of mind, 282-3. 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 27 January 1869, 154. 
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make the bitter comment that his interlude on the ministerial benches had 'extended to 
only three short days'.^^ 
It was an inglorious introduction to Queensland politics for one who had probably 
envisioned a brilliant political career. Hodgson was embittered by the fight 'for men, 
not measures', and by the rough treatment he had received from the opposition, whom 
he thought were especially hard upon him. His personal explanation to the house on 29 
December 1868 conceming the handling of the Toowoomba to Warwick railway, 
revealed his feelings on the ministry's retirement in November. This entailed the 
quotation of a 'celebrated cardinal's speech', which came to mind during his walk from 
parliament to his home about two miles away. The passage was addressed to an 
imaginary Fitzgerald, the mover of the amendment upon the address in reply, which 
resulted in the government's resignation: 
So farewell to the little good you bear me. 
Farewell, a long farewell, to all my greatness! 
This is the state of man; Today he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope, tomonow blossoms. 
And bears his blushing honors thick upon him; 
The third day comes a frost - a killing frost; 
And, - when he thinks, good easy man, full surely 
His greatness is a ripening - nips his root. 
And then he falls; as I do.^ 
Much is revealed about the man Hodgson, in this text. The fact that he quoted it to the 
house reflects not only his sense of drama and his sense of humour, but his sensitivity 
to criticism. This aspect of his nature is apparent throughout his life, possibly 
accentuated by the concept of the aristocratic ideal. Hodgson's pastoral and business 
career had been successful, among the 'blushing honors' in his life. The only thing that 
eluded him was a successful political career, which he envisaged in Queensland. He 
apparently retumed from England for this purpose. Thus to be treated with such 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 18 and 25 November, 29 December 1868, 19, 75, 81. 
^ QPD, 8, 29 December 1968, 81; this solUoquy was spoken by Cardmal Wolsey in WiUiam Shakespeare, 
King Henry VIII, act 3, scene 2, lines 351-9. 
136 
ignominy, and for his career to last but three days in the house, was belittling for a man 
with such pride. 
Apart from an overt display of sensitivity, Hodgson's explanation to the house included 
yet another refutation of criticism that had been levelled at him. The press had accused 
him of 'acts of jobbery' in determining the route of the railway between Allora and 
Warwick. This he denied most vehemently, being supported by the secretary of public 
lands in the new Lilley ministry, Arthur Macalister.^^ 
During this first session of the fourth parliament from 17 to 25 November 1868 only 
three measures were passed; the Appropriation Act, Municipal Institutions Act and the 
Queensland Insurance Company's Act. It has been claimed that during his time in this 
parliament as secretary for public works, Hodgson tried to promote a bill proposing an 
hereditary peerage similar to that of England. It was supposedly supported by Robert 
Mackenzie and George Dalrymple, yet the latter retired from the Queensland parliament 
on 29 July 1866.^ ^ While this would be credible on Hodgson's part, knowing his 
sympathy lay in a landed gentry and a property qualified elective upper house, no 
evidence to this effect can be located. Hodgson did initiate a public bill, the Polynesian 
Labourers Act Amendment Bill, but this was stopped by prorogation. The only private 
members bill in this session, the Queensland Insurance Company Bill, was initiated by 
Charles Lilley.^^ 
Hodgson was not initially included in the ministry formed by Charles Lilley, the 
member for Fortitude Valley, when Fitzgerald failed to form one after Mackenzie's 
retirement. The new ministry came into effect on 25 November 1868, but because of 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 29 December 1868, 80-5. 
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Macalister's individuality, was dogged from the start. This later proved advantageous to 
Hodgson. 
Macalister was at that stage the member for the Eastem Downs, having been rejected 
by his previous constituency of Ipswich. He was well known for his individuality, or 
political expediency, which led him to change his allegiance many times during his 
sixteen year career in Queensland politics. Due to these changes Macalister had 
acquired the nickname of 'Slippery Mac'. It was not surprising then that the first crisis 
in the Lilley govemment in January 1869 was precipitated by Macalister over a quanel 
with Fitzgerald. It is alleged that this was 'the most glaring example of Macalister's 
disregard for loyalty and of his ability to sacrifice his political colleagues for his own 
position'.^^ The outcome was a re-constmction of the ministry on 28 January 1869, 
with Fitzgerald out and Hodgson in the position of colonial secretary. 
On Lilley's invitation to join a coalition ministry, Hodgson emphasized that he would 
accept a position only after Lilley had agreed to his proposals conceming its members. 
During an unusual and perhaps unwise declaration to the house, Hodgson read a letter 
which he had written to Lilley on the subject. In this he said he was prepared to work 
under Lilley as premier 'provided two members, including myself, are introduced into 
the Ministry from the Opposition benches ~ any less number would only weaken your 
party, and damage me politically'. Another condition was that there 'are five Ministers 
in the Legislative Assembly, at a fixed salary of £800 per annum'. This was a startling 
proviso considering Hodgson's stand in the New South Wales legislature ten years 
earlier, when he 'hoped to God he would never occupy a seat in that House' for 
payment. With regard to the ministry, Hodgson also commented that he hoped Lilley 
had 'no intention of nominating a squatter as Minister for Lands'.^^ 
Much criticism was levelled at Hodgson over his acceptance of Lilley's offer. One of 
the members Hodgson had in mind to join him in the ministry was Arthur Palmer, the 
CO 
WUson, 'Arthur Macalister', 45-6. 
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member for Port Curtis, who had been colonial secretary and secretary for public lands 
in the Mackenzie ministry. This gentleman left the house in no doubt as to his feelings 
on the subject, stating that he would not join a coalition ministry, and accusing 
Hodgson of deserting his party. Miles denounced Hodgson for 'extravagant habits' 
during the little time he had been in office, while William Walsh, the member for 
Maryborough, called him a 'place-hunter' who would join any govemment for £800 per 
year.™ 
Hodgson was accommodated generously by Lilley concerning his request, as Macalister 
was appointed secretary for public works and gold fields, and James Taylor came into 
the ministry as secretary for public lands. Both Taylor and Hodgson were station 
owners on the Darling Downs, representing squatting interests on the Western Downs 
and Wanego respectively. Macalister, whose responsibility was to the selectors, then 
represented Eastern Downs. Lilley did not heed Hodgson's concern that a squatter 
would not be a wise choice as minister for lands, a sentiment which was soon echoed in 
parliament. 
This is understandable considering the criticism of Mackenzie's pro-pastoralist 
govemment over the maladministration of the land act. Frederick Forbes, the member 
for West Moreton, believed that only evil could come from a ministry which included 
two Darling Downs members and a member from Eastem Downs. Conversely, Arthur 
Palmer thought highly of Hodgson and Taylor, but was less complimentary regarding 
Macalister.^' The member for Drayton and Toowoomba, William Groom, was more 
forceful. He stated that his constituents requested he did not vote for any govemment 
containing the member for Wanego. While he did not disclose the reason on this 
occasion, his concem regarding maladministration of the land act of 1868 had been 
voiced in parliament in November of that year. He had then asserted that misuse of 
supposedly non-transferable land orders on the Darling Downs had defrauded the 
°^ QPD, vol. 8, 27 January 1869, 145, 149, 161. 
'^ QPD, vol. 8, 28 January 1869, 164, 170. 
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country of £200,000. Hodgson's mn at Eton Vale had benefited, with the pre-emption 
of 2,560 acres of agricultural and first class pastoral land, under this act.^ ^ 
Even grassroot conservatives were sceptical of the composition of this ministry. Walter 
and Katie Hume, who resided at Drayton where Walter was a govemment surveyor, 
leaned towards the conservative squatting interests in politics. Yet of the Lilley 
ministry Walter made the following comments: 
I send you a photo [Figure 9] of our precious 'Ministry', such a set of wretches 
never sat in a cabinet before, & it's to be hoped not again...No. 2 is Mr Lilley...a 
confirmed dmnkard...No. 3 is Mr Macalister, Minister for Works; a clever but 
utterly unscmpulous man, also given to drinking too much. No. 4 is Mr Taylor, a 
perfect beast in every way - common, coarse, ungentlemanly, but rich and paying 
outward attention to the decencies of life. No. 5 is Mr Stephens, Colonial 
Treasurer, a double faced politician who nobody seems to like. No. 6 is Mr 
Douglas...Postmaster General, an honest but wavering & misguided man. Since 
this photo was taken we have another P.M.G.; Mr Gore, a perfect bear, is 
nicknamed 'Ursa Major". No. 7 is Mr Hodgson who was Colonial Secretary before 
Lilley. A clever humbug & what Thackeray would have called a 'snob'.^^ 
f 6 ./"^'*' • '' -' ' 
/^ h '^ - '• 
'9 ( 
Figure 9: Members of Queensland Government, nd., vol 1, 8b, Hume CoUection, Fryer Library [The 
numbers differ from the text; Hodgson is no. 13] 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 18 November 1868, 19; QLAVP 1868-69, Rettim dated 27 January 1869, 473. 
^^  Bonnm, ed., Katie Hume on the Darling Downs, 11, 111; Members of Queensland Government, Hume 
coUection photographic albums, vol. 1, 8b, Fryer Library. 
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Prior to the announcement of Lilley's ministry on 28 January 1869, there was much 
criticism in the house for the lack of progress in the business of the country. Frederick 
Forbes asserted that the 'feeling of the public was, that if half-a-dozen gentlemen left 
the House altogether, Queensland would be better for it'. This echoed the sentiment 
disclosed by the Humes. William Miles objected to travelling 2,400 miles to attend to 
legislative duties, where no business had been done. He complained that all the time 
had been 'taken up in squabbles for place and power'. Henry Jordan stated that next to 
nothing had been done except the 'Aienation of Crown Lands Act' at the 
commencement of 1868, and that had been shockingly administered. Thus there was a 
lot of 1868 business which had fallen in anears. By April 1869 this had been 
completed, when parliament was prorogued until 4 May 1869.^ "* 
One of the most prolonged debates in 1869, which questioned Hodgson's integrity, 
resulted from the 'Detention of the Wanego Mails'. With Hodgson's appointment as 
colonial secretary on the 28 January 1869, his seat of Warrego became vacant, for 
which a writ for an election was issued by the speaker of the house on 29 January. 
Due to an enor by a government clerk, this was held in the post office for six days 
prior to being forwarded, which threatened a delay of the election. It was infened in 
parliament that the deliberate collusion with John Douglas, then postmaster general, to 
have the mail train detained at Roma so that the delayed writ could be forwarded, was 
for political purposes. Miles suggested that this action, which caused great 
inconvenience to the westem people, was 'to secure the honorable the Colonial 
Secretary's retum without opposition. If the House permitted proceedings such as those 
to be canied on, why the government of the day might always retum their own 
supporters'.^^ 
A fellow squatter and one of the 'pure merinos', St George Richard Gore, equally 
critical of the detention of the westem train, took that opportunity to feign surprise that 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 26, 27, 28 January, 1869, 130-1, 149, 154; 22 AprU 1869, 333. 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 18 March and 1 AprU 1869, 187, 280-3. 
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Hodgson would align himself with such 'strange bedfellows' as James Taylor, John 
Douglas, former member for East Moreton, and Arthur Macalister. With regard to 
Hodgson, Gore suggested that 'there was no one who, in a social point of view, was 
more entirely amiable and delightful; but he must say that as a statesman he was not 
the right man in the right place'. Gore reminded the house of Hodgson's previous 
record in the electoral reform debate, as the representative for Clarence and Darling 
Downs, declaring that after 1858 Hodgson 'ceased to appear as a statesman'.^^ 
The detention of the westem mails was raised many times in parliament, with Miles and 
Walsh being Hodgson's most strident critics. On 1 April Miles moved that the 
detention of the westem mail for political purposes was unconstitutional and deserving 
of censure. While the motion was later withdrawn, the criticism of Hodgson did not 
rest there. During a speech to the opening address of the new parliament on May 5 
1869, Miles again attacked the member for Wanego. This time he infened that 
Hodgson had colluded with Captain T.J. Sadlier, a candidate for the seat of Wanego, in 
offering him a position as police magistrate to allow Hodgson to be retumed as the 
member. While Hodgson's explanation to the house, supported by a letter from Sadlier 
to the Brisbane Courier, appeared satisfactory, it seemed that these two gentlemen in 
particular objected to Hodgson's presence in the house under any circumstances.^^ 
It is possible that this may have been a personal vendetta based on envy, as Hodgson 
was not brought to account by the house on any of the alleged misdemeanours. On 24 
June Miles resented a possible adjournment of proceedings, as a week had already been 
lost because of the races, and 'last Friday for a ball given by the Honorable Colonial 
Secretary'. The other critic, Walsh, accused Hodgson of injustice, saying that 'no one 
will get justice done unless he is a supporter of the Govemment, or a personal friend of 
the Colonial Secretary'.^^ 
^^  QPD, vol. 8, 18 March 1869, 187. 
" QPD, vol. 9, 5 May 1869, 18-21. 
78 QPD, vol. 9, 24 June, 400; 1 September 1869, 858. 
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During his time in the Queensland parliament Hodgson seemed to be the butt of much 
criticism, both from fonner pastoral colleagues and from political representatives of the 
outlying districts. Whether this was an early symptom of the 'tall poppy syndrome' 
associated with the Australian character, or whether it was because of his past 
reputation conceming land deals is unclear.^^ His perceived benefit from the 
manipulation of the land laws, as discussed in chapter 3, was known publicly. There is 
also private evidence that his reputation was not held in high esteem in some circles. 
In a letter written in 1851 by William Pettigrew, a former surveyor with the lands 
commissioner Dr Stephen Simpson, and later the first steam sawmiller in Brisbane, it is 
infened that Hodgson had 'taken in' people over the purchase of property on the Darling 
Downs. Pettigrew wrote that he is reputed to have made it 'part of his trade...Hodgson 
is a great man for talking'.^° 
It is apparent from the reaction of others that much of the criticism was related to 
Hodgson's elitist outlook. He flaunted his education, signifying the privileged class, by 
peppering his speeches with Latin and literary quotations.^' He was considered a bully 
and was disrespectful of those who were less advantaged. There are also many 
references to his being a snob, which verifies that his aloof manner and his speeches 
gave this impression. This must be qualified with regard to the Humes; Katie 
especially revealed herself as a snob in describing her first impressions of the Darling 
Downs.^ ^ Care is also required in accepting the evidence of some newspaper items; the 
Moreton Bay Courier was anti-squatter, with this perceived bias in its reporting.^^ 
^^  cL Russel Ward, 'An Austt-alian legend', RAHS, 47, 6, 1961, 338. 
For notes on Pettigrew see Rod Fisher, 'Brisbane durmg the festive season: A dialogue with the colonial 
dead', Brisbane: People, places and pageantry, BHG papers No. 6, 1987, 198; WUliam Pettigrew letters 
16 December - 4 January 1851, RHSQ MSS. 
^' The general attitude to this was reflected by Henry Rotton, member for HarUey, in the 1858 electoral 
reform debate, who chided Hodgson for his eloquence and the 'avalanche of quotations' when aU Rotton 
had avaUable was an idea of his own (SMH 12 May 1858, 13 August 1859). 
^^  An example was her first encounter with Mrs de Falbe, nee Emmeline Macarthur and widow of George 
Leslie, of whom she says: 'He [Captam Vigant de Falbe] married the widow of the first settler on the 
Downs (I mean m point of time not precedence)' (Bonnin, ed., Katie Hume on the Darling Dovms, 155). 
83 Denis Cryle, 'The Langs in Queensland 1858-65: an unwritten chapter', RHSQ, 13, 4, Nov. 1987, 133-7. 
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The references to Hodgson's character during his political career are in contrast to those 
in reminiscences about the early days on the Darling Downs. In hindsight Tom Petrie 
remembered him as a 'real kind-hearted gentleman, one of the right sort, full of fun'. 
Travelling merchant Nehemiah Bartley and squatter David Forbes were impressed by 
his sociability, and both Henry Stuart Russell and John Watts related instances where 
Hodgson's kindness saved an awkward situation. '^* Did Hodgson's nature alter with 
success; or were there a number of reasons, including his enhanced social position from 
early days, that fostered adverse criticism? No doubt with maturity and success there 
was more aggression and a strengthening of views, while the privilege of property 
increased his expectations of his own worth. However, it seems not so much that 
Hodgson had changed, but society had undergone a change. Ross Johnston observed 
that while Governor Bowen was astute enough to notice the class divisions in the newly 
separated colony of Queensland, the presence of more liberals in society gave a 
perception 'of a contradictory sense egalitarianism'.^^ In clinging to his elitist attitudes, 
Hodgson was out of step with the times and hence the object of much criticism. 
Yet in spite of the criticism of Hodgson in particular and the coalition ministry 
generally, sixteen important measures were passed during the April to September 
session. The Pastoral Leases Act, to provide security of tenure to outlying pastoral 
districts; the Immigration Act, to revive European immigration to Queensland; and an 
Act for promoting and fostering Native Industries and Manufacture, were amongst the 
most important. During this time also, the parliament was summoned to meet in the 
new building in George Street, Brisbane. Prior to this, parliament sat in the fonner 
convict banacks building in Queen Street. The last vote that Hodgson made in the 
Legislative Assembly was for the Triennial Parliaments Bill.^ ^ 
^'^ Petrie, Tom Petrie's reminiscences, 283; Bartley, Opals and Agates, 125; Forbes, 'Reminiscences', 56; 
RusseU, Genesis of Queensland, 184, 238; Watts, Reminiscences, 57. 
^^  Johnston, Call of the land, 99-100; Bowen to Bulwer-Lytton, in Lane-Poole, Thirty years of colonial 
government, 110-11. 
^^  QPD, vol. 9, 1 and 14 September 1869, 868-69, 889; Bernays, Queensland politics, 51; Evan Wmkle, UI., 
Janet Hogan, nn., Queensland: Heritage Sketchbook (Sydney: Weldon, 1988), 17. 
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During his time in Brisbane Hodgson's accounts reflect a very elegant life-style, 
consisting of membership of the Queensland Club, champagne, dinners, govemment 
house balls, and joumeys to Sydney. This was backed by a substantial income from 
Eton Vale, as the supposed value of the 1868 wool clip was £15,000. Even during the 
crash of 1866, when many pastoralists 'went down', Hodgson's accounts show the value 
of the clip as £16,062.^^ In keeping with this life-style, Hodgson is thought to have 
lived at Montpellier, the elegant home of the Honorable James Cowlishaw, who 
evidently lived there during the sixties himself after he completed the partly finished 
house. It is possible that Hodgson rented this home from 1868 to 1869, as he and 
Cowlishaw were known to each other as business associates. There were at least three 
establishments of that name in Brisbane; on Wickham Tenace, at Kangaroo Point and 
at Bowen Hills, later the site of Cloudland Ballroom. As Hodgson's walk was two 
miles from parliament house to his home the last was apparently his residence.^^ 
fri October 1869 the Courier reported that Hodgson was about to retire and retum to 
England. At that time he was on tour in Rockhampton with the governor of New South 
Wales, the Earl of Belmore. Hodgson was not popular in Rockhampton because of a 
mishap with their exhibits at the inter-colonial exhibition in Paris in 1867 when he had 
been the Queensland commissioner. There was a complaint to the Editor of the 
Rockhampton Bulletin accusing him of 'meanness [and] direct fraud' in the suppression 
and loss of the Rockhampton exhibits. Hodgson asked for the publication of his reply, 
as the loss could be attributed to mismanagement in Melbourne where there was no 
Queensland representative. Never one to take criticism lightly, Hodgson stated: "This 
exhibition cost me much valuable time, labor, and money (including three express 
joumeys from London to Paris), and as reward for my honorary labor I am branded by 
you as being 'capable of conduct savouring not only of meanness but of direct 
87 Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL MF0073; De Satge, Journal of a Queensland Squatter, 203. 
QPD, vol. 8, 27 January 1869, 143; Queensland Daily Guardian, 17 December 1863; Historic house 
cuttmg book, 41, 100, JOL OM92-51; Bennett, 'Hodgson Terrace' in Colonial George and William Street 
Heritage Tour, 14. Cowlishaw's name appears m Hodgson's accounts for 1871 (Hodgson papers, MF JOL 
0073). 
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fraud!!!"'.^^ It was suggested that the people of Rockhampton could not show their 
displeasure of Hodgson in the company of the governor. 
There is no clear statement concerning Hodgson's retirement from politics or reasons 
given for his decision to retum to live in England. While his political career in 
Queensland began traumatically, the last ministry, in which he held the important post 
of colonial secretary, was reasonably successful. Yet Hodgson did engender a lot of 
criticism, especially in parliament. His elegant life-style no doubt created antagonism 
amongst the less advantaged. His elitist attitude with regard to society and politics also 
irked many, fostering criticism regarding his 'self-laudatory strain' and his 'proneness to 
over-estimate his political importance'. No doubt the constant criticism influenced his 
decision to retire; he also probably found the cosmopolhan life-style of Europe more 
attractive than the parochialism of Brisbane. St George Gore showed great perspicacity 
when he stated that Hodgson was 'not the right man in the right place'. With 
responsible govemment, Australia had changed from a society largely controlled by the 
pastoralists to a more democratic regime. During the electoral reform debate in 1858, 
Hodgson had stated that if the bill was passed 'many persons of intellect and property 
would be driven away from this colony'.^° He had come to realize in the intervening 
years that there was now no hope of a society based on a colonial gentry, to which he 
aspired. Thus he left Queensland, where he had made his fortune, incapable of 
augmenting the blushing honors of his life with a successful political career. 
^^  The Brisbane Courier [formerly MBC], 5 October 1869; Rockhampton Bulletin 26 July 1869 m Dmry 
Cuttmg Book, 265A, JOL OM92-93. 
'^ SMH 24 and 12 May 1858. 
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Chapter 6 
ALMOST A CITY MAN 
Arthur Hodgson's life took a new direction after his disastrous political clash against Dr 
John Dunmore Lang in 1854, and before his second sojoum in Queensland from 1868 
to 1869. In 1855 he retumed to England, no doubt chastened by being nanowly 
rejected in his local constituency. During this interval in England he was appointed to 
the position of general superintendent of the Australian Agricultural Company. His five 
year term of service commenced in September 1856. This Company was controlled 
from its headquarters in London by a court of directors. The Australian head office for 
the period of Hodgson's superintendence was based in Sydney. 
Hodgson, who was apparently financially secure by about 1850, had left his property of 
Eton Vale on the Darling Downs in the capable hands of a manager, John Watts, who 
later became a partner.' In his study of English society before and after the coming of 
industry, Peter Laslett asserts that 'a gentleman never worked with his hands for a 
living'.^ However, social historian Michael Daunton suggests that in the nineteenth 
century, finance and commerce were considered to be far enough removed from 
production that these occupations were 'reconcilable with the gentry ideal'.^ Thus 
Hodgson was able to enter another challenging career without blemishing his elite 
status. 
As Hodgson was not a regular diarist and scant conespondence exists, the Australian 
Agricultural Company records are a very valuable direct source of information. Other 
sources, such as official records, newspaper articles, and the reminiscences and writing 
of his friends and foes, are indirect. While these reflect an exterior view of the man. 
' Vere Hodgson, information, Arthur Hodgson Papers. 
Laslett, The world we have lost, 13. 
^ M.J. Daunton, '"GenUemanly capitalism" and British mdustry 1820-1914', Past and Present, 122, 1989, 
125. 
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the Company records afford an opportunity to appraise Hodgson's ideal of a gentleman 
through the principles which he applied to business and his attitude to his peers and 
inferiors. The records are necessarily of a business nature. Yet Hodgson's 
conespondence with the assistant general superintendent Charles Green, appointed soon 
after Hodgson's arrival, does reflect the human side of this gentleman. 
Athough Hodgson's term of office began officially on the date of his arrival in Sydney 
from England, 27 September 1856, the resolution for his appointment as Company 
superintendent was passed by the court of directors on 18 April 1856."* The Australian 
Agricultural Company was seeking, as a successor to Captain Marcus Brownrigg, a new 
person with colonial experience to head their Australian operation. It is doubtful that 
Hodgson was in England expressly for this purpose. The records show that Hodgson's 
successor, Edward Christopher Merewether, was hired for an initial period of seven 
years.^ Thus Hodgson's initial appointment for a three year term could indicate that he 
accepted the position in a temporary capacity; to use a modem term, as a 'trouble-
shooter'. At the half-yearly meeting held on 18 July 1856 it was announced that: 
they have found in Mr. Arthur Hodgson, who has resided seventeen years in the 
colony, and whose character is well known to several members of the court, 
those qualifications which they believe to be the best guarantee that the future 
management of the Company's business in the colony will be conducted with 
credit to himself and advantage to the proprietors.^ 
It was not only Hodgson's colonial experience and good reputation which attracted the 
directors but his 'practical knowledge of the management of stock', upon which the 
Company would rely.^ 
As the senior representative in Australia of a well respected Company, Hodgson was 
able to mix with the highest society in Sydney, both in business and pleasure. 
'' Despatches from the court of dhectors, 18 AprU 1856, AA Co. records, ABL 78/3/4. 
^ Despatches from the court, 26 June 1860, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/5. 
^ Jesse Gregson, The Australian Agricultural Company 1824-1875 (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1907), 
172, ABL 1/452B. 
^ Minutes of the court of dhectors, 30 Jan. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
148 
However, one of the conditions of Hodgson's contract of employment was 'that he 
engage not to go over to Moreton Bay to look after his stations there, but leave them 
entirely to the charge of his Agent, so as to be enabled to give his sole and undivided 
attention to the affairs of the Company'.^ After his arrival from England on 27 
September 1856 Hodgson ananged for the head office to be transfened from Stroud, 
north of Newcastle in New South Wales, to Sydney, while he and his family took up 
residence at WooUoomooloo on 13 October 1856.^ Thus Hodgson had become a 'City' 
man, distanced from industry or working with his hands, which Daunton suggested 
'offered a way of getting rich and being a gentleman'.'° 
There are some analogies to be drawn between Hodgson's position and Daunton's theory 
of "gentlemanly capitalism", especially in considering the power confened by the 
occupancy of a prestigious position. Nevertheless the world of finance and commerce 
in the City of London was far removed from the management of this diversified, 
London based, colonial Company. The Australian Agricultural Company was 
established in London in 1824 by Act of Parliament and Royal Charter. The list of 
directors and major shareholders included prestigious names from the British world of 
finance, commerce and govemment. Originally the operation, based on the findings of 
the 1822 Bigge Report on New South Wales, was for a pastoral establishment using 
assigned convicts as shepherds and labourers, with experienced overseers being sent 
from Europe. This method of recmitment lasted until the end of convict assignment in 
1838, after which the Company went through a series of labour crises which fostered a 
variety of immigration schemes, none of which were very successful." 
The early years were very difficult, especially in the pastoral industry which took until 
the 1830s to become well established. Then the Company's fine wool obtained good 
Despatches from the court, 18 AprU 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/4. 
^ Despatches from the general supermtendent, 10 October 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
'° Daunton, 'GenUemanly capitalism', 125. 
" P.A. Pemberton, Pure merinos and others: The "shipping lists" of the Australian Agricultural Company 
(Canberra: Australian National University Archives of Business and Labour, 1986), 1. 
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prices on the London market and their stock had a good name in the colony. The 
mining operation, finally decided upon in 1829, was more successful, with a steady 
increase in the production of coal as the operation expanded to meet increased domestic 
demand and the requirements for steam ships. The Company paid its first dividend in 
January 1834.'^ 
While the Company's fortunes fluctuated during the ensuing years, it was going through 
a period of turmoil when Hodgson took over in 1856. In a letter to the new 
superintendent dated 10 January 1857 the govemor of the court of directors stated that 
'the result of the Colonial operations for 1855...is very adverse, both in the Colliery and 
more especially in the Agricultural Department and had it not been for the sales of land 
the result would have been disastrous'.'^ Profit for the colliery in 1855 was only £677 
compared with the 1854 profit of £8,204 or for 1856 of £6,923. For the years 1854, 
1855 and 1856 the agricultural and stock department canied on at a loss. The sales of 
land which saved the Company from a 'disastrous' loss amounted to £4,381 at 
Newcastle and £7,977 at Port Stephens.'"* These figures explain the Company's desire 
to replace their superintendent, especially with one who had knowledge of agriculture 
and stock. 
The new superintendent, Hodgson, was a gentleman whose code of honour demanded 
he be 'honest and keep his word [and] be courteous and honourable'.'^ Little did he 
realize to what extent this ideal would be tested during the initial period of his 
superintendence. The general superintendent from 1852 up to the time of Hodgson's 
appointment was Captain Marcus Freeman Brownrigg. He was a cousin of John 
Studholme Brownrigg, a long serving director and later govemor of the Company from 
1842-1853.'^ While the court had on many occasions expressed gratitude for 
12 
Pemberton, Pure merinos, 1, 31. 
'^ Despatches from the court, 10 Jan. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/4. 
''* Mmutes of the court, 30 Jan. 1857 and 1 Feb. 1858, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
'^ Perkin, The origins of modern English society, 274. 
16 
Pemberton, Ihire merinos, 99, 104. 
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Brownrigg's administration of the Company's affairs it was obvious that he had little 
expertise in the management of stock.'' This department required an experienced 
person in control; special reports of the Newcastle collieries by Frederic Odemheimer 
also indicated that a mining engineer was required in the coal area. Consequently the 
directors took the opportunity at this stage to restructure the entire Australian 
establishment. As Brownrigg was not considered 'best fitted' to cany out the 
remodelling, his services were terminated.'^ 
Hodgson's responsibilities for the Company in Australia embraced organisation and 
management of the pastoral estates of Port Stephens (464,640 acres) and Liverpool 
PlainsAVanah (249,000 acres), including land sales at Port Stephens and Newcastle.'^ 
He was also responsible for an expanding coal industry at Newcastle which included 
east and west Newcastle with three working coal pits (1,920 acres), and future 
management of Piatt's Land (2,000 acres).^° Prior to leaving England to take up his 
appointment Hodgson, with his customary thoroughness, had delved extensively into 
despatches from both Archibald Blane, deputy governor from 1845 to 1852, and Marcus 
Brownrigg.^' He then addressed an extensive memorandum to the court seeking 
clarification on some ambivalent areas of Company policy, highlighting some obvious 
areas of mismanagement concerning stock, tentatively suggesting future directions and 
generally seeking the directors' instructions on future management. As the choice of 
Hodgson for the superintendence rested on his vast colonial experience, especially in 
the management of stock, the court considered 'that Mr Hodgson must be left to the 
exercise of his judgment and discretion'.^^ 
'^ Gregson, The AA Co., 112, ABL 1/452B. 
Gregson, AA Co., 172. 
Pemberton, Pure merinos, 1. 
20 Mmutes of the court, 30 Jan. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
^' Archibald Blane, a deputy governor of the company, had been sent out in 1851 with the new 
superintendent Robert Westmacott in an attempt to unravel the obviously deteriorating sittiation 
developmg withhi management m the colony. For a fuUer account see Pemberton, Pure merinos, 15-18. 
^^  Memorandum by Arthur Hodgson with replies by the court in despatches from the court, 3 June 1856, AA 
Co records, ABL 78/3/4. 
151 
The directors did supply specific advice on the following points. Hodgson was to 
appoint a committee of advice of three gentlemen from a list of names supplied by the 
court, its object and duties to 'consist in advising with you on the various matters of 
curtent businefs [sic] in fortifying your judgment, in deciding the policy to be adopted 
in effecting Sales of Land and Stock in supporting the Company's interest and 
connexion generally and in assisting to extend their coal trade in particular'.^^ The 
salary for this service would be £100 per armum. Hodgson also had specific instmction 
on the removal of the office to Sydney; a feasibility study of the Sydney wharf agents; 
the coal trade generally, but especially the depots ananged by Brownrigg to be given 
up; the disposal of horses except those required; the disposal of sheep stock from Port 
Stephens; and to tum the cattle department to 'profitable account'. He also was required 
to encourage the location of population to the Port Stephens' estate with the sale of land 
and farms; to obtain a residence for Robert Whytte, the new colliery agent; to use his 
judgment for cancellation of a lease of Liverpool Plains with the view of re-stocking; 
and apart from some minor matters he had instmctions regarding Brownrigg's departure. 
The court understood the 'delicacy' of Hodgson's position and requested 'that every 
accommodation and facility' should be given to Brownrigg on his retirement. '^* 
The termination of his services came as no surprise to Brownrigg. In May 1856 in a 
despatch to the court he discussed the court's criticism of his management and the 
shareholders' displeasure regarding the Company's performance. On 10 June Brownrigg 
requested to be relieved of his duties of office.^ The reasons for the Company's 
displeasure stemmed from dissatisfaction with Brownrigg's administration, especially in 
appointing his brother as arbitrator on behalf of the Company in a case against the 
Hunter River Railway; his speculation in the shipment of coal; poor management of 
23 
24 
25 
Despatches from the court, 20 June 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/4. 
Despatches from the court, 20 June 1856, ABL 78/3/4/; see also mmutes of the court, 1 Feb. 1858, AA 
Co records, ABL 160/2. 
Despatches from the general supermtendent, 19 May and 10 June 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/25. 
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monetary affairs; inadequate conespondence with the board; and unsuitability to carry 
out the future remodelling of the Company.^ *^ 
The superintendence of the Australian Agricultural Company was not an easy task, and 
Hodgson had quite a challenge ahead of him in Australia. As seen from Hodgson's 
brief it was a diversified Company dealing in coal, agriculture and stock, and land 
sales; it was administered from London, having a group of sedulous shareholders who 
were not only quick to criticize but often did not understand colonial conditions. This 
fact was later recognized with the inclusion of a number of directors with 'colonial 
experience'.^' There was also the physical dislocation of administration as 
conespondence took two to three months from London to Sydney or visa versa. These 
were but some of the difficulties under which Brownrigg, and indeed Hodgson, worked. 
Of Brownrigg's administration Hodgson reported that: 
Captain Brownrigg failed, not indeed from shirking his work, for no man could 
work harder, or more honestly, but he had too much to do, with very indifferent 
assistance and his ignorance upon all matters connected with an Agricultural 
Establishment, made him a ready tool in the hands of a clever, cunning, and 
designing man like Mr. White [superintendent of pastoral operations 1854-56]. 
My impression now is that Mr. White always intended to shield himself under 
his well written reports upon the stock, which may account for the sheep, cattle 
and horses continuing to deteriorate during his tenure of office, without any 
systematic attempt to bring about an improvement.^^ 
This appraisal of Brownrigg, and indeed criticism of J.C. White, was included in a 
lengthy report to the court of directors after Hodgson's initial visit of inspection of the 
Company's establishments. The report was a major test for Hodgson, as it later resulted 
in his being labelled a 'double dealer and detractor'.^^ 
Hodgson's report reflected the qualities he valued in the men with whom he worked. 
The handover was slightly delayed as Brownrigg was incapacitated by a fall from his 
horse. Hodgson reported on 28 October that Brownrigg 'treated me with much courtesy 
26 Despatches from the general superintendent, 6 Aug. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/26. 
27 
Pemberton, Pure merinos, 1. 
^^ Despatches from the general superintendent, 8 Dec. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
^' Despatches from the general superintendent, 24 Aug. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/28. 
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and kindness, and has given me much valuable information.' In the meantime White 
had resigned from his position as assistant general superintendent and C.H. Green, 
whom Hodgson first met on the Dunbar, was appointed to this position.^" Green's 
salary of £300 per year plus house rent and weekly rations for two people was not 
considered excessive by Hodgson who remarked that the position was one of great tmst, 
requiring a 'man of judgment, honesty and activity'.^' These qualities were important to 
Hodgson as reflected in advice he gave to John Watts when he was a stockman on Eton 
Vale. Success, he suggested, was bound to follow work that was done with 'energy and 
judgment'.^^ 
Hodgson's initial despatches to the court of directors in London were concise and 
articulate, in neat strong handwriting. The report of the Port Stephens estate was 
factual but bleak, although he did give praise where it was justified. He stated that the 
sheep were 'past redemption' because of close breeding: 'The inspection of these sheep 
was a painful and melancholy sight to me, I felt that the best bred, the finest wooll'd 
sheep in the Colony had been sacrificed, and this is no event of yesterday, it has been 
going on for years'.^^ This final statement was supported by a later superintendent and 
Company historian, Jesse Gregson, who suggested that the poor state of the flocks was 
not so much the result of close breeding but because they had been depastured for years 
on land unsuitable for sheep. Hodgson was fair in his assessment of Brownrigg, and 
like Gregson did not blame his superintendence, but the 'deficiency' of the directors who 
appointed a man who had no practical knowledge of stock management. '^* Hodgson 
suggested that the flocks could recover with good management and pasture, but not at 
Port Stephens. He decided to sell the sheep in lots as they would be sacrificed at 
auction because of their bad reputation, and to send the left overs to Wanah station 
where the grass and water was abundant. 
°^ Despatches from the general supermtendent, 28 Oct. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
^' Despatches from the general supermtendent, 4 Nov. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
Watts, Reminiscences, 60. 
33 Despatches from the general superintendent, 4 Nov. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
^^  Gregson, AA Co., 175-9. 
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ft was difficult for Hodgson to ascertain the expenses of the sheep establishment 
because of the marmer in which the accounts were kept, but he did comment on the 
sheep overseers, shepherds and watchmen who 'unlike the sheep have been in great 
clover'. They had at the expense of the Company's flocks improved the lands for 
gardens, produce and pigs to the extent that Hodgson saw the advantage of selling the 
land to the men for farms. He detailed some annual expenses, such as the cost of 
employing 60 men at £1,521, 70 rations to men and wives costing £700 and the store 
wages of £411, areas which he later was able to make more cost effective. 
Hodgson did not tolerate inefficiency or laziness. Of the other stock he reported that 
the horses had been mnning wild for years and were so poor that he had not found one 
strong enough for himself. The stockmen were all 'badly mounted'. Athough the cattle 
were in low condition there were some fine cows amongst the 2,000 head seen at Avon, 
Gloucester and Clark's stations. The estimated number of cattle mnning wild in the 
bush was between 3,500 and 4,000. Regarding J.C. White, Hodgson reported that if he 
had spent less time at the desk and more in the saddle the 'cattle and horses would now 
have been under more control'. At this stage Hodgson had not visited the stations of 
Giro, Warrah or Nowendoc.^^ 
Credit was given where it was due. The township of Stroud, one of the Company's 
earliest settlements, impressed Hodgson. The buildings were in good repair and as the 
Company had decided to disband its establishment, Hodgson could see a market for the 
sale of some allotments and farms, and for the leasing of stores and other buildings. 
He also perceived a market for allotments at the well 'laid out' town of Gloucester, and 
hoped to establish small businesses for lease, such as an inn to catch the gold diggings' 
traffic and a blacksmith's shop. One of the new superintendent's main concems was not 
to decrease staff too rapidly in the restmcturing of the Company's establishment as 
'Stroud would not stand the shock of a too sudden change, we want the population and 
we must not drive it away from our doors'.^^ 
^^  Despatches from the general supermtendent, 4 Nov. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
^^  Despatches from the general supermtendent, 4 Nov. and 8 Dec. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
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This early report reflects Hodgson's management potential as afready he was able to 
assess the significance of marketing the land at Stroud and Gloucester for farms and 
businesses. Yet he was working under difficult conditions as the arrival of a new 
superintendent was interpreted by the staff as meaning certain dismissal. It was not 
until J.C. White left the Company on 1 December 1856 that Hodgson was able to gain 
a clear picture of the agricultural operation, and the extent of abuse of Company 
property which he found so abhonent.^' 
Thus it was the lengthier report of 8 December 1856 that caused such ripples in the 
colony and much distress to both Hodgson and Brownrigg. At the outset Hodgson 
stated in his rather high-handed manner that 'it is my duty to make a report of what I 
have seen, and I shall not shrink from it; it is not my wish to paint the picture blacker 
than reality, no comparison can be drawn between my position and that of my 
predecessor'. He acknowledged that he began his term of office at an advantage as the 
engineer, Whytte, had been appointed to manage the mines, and George Linstead had 
been sent from head office in London as chief accountant. He also had an experienced 
board of advice as well as Green, a person skilled in stock management. In this regard 
Hodgson was honest conceming the advantages of his accomplished staff compared 
with that of his predecessor. 
Hodgson's more detailed report demonstrated that he possessed the attribute of 
thoroughness and the initiative to act on his findings. He was implementing 
management decisions, such as leasing the Stroud store and ananging the sale of stock, 
which would secure a retum on capital. His report, which contained both good and bad 
news for the Company's directors, reflected the confidence Hodgson had gained in 
dealing with agriculture and stock during his seventeen years in the colony. He had 
ridden extensively by horseback over the estates, and reported in detail on his 
conclusions. He found that Bundabar was a poor station for mrming sheep and cattle, 
the latter being wild, but suggested that it be kept as a profitable concem for the 
breeding of horses. He reported that both Nowendoc and Warrah were excellent mns. 
^' Despatches from the general superintendent, 8 Dec. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
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especially for cattle. He realized that a considerable retum could be made on cattle in 
the long term, especially if some pure bred Durham bulls were imported to improve the 
stock. The request for bulls was reiterated many times to the court before it was acted 
upon. Hodgson praised the sites of Denison, Canington and Pumpkin Point as being 
well selected for future development. 
ft was possibly Hodgson's attitude to the illegal use of Company property which best 
reflects his attributes of honesty and loyalty. While he was not pleased with the 
obvious mismanagement of the stock department, he was more alarmed at the 'gross and 
expensive abuse, which have been allowed to germinate on your Estate, and the 
promiscuous mode in which your accounts have been hitherto kept [which] has fostered 
a system of extravagance'. Hodgson stated he could 'fill sheets of paper' in enumerating 
the various areas of 'favouritism and extravagance'; but while he appeared appalled at 
the illegal use of Company property, his sense of humour rises to the fore in the 
following passage: 
The clerk in the accountant's office, Mr Nickison, is quite urmecessary, this 
young man has little or nothing to do, but being of an active tum of mind, he 
has tumed his attention to keeping a shop at Newcastle, and feeding pigs, and 
poultry in the Company's paddock under the feet and noses of your horses who 
are thus robbed of their com...The Company's paddock is full of pigs, goats, 
geese, ducks and fowls all living and getting fat on your corn, I wonder that the 
horses look so well, but there has probably been no stint.^ ^ 
Hodgson's efficiency was demonstrated by the fact that he lost no time in adopting 
prompt measures 'to bring about a reform', eliminating such practices as the supply of 
wood and water at the Company's expense to local innkeepers and individuals. A 
separate report of the coal establishment was attached to this document, but Hodgson 
did comment that work at the Newcastle mines had been done in a 'slovenly manner' 
which he was confident the new manager, Whytte, would rectify. The Company's coal 
was considered a 'superior article' for which there was a ready domestic market. 
This report reached England on 13 March 1857 a few days prior to the govemor, John 
Hurdis Ravenshaw, writing to Hodgson of the 'stormy [January] meeting, there being no 
38 Despatches from the general supermtendent, 8 Dec. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
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Dividend and resulted in the appointment of a Committee nominally to consult with the 
Directors but in reality to investigate into the affairs of the Company and to report to 
the General body of Proprietors'.^^ The pressure for a dividend seemed to be uppermost 
in the minds of the directors, many despatches to Hodgson commenting on his 
forthcoming remittance or infening that they expected one to reach London prior to the 
next general meeting. 
As Ravenshaw surmised, he did not survive as governor for long after the committee of 
investigation. He also suspected that the vitriol against the existing board was due to 
the disappointment of certain proprietors who purchased shares at a high price during 
the fluny of the early 1850s.''^ During their investigation, among other grievances, the 
committee came to the enoneous conclusion that there had been a stock loss since 1851 
of £125,000, and were at pains to alert the 'Public Press' of their findings. This resulted 
in a mass resignation of the board, except for Messrs Thomton and Davidson, the latter 
being the banker known to many of the aspiring settlers associated with the Macarthurs. 
It is interesting to note that at this time George Leslie, a squatter colleague of Hodgson, 
was deputy governor.'*' This verifies that the social network evident in pioneering the 
Downs extended to other areas throughout life. The outcome for Hodgson of this 
radical upheaval in the London management was that the committee of investigation 
published his early report to the Company. 
Hodgson was furious. If, as this thesis argues, Hodgson and his pastoral colleagues 
were on a quest to become the 'aristocrats' of Australian society, or indeed had achieved 
this status, there were certain ideals to be upheld. In preserving his ideal as a 
gentleman, Hodgson had been extremely thorough in his assessment of the Company's 
affairs, had been honest in this assessment and where warranted, had been fair and just 
with regard to the previous management. He viewed the publication of his despatch as 
39 Despatches from the court, 18 Mar. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/4. 
'^ In 1852 news of a gold discovery on the Peel River property was received m London and AA Co shares 
rose from £15 to £350 before droppmg to £280 (Pemberton, Pure merinos, 24). 
"*' Despatches from the court, 11 April 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/4. 
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lack of acknowledgment of these ideals. This appears to be the basis of the deep hurt 
which Hodgson felt over the incident. He accepted the position of superintendent 
knowing that changes were necessary: 'a report was naturally expected from me as to 
the state of your affairs, and 1 did not hesitate to write what had never been previously 
written, the whole tmth'."*^ He blamed the committee of consultation for sanctioning the 
publication of the despatches 'to the world', stating: 
I do not think that I have been fairly dealt with in this matter, was not the 
immediate cause of my appointment to be attributed to the supposed 
mismanagement of Captain Brownrigg? Did not this entail, as a necessary 
consequence, a painful report from me immediately after my arrival, upon the 
state of your affairs? How could 1 screen my predecessor? It is reported here 
that I have unnecessarily traduced his character for the purpose of improving my 
position with the Court of Directors and many other reports have been circulated 
to my prejudice... It was my duty to write the despatches which have emanated 
from my pen, it might have been my policy to have kept back part of the 
information, for in proportion to the gross mismanagement of my predecessor, 
greater results will be expected from me. In this colony there is a general feeling 
of pity for Captn. Brownrigg, brought about by this publication, he is now 
looked upon as a victim immolated by the Committee of Consultation to appease 
the fury of discontented Proprietors.'*^ 
ft did not take Brownrigg long to react to the publication of the despatch critical of his 
management, demanding of Hodgson an explanation of 'his most grave and injurious 
imputations'. Hodgson was unwilling to enter into a conespondence regarding the 
affair, which resulted in Brownrigg publishing in the newspaper all of his 
conespondence with Hodgson. Hodgson was necessarily guarded in his replies as the 
Company did not allow public justification. The only support Hodgson received from 
London was a letter which he was able to utilize stating he did not use in his 
despatches the word 'speculation' which had so upset Brownrigg in the publication.'*'* 
As a gentleman it would have been very frustrating for Hodgson not to be able to 
defend his honour. 
^^ Despatches from the general superintendent, 24 Aug. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/28. 
"^^ Despatches from the general superintendent, 16 July 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/28. 
'^ Despatches from the general superintendent, 30 June to 8 Aug. 1857, ABL 78/1/28; despatches from the 
court, 15 Dec. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/4. 
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Hodgson wrote to his friend Green, commenting on the unpleasant letter he had 
received from Brownrigg, stating he had to be careful as 'I have no appetite for the 
law'. This was optimistic, for by September Brownrigg had commenced an action 
against Hodgson, as the Company representative, for £638-5s-10d commission which he 
claimed the Company owed him, and which at that stage it had no intention of paying."*^  
After 'many vexatious delays and recriminations' the case was taken before arbitration, 
the result being adverse to the Company, who were ordered to pay £1024-7s-2d. The 
Company considered this an unjust decision regarding some of Brownrigg's claims, 'but 
the consideration which chiefly influenced us in the course we adopted, was that the 
Company's character for honour and fair dealing, which has hitherto stood so high in 
the Colony, would have been seriously compromised, had we refused to submit to an 
honourable arbitration'.'*^ The principle by which the Company operated was ostensibly 
the gentleman's code of honour. 
Hodgson more than fulfilled his obligations in this regard with his service to the 
Australian Agricultural Company, which went through a period of expansion and profit 
under his capable management. At the half-yearly meeting of proprietors on 24 January 
1860 the directors reported that: 
From Febmary 1855 to September 1856, your property had yielded no retum 
whatever, whereas during the period of Mr Hodgson's management there has 
been remitted to London from legitimate sources of Revenue, and wholly 
independent of the amount received from the Sale of old Stock, the sum of 
£95,236 in cash, and £10,536 in produce, against which he has not drawn a 
single bill. These facts speak for themselves...'*' 
At this meeting it was reported that Hodgson had agreed to renew his engagement until 
September 1861 on terms similar to his first three year contract, except for a salary 
increase from £1,300 to £1,500 per annum. He was to have no claim for bonus or gift 
'*^  Letters received by the assistant general supermtendent from the general superintendent, 9 July 1857, ABL 
1/156; despatches from the general superintendent, 4 Sep. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
"^^ Mmutes of the court, 1 Feb. 1859, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
•*' Minutes of the court, 24 Jan. 1860, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
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for satisfactory service as was provided in the 1856 contract which Hodgson appears to 
have received in kind, thought to be land, rather than monetary remuneration.'^^ 
During his period as superintendent (1856-1861) Hodgson was fortunate in having a 
favourable economic climate to his advantage. It was a period which has been 
described as 'the golden age of the Pure Merinos'.'*^ Yet at this stage the Australian 
Agricultural Company was winding down its wool operation to concentrate more on 
cattle, land and coal sales. There was a gradual rise in wool sales from 1846 to 1851 
when the Company sales peaked at £21,797. After this time there was a gradual 
decline, with no wool from the Peel after 1854 and declining sales from Port Stephens 
until the disposal of the sheep under Hodgson's superintendence. The last recorded 
wool sale during this period appears to have been £3,761 in 1858.^° 
There was quite a lot of activity in the stock department under Hodgson, although the 
Company recognised the restrictions on revenue while it relied entirely on the purchase 
and fattening of stock rather than breeding or producing wool. The sale of the Port 
Stephens' sheep was satisfactory. New Zealand providing one of the markets.^' 
Hodgson's oft repeated request for Durham bulls to improve stock was at last heeded by 
Febmary 1858 although his patience was tried to the point of his remarking to the court 
that 'I will say no more about Bulls'. One of the two sent out in early 1858 for a total 
cost of £401 was sold soon after arrival for £475. More bulls were despatched in 1859 
and 1860 as there was a ready market for bull calves, especially from the Company's 
stock.^ ^ 
'*^  Despatches from the court, 18 AprU 1856 and 10 Nov. 1859, ABL 78/3/4 and 5; mmutes of the court, 21 
July 1859, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
Waterson, Squatter, selector, storekeeper, 13. 
°^ Mmutes of the court, 30 Jan. 1857 and 21 July 1859, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
^' Mmutes of the court, 1 July 1857, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
^^  Despatches from the general superintendent, 9 Jan. 1857, ABL 78/1/27; minutes of the court, 1 Feb. 1859 
and 24 Jan. 1860, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
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The revenue from the stock department was very sensitive to local conditions and 
fluctuated accordingly. For example, net profit for 1859 was £8,280 as against 1858 
profit of £13,102. Sales were affected by the presence of Cumberland disease among 
the store cattle at Wanah. While lean stock was purchased in 1859 for an intended 
retum on capital in 1860, the market did not eventuate because of a fall in butchers' 
prices. A moderate profit of £3,497 was reported for 1860. Hodgson stated that 
although he did not make extensive purchases in 1861 because of the high price asked 
by the breeders he was also influenced by the limitations of cash which was required 
for remittance to London to provide the July dividend.^^ The pressure for remittances 
for a dividend was incessant. 
It has been attributed to 'disinterest' on the part of Hodgson that the magnificent 
property of Warrah was not developed for sheep during his term of office.^ '* On his 
visit to Australia the Company govemor, E.W.T. Hamilton, who once leased west 
Wanah and knew its potential, reported that: 
Hodgson is I think shy of extending operations there, he takes the pmdent 
side...the Proprietors fancy that the same miserable result would follow on the fat 
plains of Wanah as on the densely timbered hills of Stroud.^^ 
Management of Warrah was addressed frequently but the court did not feel confident of 
implementing their programme, first because of the incidence of Cumberland disease 
and then because the colliery expansion was using any spare funds. In 1860 Wanah 
was again leased for £1,500 per annum. A windfall of £9,086 in compensation from a 
case against the Great Northem Railway for trespassing on the Company's Newcastle 
and Piatt's estates, reported in January 1861, was then earmarked for the Warrah 
expansion. It was decided to implement this as soon as the lease expired in March 
1862, before which time remittances from the colony had ceased because of a miners' 
strike at Newcastle.^ "^ Thus a series of unfortunate events appeared to be the main 
reason Wanah remained unstocked until 1864. 
53 Mmutes of the court, 31 July 1860, 30 July 1861 and 28 Jan. 1862, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
Pemberton, Pure merinos, 21. 
^^  Minutes of the court, 1 Feb. 1859, AA Co records, 160/2. 
^^ Mmutes of the court, 29 Jan. 1861 and 28 Jan. 1862, AA Co records ABL 160/2. 
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Land sales were also spasmodic during Hodgson's term of office. The initial auctions 
to disband the establishment of Stroud were a failure because of the rain, and land was 
not fetching good value at that time.^' While the object was 'to extend the system of 
selling and leasing farms' on the Port Stephens' estate Hodgson appeared to be 
proceeding with caution while waiting for a good price.^^ The Company had certain 
restrictions on the sale of land which were removed on Hodgson's advice in 1858 yet 
receipts for that year only amounted to £6,004 as against £11,889 in 1857. Hodgson 
reported that purchasers were reluctant because of 'the unsettled policy of the 
government'. Legislation for regulating the alienation and occupation of crown lands 
had been before parliament for months.^^ While the profits from land remained only 
moderate, one sale of 17 perches at Newcastle for £800 was highlighted by the court as 
it represented a rate of £7,500 an acre.*^ 
It was the coal industry that attributed greatly to Hodgson's success as superintendent. 
From £677 in 1855, the profit rose to £6,923 in 1856, then quite spectacularly in 1857, 
peaking to £30,049 in 1858, while ft remained around £28,000 for 1859-60.^' During 
his visit of inspection to Australia the govemor, E.W.T. Hamilton, reported that the 
Company's coal commanded a higher price on the market than any other and that the 
future was considered 'brilliant'.'^ ^ Success was not achieved without many dents to 
Hodgson's gentlemanly pride, especially as he had to rely very much on his managers 
because of his lack of knowledge in the coal industry. 
^' Despatches from the general superintendent, 24 Jan. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
^^  Mmutes of the court, 30 Jan. 1857, ABL 160/2; despatches from the general supermtendent, 24 Jan. 1857, 
AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
^' Minutes of the court, 1 Feb. and 21 July 1859 and 31 July 1860, AA Co records, ABL 160/2; SMH 26 
September 1860. 
* Minutes of the court, 30 July 1861, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
^' These figures have been taken from mmutes of the court, 1 Feb. 1858 to 30 July 1861, AA Co records, 
ABL 160/2. 
^^  Mmutes of the court, 1 Feb. 1859, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
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At the time of Hodgson's takeover of the coal operation in Newcastle, three pits D, E 
and F, were in operation, with constmction of no. 1 pit in progress. The Company was 
pleased with Hodgson and Whytte's reorganisation of the coal establishment which 
resulted in a reduction in expenditure of £1,000 per annum. Whytte was still working 
with the old machinery with the exception of a new engine, although he planned to 
employ more modern methods in the latest pit. Hodgson was at this stage very pleased 
with Whytte as the Company's choice as manager at Newcastle.^^ In January 1857 
Hodgson first made mention of a mmour that Whytte 'drinks', but he stated 'I have no 
reason to believe this', especially as the 'coal was going on steadily'.^ 
The management of the colliery under Whytte illustrates the difficulty of administering 
this large Company from a London base, especially when the court, although 
purportedly leaving Hodgson 'unfettered', criticized him on many occasions for making 
decisions without prior consultation. In Febmary 1859 Hamilton reported his 
disappointment regarding the lack of progress on no. 1 pit, but was reluctant to criticize 
Whytte because of the 'zeal' with which he managed the Company's interests. Whytte 
was obviously under pressure because of the demand for coal, thus concentrating his 
energies on the working pits.^^ Also in his favour were the enormous profits under his 
management. 
Although Hodgson had received a note in September 1858 from George Leslie, deputy 
govemor, leaving the Whytte problem 'in his hands', the situation remained unresolved, 
ft was not until November 1859 that Hodgson received a reply to his despatch 
requesting permission to discharge Whytte. The court was reluctant to comply with his 
request in spite of Whytte's shortcomings.^^ By early 1860 Hodgson had reported that 
the no. 1 pit had been abandoned and a new one commenced as the no. 2 bore hole. 
^^  Mmutes of the court, 1 July 1857 and 1 Feb. 1859, ABL 160/2; despatches from the general 
supermtendent, 6 Dec. 1856, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
^ Despatches from the general supermtendent, 31 Jan. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/27. 
^^  Minutes of the court, 1 Feb. 1859, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
^^  Despatches from the court, 16 Sep. 1858 and 15 Nov. 1859, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/4 and 5. 
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Hodgson held Whytte responsible for the failure of no. 1 pit. In January 1860 Hodgson 
reported that he was by no means satisfied with the progress of no. 2 pit. He had 
suspended work until a civil engineer could be consulted and had dismissed Whytte 
from the Company's employment on 21 January 1860.^' The Company did not allow 
Hodgson any comfort over the procrastination concerning Whytte's dismissal, 
admonishing him for allowing the board to think that Hodgson's charge against Whytte 
was 'not his incompetency to sink a New Pit' but other lesser concems .^ ^ 
While Hodgson had great management ability, especially in the area of agriculture and 
stock, he was obliged to rely on the mine managers for the technical details conceming 
the coal industry. With regard to the general superintendent and the failure of no. 2 pit 
the directors were eager to indicate that 'it must be bome in mind that...the plans for 
constmcting the No. 2 Pit had been approved by men better capable than himself of 
forming a sound judgement on such matters'.^^ This reinforced the view that the 
Company required a very experienced person in charge of their expanding operation. 
After some setbacks the new appointee to the mine management, James Baron Winship, 
sailed from Gravesend on 25 October 1860.™ In the meantime Hodgson became 
concemed that the supply of coal might fail, and began work on the sinking of G pit. 
For this he was severely censured: 
up to this time we have no reason to regret that so much confidence has been 
reposed in your judgment, in fact we all feel that you have acted most loyally 
towards ourselves, and most energetically for the good of the Company; but we 
think that you have broken bounds in this instance, and regret the undertaking of 
the Pit before Mr Winship's arrival, and without reference to ourselves, and more 
particularly on account of the risk you are incurring of spending the Company's 
money to no purpose, from the hesitation on the part of the Colonial Govemment 
to sign the lease of the property." 
''' Minutes of the court, 24 Jan. 1860 and 31 July 1860, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
^^  Despatches from the court, 17 Mar. 1860, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/5. 
® Mmutes of the court, 31 July 1860, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
'° Mmutes of the court, 29 Jan. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
" Despatches from the court, 26 Dec. 1860, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/5. 
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After ananging for the Company to lease government land, Hodgson appears to have 
acted unwisely; firstly, in commencing operations prior to the Company having the title 
to the land in its possession; and secondly, without waiting for the expert advice of his 
mining engineer. But the court recapitulated on its censure on leaming that Hodgson 
had spent only £200 to £300 in an effort to bind the government to their promise of a 
lease.'^ 
This incident dramatically highlights the extent to which Hodgson and the Company 
were 'symbols and symptoms of their place and time'.'^ The Company, like Hodgson, 
was bound by the Victorian gentleman's ideal. No doubt this, as well as his colonial 
experience, was the reason Hodgson appealed to the court as a suitable superintendent 
of their affairs. Thus it was not so much his unwise actions that were questioned here 
but his 'loyahy' to the Company. In accepting the position of superintendent Hodgson's 
loyalty, as guardian of their institution, was one of his most important obligations.'"* 
The coal industry continued to expand under Winship with a marked improvement for 
the first quarter of 1861; '31,951 tons have been sold at a profit of 5s. per ton, against 
28,528 tons sold at a profit of 3s.l0d. per ton in the conesponding quarter of 1860'.'^ 
Hodgson had reported in January 1860 that the Company miners were the best in the 
colony. His patronizing attitude towards them is reflected in the comment that they are 
'treated as men, and are contented'. He again commented at the end of December 
regarding the good feeling among the miners for Winship's management, as they 'know 
as well as I do that the services of a practical Engineer are necessary to prosecute 
successfully the sinking of No.2 Pit'.'^ 
72 Despatches from the court, 26 Feb. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/5. 
73 
Bate, 'The urban sprinkle', 115. 
Raven, English gentleman, 58. 75 Minutes of the court, 30 July 1861, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
'^ Mmutes of the court, 24 Jan. 1860, ABL 160/2; despatches from the general supermtendent, 20 Dec. 1860, 
AA Co records, ABL 78/1/34. 
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Winship had improved the conditions of the miners considerably since his arrival, 
especially in supplying ventilation and roads, lightening and lessening in length the 
wheeling work and employing extra horses in D pit. He also supplied oil for the trams 
and hands to oil them." He was introducing these reforms, which had already cost the 
Company an increased expenditure of £810 and working expenses of £1,140 per armum, 
with 'time and caution, too sudden changes would bring about discontent, if not a 
strike'.'^ This possibility was apparent from an observation of the court: 
We hope you will not give way to the unreasonable demands of the Miners to be 
paid at the Pit's mouth: Such an anangement would be full of inconvenience 
and not unattended with danger. You have given them all the accomodation 
[sic] they can expect, by allowing them to be brought down by the Locomotive, 
and all further concession must be refused.'^ 
The Company and Hodgson's attitude to the miners emphasizes one of the less 
attractive concepts of the gentleman ideal. A code based on honesty, courtesy and 
loyalty was a worthy goal. Yet these qualifications, Perkin argues, applied in deference 
to a gentleman's peers; there was no such obligation with regard to his inferiors.^" This 
attitude was highlighted in Hodgson's handling of the miners' strike which was 
imminent. While he was prepared to impede the miners' demands, he perhaps 
proceeded beyond the call of duty in an effort to shelter his successor from a 
management crisis. 
The miners were taking advantage of their strong bargaining position, no doubt being 
aware of the large profits being made by the coal owners. Up until 1855 the Australian 
Agricultural Company and the Coal and Copper Company were the only proprietors on 
the Newcastle coalfields, but by 1861 there were three new operations which had 
increased demand for pitmen, without any increase in their number.^' Early in 1861 
" Despatches from the general supermtendent, 20 Aug. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/34. 
'^ Despatches from the general superintendent, 19 AprU and 20 Aug. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/34. 
'^ Despatches from the court, 25 October 1860, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/5. 
^^ Perkin, Origins of English society, 274. 
^' Mmutes of the court, 28 Jan. 1862, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
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Winship had reported to Hodgson regarding the restrictions the miners had placed on 
the coal get; no man was allowed to earn more than 11 shillings 4 pence per day. This 
appeared to be due to the early exertions of union-clubs, which management perceived 
as an effort to force companies to pay higher wages for less work.^ ^ 
The miners continued to make demands on the Company during May and June with 
respect to increased allowances and demands regarding the re-employment of a union 
man and the discharge of a non-union man. Winship, in spite of Hodgson's comments, 
did not appear to have a good relationship with the miners. He asserted that there was 
one man Lindsay, a protege of the Company govemor E.W.T. Hamilton, who 'was 
striving to get up a strike amongst our men'.^ ^ Hodgson commented on the difficulty of 
'managing men who entertain such exalted notions of their position and importance', 
declaring that 'if something is not done the miners will become masters'. '^* This 
attitude, M.H. Ellis asserts, was 'the detached view of the British near-aristocracy of the 
age'.«^ 
The coal dispute was not isolated to the Australian Agricultural Company. In March 
Hodgson had reported that the Coal and Copper Company miners had been on strike for 
fourteen days.^^ Hodgson decided that a united front by the coal proprietors was 
required to meet the combined force of the unions which 'makes them very 
independent'. He asserted that he would have prefened to complete an agreement with 
the miners without a strike, which would have been beneficial to him personally as he 
was due to retire in September 1861, but was not in the interests of the Company or his 
successor.^' All of the proprietors 'fully coincided in the necessity of such a step', and a 
meeting took place on 1 August which agreed to a reduction of 20% in the hewing rate, 
^^  JBW-A, Winship to Arthur Hodgson, 1 Feb. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 1/59. 
^^  JBW-A, Wmship to Arthur Hodgson, 6 May 1861, AA Co records, ABL 1/59. 
'^* Despatches from the general superintendent, 21 June and 17 July 1861, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/34. 
^^  M.H. EUis, A saga of coal (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1969), 82. 
^^  Despatches from the general supermtendent, 20 Mar. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/34. 
^^  Despatches from the general superintendent, 17 July and 20 Aug. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/34. 
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a notice to this effect being given to the miners. This confrontational tactic produced 
the inevitable result; the notice expired on 16 August and a general strike of Newcastle 
miners began on 17 August. The Company closed the mines; the strike lasted until 14 
October.^ ^ Hodgson's role appeared to precipitate the issue; it has been alleged that the 
Company deliberately courted the dispute in an effort to destroy the union. Regarding 
the strike Edward Merewether, the new general superintendent, reported that he 
appreciated Hodgson's 'self-sacrificing and honest effort to relieve his successor of a 
serious difficulty'.^' 
Hodgson, as on many other occasions, was criticized by the court for his handling of 
the strike. The court contended that the coal proprietors should not have acted in 
secret, especially with regard to the importation of miners.'" By the time this report 
was received Hodgson had left the Company and retumed to England. At his request 
he reported to the London office in person, stating 'that he took the whole responsibility 
of the Strike upon himself.^' In this respect he acted honorably. Yet the strike was 
possibly as much about class antagonism as miners' wages, a condition which 
Hodgson's aloof manner aggravated. At the time of the strike Winship was assaulted 
after a drinking party by a Company employee, who was heard to say '1 want the 
masters not the men' and 'I want to colonize Winship'. This provides an interesting 
comment on the evolving national character, an example of what Russel Ward called 
'the coUectivist, levelling tendency in Australian life'.'^ 
Apart from the more serious criticisms of the court, Hodgson was obliged to accept 
admonishment for many trifling matters including not writing on the same sized paper 
^^  Despatches from the general superintendent, 20 Aug. 1861, ABL 78/1/34; minutes of the court, 28 Jan. 
1862, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
^' EUis, A saga of coal, 84-5; despatches from the general supermtendent, 18 Oct. 1861, AA Co records, 
ABL 78/1/34. 
^^ Despatches from the court, 26 Oct. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/5. 
" Minutes of the court, 28 Jan. 1862, AA Co records, ABL 160/2. 
'^ Despatches from the general supermtendent, 20 Aug. 1861, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/34; Ward, 'An 
Australian legend', 338. 
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or not numbering separate paragraphs in his reports; not improving his clerical work, 
which had inconect horse retums; not checking reports first; and for criticizing 
individual shareholders. It is surprising that he was willing to accept a second term of 
office, and even more so when other comments reflect his air of superiority. Ridley, an 
employee of the Company, whom Hodgson found on his anival to be receiving 
'allowances' from Company agents, wrote that 'from the time Mr Hodgson took charge 
of affairs in Sydney in October last he assumed towards me a most overbearing and 
discourteous manner'.'^ In this respect Hodgson epitomised Raven's theory conceming 
the English gentleman. In order to do his duty, Raven suggests, a gentleman 'saw fit to 
adopt a grave and somewhat aloof attitude of mind which was matched by a dignified 
demeanour and a superior...style of maintenance'.''* 
Another duty, albeit of a practical nature, was for a gentleman to take a role in 
government. Thus Hodgson confided in Green in December 1857 that he had declined 
the parliamentary seat of Newcastle and had been nominated at Drayton on the Darling 
Downs, where 'a cordial welcome awaits me'. At this stage he had sold a half-share of 
Eton Vale to his former manager John Watts, investing £3,000 of the proceeds in shares 
of the Company.'^ During his time with the Company Hodgson held the seat of 
Clarence and Darling Downs from Febmary 1858 until April 1859, and the seat of 
Newcastle from June 1859 to November 1860.'^ It is interesting to note that one of the 
conditions of Merewether's term of office stressed that he was not to be a member of 
the Legislative Assembly or Council. It may be assumed from this that the court 
thought Hodgson's parliamentary duties interfered with his management of the 
Company." 
93 Despatches from the general supermtendent, 10 AprU 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/28. 
Raven, English gentleman, 58. 
'^ Despatches from the general supermtendent, 16 July 1857, AA Co records, ABL 78/1/28. 
'^ ConnoUy, Biographical register of the New South Wales parliament, 148. 
97 Despatches from the court, 26 June 1860, AA Co records, ABL 78/3/5. 
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The records of Hodgson's work for the Australian Agricultural Company in Sydney 
provide details of his busy and responsible life from 1856 to 1861, where he had a 
successful career in management. Although these records are of a business nature they 
reflect the human element in Hodgson's character. This is mainly evident in his 
correspondence with Green, the deputy superintendent, with whom an apparent 
friendship developed. It is important to stress this aspect of Hodgson, otherwise his 
humanity is lost in too great an emphasis on his business activities and his adherence to 
a code of behaviour. 
This conespondence also reveals Hodgson's feelings with regard to his daily family and 
personal life. Within the pages written to his friend and colleague he expresses his 
anxiety over the illness of their baby; confides his annoyance in realizing that the court 
had published his initial report; touches on details concerning animals and employees; 
and grieves with Green over the 'dreadful tragedy' of the sinking of the Dunbar outside 
Sydney heads. Hodgson and Green had travelled to Australia on the Dunbar the year 
before. Captain Green, who was lost at sea, was probably Green's brother.'^ Contrary 
to his public image, these letters reflect a sensitive and caring side to Hodgson's 
character. 
Some insight into Hodgson's interests and his social life in Sydney is also reflected in 
this conespondence. An allusion to the lack of time for 'theatricals', reflects an interest 
in drama which was evident throughout his life. The only diaries which Hodgson wrote 
were during sea voyages. His joumal on the Walmer Castle in 1848 refers to a 
shipboard production in which he assumed a leading role. His wife may not have 
shared this interest, as Hodgson wrote that she would prefer a dance." Hodgson made 
comment to Green on a forthcoming lecture, another interest he pursued until late in 
life. This was to take place at Green's new school of arts, probably at Stroud. The 
topic was connected with his three years cmise of the Meditenanean using his private 
'^ Letters received by the assistant general superintendent, 27 Jan. 1859, 20 Sep., 9 and 23 Aug. 1857 and 28 
Feb. 1858, AA Co records, ABL 1/156. 
" Letters received by the assistant general superintendent, 9 Aug. 1857, AA Co records, ABL 1/156; joumal 
on Walmer Castle 1848, Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL MF0072. 
171 
joumals from his mid-shipman days."* Such intellectual pursuits were in keeping with 
the tradition acquired from aristocratic schools such as Eton. 
One piece of evidence regarding his social life in Sydney gives the lie to the description 
by Ellis of Hodgson being 'a starched Etonian', which no doubt stereotyped him in the 
Eton school mould.'"' This comes from the diary of Blanche, youngest of Sir Thomas 
Mitchell's eleven children. She accompanied the Hodgson family on a picnic party on 
10 Febmary 1858. The party, comprising an omnibus, the Hodgson's caniage, a 
dogcart and fifty people, set off from the Hodgson residence in Macleay Street. 
Blanche recounts that they were passing the army banacks very quietly when 'lo and 
behold! Mr Hodgson gave the order, and we drove into the banack gates...The guards 
all stared, the soldiers grinned, and the officers poured out right around the omnibus'. 
Here, where they only succeeded in snaring one officer, the party partook of champagne 
before proceeding to the picnic ground. During the revelry Blanche ripped her petticoat 
while climbing on the rocks. She buried it under a mound of sand, only for it to be 
dug up by Hodgson who proceeded to parade on the beach in the tom undergarment, to 
everyone's amusement. Much champagne appeared to have been consumed and a lot of 
fun had by everyone.'°^ Perhaps this incident reveals that even the sober responsibilities 
of the gentlemanly ideal do not quell the latent desire for pleasure. 
This analysis of Hodgson, in reference to the Victorian gentleman's code of behaviour, 
albeit in a business context, forms an important aspect of this thesis. Hodgson had left 
England in 1839, at a time of great societal change, in an endeavour to emulate 
England's waning aristocratic society in Australia. He was very successful in acquiring 
his landed estate, but his reputation suffered because of his Victorian social attitudes, 
which were at odds with the evolving egalitarian spirit in Australia. While much of the 
material utilized to assess Hodgson's attitudes, as representative of the colonial gentry. 
100 Letters received by the assistant general superintendent, 28 Feb. 1859, AA Co records, ABL 1/156. 
EUis, Saga of coal, 82. 
'°^ Edna Hickson, nn., and Jill Francis, iU., Blanche: An Australian diary 1858-1861, the diary of Blanche 
Mitchell (Sydney: John Ferguson, 1980), 34-8. 
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fri his dealings with and on behalf of the Company, he was dedicated to the gentleman's 
ideals, which on the whole were a fine code of behaviour. While this code appeared to 
be relevant with regard to his peers, it did not necessarily extend to those he considered 
inferior. The evidence reveals that he was disrespectful of ordinary men, not 
acknowledging the value of their place in society. This attitude was emphasized 
dramatically during his early political career which began while he was with the 
Australian Agricultural Company. 
Hodgson's attitude to the miners was reflected in his vote against manhood suffrage; he 
was afraid of the men becoming masters, considering it the role of gentlemen to govem. 
It is apparent that he was unable to accept the societal change that was occuning in 
Australia. He retumed to England in 1861 when his term of office with the Australian 
Agricultural Company expired, but still with the idea of fulfilling his ambitions for a 
colonial gentry in Australia. He probably realized on his retum to live in Brisbane 
from 1868 to 1869, during which he had a problematic period as a politician, that this 
would not be possible. After retuming to live in England at the end of 1869 Hodgson 
finally found his niche, which suited his ideals perfectly, at Stratford-upon-Avon in 
England; he became the squire of Clopton Manor, and a notable figure in the public life 
of that area. 
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Chapter 7 
THE LIFE OF AN ENGLISH SQUIRE 
The English gentleman clung to the notions of the old society during the last days of 
his ascendancy, fri this regard Hodgson had achieved the triumph of 'unfettered 
ownership' conceming his business arrangements for Eton Vale by 1855; subsequently 
the property was profitably in the hands of either a manager or managing partner. This 
permitted the social ideal of the 'owner's right to the enjoyment of his property', which 
in tum supported the concept of the 'leisured gentleman'. Hodgson epitomised this 
concept in his life-style for a few years after leaving the Australian Agricultural 
Company in 1861. He was then forty-three years old; a man of enormous energy who 
had worked hard to achieve his goals. Yet as Raven has suggested 'the gentleman 
always seeks to deserve his position, the aristocrat, disdainful and insouciant, is quite 
happy just to exploit it'.' From this point of view Hodgson was a gentleman whose 
indomitable energy transposed the English period of his life into a very active existence. 
From the time he retumed to England in 1861 until his departure for Queensland in 
December 1867, Hodgson lived the life of a leisured gentleman in Europe. After two 
years residence in Brisbane he left again in late 1869, to live permanently in England, 
fri 1873 Hodgson bought the manor of Clopton at Stratford-upon-Avon. Here he was 
able to achieve the aristocratic distinction of being lord of the manor, which included 
not only the life-style of a gentleman, but the attendant responsibilities associated with 
the mling class. For the next twenty-five years Hodgson carved out a new career for 
himself in public life. 
In retuming to England, Hodgson was again representative of the Darling Downs' 
squatter group, except for those, such as Emest Dalrymple, who had died in their 
pioneering effort. Few remained in Australia. Yet Hodgson was unrepresentative in the 
fact that he was the only original squatter to retain an interest in his property until his 
' Raven, English gentleman, 58-63; Perkin, Origins of English society, 55-6. 
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death in 1902. He exceeded other early squatters, such as John Watts and Robert 
Ramsay, by reaching the pinnacle of his career after his colonial experience. 
In order to highlight Hodgson's successful achievement on his retum to England, it is 
again pertinent to compare him with Evan Mackenzie, whose colonial career paralleled 
Hodgson's from 1841 to 1845.^ On inheriting the Kilcoy baronetcy, and having failed 
in his colonial endeavour, Mackenzie retumed to Scotland in 1846 with the intention of 
filling the role of a highland laird and the accompanying public duties. This exercise 
lasted for five years, whereupon Mackenzie once again became restless, abandoning his 
tenants and family, and entering upon another of his hasty business schemes. From 
1851, soon after which he was declared bankrupt and was living in a de facto 
relationship in London, his life became an empty vortex. Instead of building on his 
privileged position, which was far in excess of Hodgson's, he spent the rest of his life 
in unhappy personal relationships, relying on hand-outs from his family. Mackenzie 
was buried, in contrast to Hodgson's illustrious military funeral, in an unmarked grave.^ 
In 1862 Hodgson was at a similar stage of his life as Mackenzie was in 1846, but 
because of his personal traits Hodgson was able to capitalize on his past success. 
Hodgson's arrival in London in 1862 on the completion of his contract with the 
Australian Agricultural Company was heralded by a letter from Walter Davidson. He 
announced that Hodgson had settled his family near London prior to attending a 
meeting of the proprietors of the Company. The letter stated that Hodgson 'has made a 
comfortable fortune, and brings home a good and unimpaired constitution'."* It was this 
phase of Hodgson's life which emphasized the extent of his wealth, and the realization 
of his being a landed gentleman. 
Hodgson rented Drayton Hall at Drayton in Middlesex prior to the family taking a 
grand tour of Europe in 1862. The tour included the cities of Rome, Bologna, Milan, 
^ cf. chapter 2, 44-6. 
^ Mackenzie-Smith, Brisbane's forgotten founder, 192-207. 
'^ Letters 1862-64, 18 January 1862, Macarthur papers vol. 29, 8, ML A2925. 
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Nice, and Macon to Paris. Social activities, such as the opera at Milan and the 'Vatican 
by torchlight' were amongst the highlights. While there is no specific reference to the 
children's activities, they may have been attended by a nanny. A person called Jean 
Weir had accompanied the family when they travelled on the Walmer Castle to England 
in 1848. A quantity of wine, the good and bad quality of which concemed Hodgson 
throughout his life, was shipped home to England from Marseilles. The family retumed 
to England, but in January 1863 their son Arthur died of scarlet fever. Francis 
Hodgson, in his memoirs, states that his father was so upset that they went abroad, 
where they lived at various locations including Italy, Switzerland and Austria, until 
1865. The Christmas holidays from 1863 to 1865 were spent in Rome.^ 
On retuming to England the Hodgson family lived at Eastwood Lodge, Leamington 
Spa, from where their eldest daughter Annie, married James Hewitt, the 5th Viscount of 
Lifford, at the Warwick Castle church in 1867. This indicates that Hodgson had 
retained an elite position in society, his status enhanced by his becoming a wealthy 
colonial landowner. 
In the midst of the social activities and the grief of family life, Hodgson did not forget 
what he considered his duty to Queensland. He represented the state as a commissioner 
at two inter-colonial exhibitions, the first in London in 1862 and the other in Paris in 
1867. He was awarded the CMG for these services.^ 
During his time in England Hodgson was also active in the National Colonial 
Emigration Society, which had amalgamated with the National Female Emigration 
Society and the Colonial Emigration Society. The objects of the society were to 
encourage emigration with information, advice and assistance, through liaison with the 
^ Hodgson Papers 1850-1889, JOL MF0072, 0073; Rev. F.H. Hodgson Papers, JOL MF0071. 
'' Stratford-upon-Avon Herald and South Warwickshire Advertiser [Herald] 2 January 1903, Shakespeare 
Birthplace Tmst Record Office [SBTRO], Stratford-upon-Avon, England; CMG is the Companion of the 
order of St Michael and St George. 
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imperial and colonial govemments. Hodgson became honorary secretary on 27 
Febmary 1863.' These activities suggest that he still owed allegiance to Queensland. 
Whether this was sufficient to induce him to retum in 1867, bearing in mind his 
ambition to serve in the Queensland parliament, or whether his business interests 
required attention is not known. John Watts, Hodgson's loyal partner since 1857, had 
sold his share of Eton Vale to Robert Ramsay and intended to retum to England in 
1868. It is also not clear whether Hodgson plarmed to settle permanently in Australia. 
The family left England for Brisbane in December 1867. They did not retum to live at 
Eton Vale, but took up residence at Montpellier in Brisbane.^ 
There is another theory that is worth considering regarding Hodgson's retum, especially 
as he was always conscious of the benefits derived from his 'adopted colony'. During 
the early separation debate the squatters held a meeting on 17 August 1852, in which 
they proposed a petition with a new direction for separation. Hodgson proposed the 
fourth resolution that only a separate legislature situated in Brisbane would 'secure a 
just and faithful administration of their local affairs'. The fifth resolution of this 
petition left the question of transportation of convicts in the hands of representatives of 
the Legislative Council of the new colony. The separation debate proceeded for much 
longer than anyone anticipated. However, during the debate on the Electoral Bill in 
May 1858, just over a year before separation was enacted, Hodgson stated in the New 
South Wales legislature that he 'looked forward to take a prominent part in the Council 
of his adopted colony.' Thus, on his retum to Queensland he no doubt still entertained 
the thought that he would be appointed to the council, in which he would have had an 
influence on the future direction of the colony. At this stage it would be unlikely that 
he could envisage a retum to transportation, but he probably still hoped to secure the 
privileges of a colonial gentry. 
^ Macarthur letters 16 AprU 1863, Macarthur papers, vol. 29, 253-6, ML A2925. 
^ MBFP 8 June 1858; Watts, Reminiscences, 82, 90; Rev. F.H. Hodgson Papers, JOL MF0071; a letter 
written by Hodgson in 1869 gives MontpeUier, Brisbane as his address (see chapter 5, 144). 
' MBFP 24 August 1852; SMH 12 May 1858. 
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Hodgson achieved his ambition, but in the Legislative Assembly, not the council. In 
the position of colonial secretary, he and pastoralist W.H. Kent were chosen to entertain 
the Duke of Edinburgh during his 1867-68 tour of the colonies. Kent entertained the 
duke at the Eagle Farm races in Brisbane, while Hodgson appeared to have 'put some 
life' into his visit to the Downs. Bartley suggested that Hodgson was chosen, because 
the premier Robert Mackenzie was not capable in this capacity.'" This type of 
entertainment probably suited Hodgson, as his accounts during his residence in Brisbane 
reflect a very elegant life-style. 
Why did Hodgson leave Brisbane permanently in 1869, having apparently made two 
further attempts to settle in his adopted land? Apart from the reasons already 
suggested, such as the parochialism of Brisbane and his inability to accept the change in 
Australian society, the main reason was probably that he aspired to be an English 
gentleman, steeped as he was in the tradition of the Victorian era. Hodgson was unlike 
some of the early settlers, such as Victorian pastoralist Neil Black, who were unable to 
readjust on visiting their homeland, finding that the land they had come to exploit had 
taken possession of them." By 1869 Hodgson had had three extended periods in 
England. He also had family attachments, such as his married daughter, Annie. Yet 
the decision obviously caused him much anguish, as he remained sensitive for the rest 
of his life regarding his being an absentee owner. Amongst Hodgson's private papers is 
a newspaper clipping, refening to his influence in promoting Queensland, which stated 
that 'an absentee is not the useless thing that many people suppose him to be'. In his 
paper delivered to the Royal Colonial Institute in 1890, when he was 72 years old, he 
commented on the 'severe remarks' that were made upon colonial absentees, justifying 
his absence with the knowledge that some members of the family still resided there.'^ 
On his retum to England in 1870, Hodgson was able to fulfil an aspiration he was 
unable to accomplish in Australia. He took up residence at Clopton House in Stratford-
"^  Bartley, Opals and agates, 235. 
" Kiddle, Men of yesterday, 178,494-5. 
12 The European Mail, (n.d.), Hodgson Papers; Hodgson, 'Austtalia revisited', 259. 
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upon-Avon. When this manor came onto the market in 1873, he finally bought it for 
£38,000. The tenantry had been allowed to lapse, but on purchasing the property 
Hodgson restored this, thereby becoming the squire. 
Figure 10: Clopton House, Stratford-upon-Avon, n.d., SBTRO DR286/36 
Clopton House was a large three-storyed manorial home, occupying a prominent 
position in beautiful grounds, which included native colonial trees. It exhibited the 
clear cut classical architecture of the Renaissance, which was also in evidence during 
the Queen Aime period. The home comprised three main sections, which could indicate 
extensions over its long history. The stmcture forming a large tenace from the second 
floor, supported by an imitation classical columned archway, was probably a later 
extension. 
Clopton had a notable history which occupied Hodgson as a hobby, as there are many 
letters in the collection of archival material in answer to his enquiries. From these it is 
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claimed that the manor was the home of Margaret Clopton, bom in 1563; also 
Shakespeare was thought to have visited there for the purpose of study. One letter 
stated that there was an Elizabethan tapestry map in York Museum in which Clopton 
House appeared. Furthermore a Virginian person wrote to Hodgson in 1881 stating that 
Clopton was her ancestral home in Queen Anne's time.'^ The sale catalogues of 1873 
and 1930 list paintings, fine china and antique glass, indicating that Clopton was a fine 
establishment worthy of a squire.''* 
Hodgson's sense of public duty, evident in his pioneering days in Moreton Bay, was 
reflected early in his life in Stratford when he became the president of the Young Men's 
Mutual Improvement Association in 1871. From that time Hodgson played a prominent 
role locally in the public life of Stratford and Warwickshire, and intemationally as 
Queensland's representative at inter-colonial exhibitions. 
Apart from the honour associated with official positions in public life, Hodgson became 
well known in Stratford for his work in beneficial schemes, whether it was in the 
management of improved dwellings for the poor; in reformatories and prisoners' 
societies; or in the more cultural pursuit of fostering the Shakespeare Birthplace Tmst 
to promote Stratford's special relationship with the playwright. It was claimed that 
Hodgson spent his fortune 'advancing the welfare of everything connected with that 
town and the neighbourhood'.'^ 
In 1883 Hodgson became mayor of Stratford, a position he held for five terms. In his 
second year of office he presented to the city the significant gift of a mayoral chain; 
the accompanying inscription stated: 'To supply a long felt want, and to mark his sense 
of kindness received during his year of office'.'^ Though the records of Hodgson's term 
'-^  Herald 2 July 1886; letters from J.O. HallweU-PhiUips 30 Oct. 1879, D. Hughes 29 May 1881, Howard S. 
Pearson 17 May 1906, SBTRO DR286/4,5,7. 
'^ Sale catalogues 8-12 Sept. 1873, 6-8 Oct. 1930, SBTRO DR286/16-29. 
'^ Herald 2 January 1903. 
"^  Printed description of mayoral chain, DR375, 5/24/39, SBTRO. 
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as mayor have not been studied in depth, it is interesting to note that he retained the 
trait of sensitivity to criticism which had impeded his colonial political career. At a 
quarterly meeting of the council in 1886, Hodgson branched into a now familiar and 
lengthy 'explanation' in his own defence, having been in his estimation, wrongfully 
advised by the Town Clerk." ft seems that any criticism or slur against his character 
could not go unchallenged. 
Nevertheless Hodgson's period as mayor was so successful that on the expiration of his 
term in 1887 the council re-elected him 'for the fifth time out of consideration for his 
services to the town.' Other honours were also bestowed on Hodgson. In 1881 he was 
appointed to the position of high sheriff of the county, and in 1886 high steward of the 
borough. In 1887 he took a prominent role in the celebrations of Queen Victoria's 
jubilee, extending his royal connection in 1895 when he entertained Prince Edward, 
later King Edward VII, at Clopton. In a local capacity, probably his highest English 
honor was to be selected honorary colonel of the second volunteer battalion. Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment.'^ 
Yet Hodgson's illustrious career did not end there, the highest honours being bestowed 
through his association with Queensland. Altogether Hodgson represented Queensland 
as a commissioner at five inter-colonial exhibitions, the later ones at Vienna (1874), 
Paris (1878) and as a royal commissioner for the 1886 Colonial and Indian Exhibition 
in London as general secretary of the reception committee. The reception committee 
was responsible for ananging various functions to entertain the dignitaries from the 
colonies. In his capacity as mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon, Hodgson entertained 150 
guests to luncheon at Clopton House on 1 July 1886, in the lavish style 'so 
characteristic of his nature'. Stratford considered it a tribute to have their town in such 
prominence, while the local newspaper expounded Hodgson's suitability as a 
representative: 'He has plenty of energy, a good genial presence, a winning way of 
'^ Herald 1 January 1886. 
'^ Herald 2 January 1903. 
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receiving visitors, and understands the customs, habits and manners of the colonials 
who are visiting London in such large numbers.'" 
As honorary secretary of the reception committee Hodgson assembled with Her 
Majesty's Commissioners at 11.15 a.m. on Tuesday 4 May 1886 at the main entrance of 
the Colonial Hall, Exhibition Road, London, awaiting the arrival of His Royal Highness, 
the Prince of Wales, the Royal Princesses and Prince Albert. The Queen travelled from 
Windsor by Westem Railway to Paddington, her arrival at the exhibition being heralded 
by tmmpets. Commissioners were presented to Her Majesty and the procession formed, 
with Hodgson about eighth in the processional line, which proceeded from the Colonial 
Hall to the Royal Albert Hall where the exhibition was formally opened.^° 
Queensland was described as 'the youngest but by no means the most backward of the 
Australian colonies'. The engineering industry was represented by a quartz-cmshing 
machine. There were exhibits of a collection of precious stones, including opals; and 
minerals, including gold; other exhibits entailed timber, wool, sugar, furs, leather, 
saddlery and meat preserving.^' The report of the 1886 exhibition, edited by H. 
Tmeman Wood, stated that Queensland's exhibit of 'fresh beef was 'capital meat, well 
glazed and nicely prepared for export', although mention was made that it did not re-
heat as well as fresh meat.^ ^ The wools from Australia created a great amount of 
interest, although the exhibits from Queensland were thought to be not so complete 
because of the drought. Gore and Company, Hodgson and Ramsay, and Shanahan and 
Jennings 'exhibited very good specimens of fine combing and fine clothing wools. 
Some of these were of very great excellence'.^ Wood's report included a section on 
" Report of the Reception Committee (Royal Commissioners for the Colonial and Indian Exhibition, 1886), 
4-14, RCI; Herald 2 July 1886. 
^ Frank CrundaU, ed., Reminiscences of the Colonial and Indian Exhibition (London: William Clowes, 
1886), 6-7. 
^' Crundall, Reminiscences of the Colonial and Indian Exhibition, 55-6. 
^^  H. Tmeman Wood, ed.. Colonial and Indian Exhibition London 1886: Reports on the Colonial Sections of 
the Exhibition (London: WUliam Clowes, 1887), 86-95. 
^ Wood, Report on Colonial Sections of the 1886 Exhibition, 304-20. 
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Australian wines, which stated that the first wine was imported to England from 
Australia in 1822. The exhibit of Queensland wine in 1886 was not large because of 
the inhibiting effect of the sub-tropical climate on the growth of the vine. Exhibits 
came from Roma, Ipswich, Toowoomba, Warwick and Southport. Conversely, exhibits 
of mm samples 'were of very good quality'. '^* 
At a later date. The Times refened to Hodgson being amongst those who 'laid the 
foundations of the export trade in preserved fmhs, wines, and meat'.^ ^ In his capacity 
as a commissioner at the inter-colonial exhibitions, Hodgson was in a position to 
promote Queensland and its products. His services as a colonial representative were 
acknowledged in a warrant from the people of Bath which, in part, stated that he had 
helped bring together in the 1886 exhibition 'an Emblem of the many races united in 
strong affection for our country and we pray that while the ties of National and 
Colonial friendship are thus increased a strong impulse may be given to our mutual 
welfare and prosperity'.^^ For his services to the 1886 exhibition Hodgson received the 
order of K.C.M.G., which was confened upon him on 5 July 1886 at Windsor Castle.^' 
No doubt during the pomp of the colonial exhibition ceremonies, and later in receiving 
his knighthood, Hodgson cast his mind back forty-six years to Arthur's round table in 
the Darling Downs' bush. The achievements throughout his life were remarkable. Yet 
it may have been as lord of the manor where Hodgson found most satisfaction. In that 
capacity, he and Eliza were able to distribute munificence, such as opening the grounds 
of Clopton for fund raising. One particular occasion involved a bazaar in aid of the 
restoration of St James' Church, which was essentially 'the church of the poor'. 
^^ Wood, Reports on the Colonial Sections of the 1886 Exhibition, 193-220. 
^ Obituary, The Times 25 December, 1902, 8, BL MF B39/494. 
^^  Warrant from Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the Bath Community for Sir Arthur Hodgson's Role in the 
Colonial and Indian Exhibition, 1 September 1886, Hodgson Papers. 
^^  Warrant for the order of Knight Commander of the Order of St Michael and St George [K.C.M.G.] 28 
June, 1886, Hodgson Papers. 
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Hodgson's memories of the Australian bush were probably evoked daily, as the view of 
the Clopton grounds from his study window included gum trees and oleanders.^^ 
On many occasions Hodgson extolled the virtue of his fortunate marriage to Eliza, who 
entered into their Stratford life with enthusiasm. Of the twelve children of the 
marriage, only four survived them. Hodgson and Eliza celebrated their sixtieth wedding 
anniversary just prior to her death on 2 May 1902. Lady Hodgson was well known for 
her liberal help with the distressed in the borough; she was always unostentatious in her 
help to others. Her funeral was attended by many mourners, among whom were the 
servants and tenantry of Clopton. Eliza did not forget her ties with Queensland, leaving 
a bequest to the church at Drayton, near Eton Vale. In her memory Hodgson and his 
daughter published a book, and Hodgson had a stained glass window erected in the 
Clopton chapel.^' 
Hodgson was so greatly affected by his wife's death, that he survived for only another 
seven months. The Stratford-upon-Avon Herald announced that after a life of 
'indomitable energy and unfailing courage', Hodgson died on the moming of 24 
December 1902. As an honorary colonel of a Warwickshire regiment, he was given a 
funeral with full military honours, which entailed a gun caniage, military band, and a 
large contingent of moumers. A measure of his significance in public life, and the 
esteem in which he was held, was reflected in the fact that a special train was 
commissioned to leave Great Central Marylebone at 10 a.m. for the funeral at Stratford-
upon-Avon on 30 December 1902. The Honorable Sir Horace Tozer, then agent-
general for Queensland, represented the state at the funeral; the floral emblem card was 
inscribed with the words: 'A last tribute of respect from the Govemment of Queensland 
to a pioneer, nation builder, distinguished statesman, and tme and faithful friend'.^° 
28 Stratford-upon-Avon Chronicle 21 September 1883, DR286/30 SBTRO; Herald 13 August 1886. 
^' B. Hodgson to V. Donovan 18 June 1992; Herald 2 January 1903; WiU of Lady Hodgson, DR27/241 
SBTRO; DDG 16 June 1902. 
°^ Herald 2 January 1903; The Thnes 25 December 1902, BL MF B39/494. 
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Hodgson died in England, having become a famous and wealthy man. He achieved 
honours which were denied in Australia. Yet this achievement was not through luck 
alone, but as John Watts said, through hard work and perseverance which continued 
throughout his life. This was apparent in physically opening up the land during the 
early days of settlement on the Darling Downs; he also proved his capabilities as an 
astute business man. While other pioneers were hasty in cashing in on their labours in 
the 1850s, Hodgson followed the old adage that 'a rolling stone gathers no moss'; like 
Neil Black, he was aware that greater fortunes were ahead.^' He was proved conect; 
Hodgson's will, filed on 26 May 1903, indicated real estate property in Queensland 
alone to the value of £105,461; Eton Vale, which had been divided between Hodgson 
and Ramsay in 1893, was valued at £80,823.^^ 
Hodgson's successful career in English administration, albeit in a voluntary capacity, 
begs the question whether his departure from Queensland was the colony's loss. He 
obviously had many talents to offer, and was considered, while a member of the New 
South Wales legislature in 1859, to be amongst the 'intelligence and respectability of the 
House'.^ ^ Yet there was no obvious fanfare for Hodgson on his retirement from the 
Queensland legislature. The Brisbane Courier, in announcing that the parliament was 
about to lose their Postmaster-General, John Douglas, and Colonial Secretary, Arthur 
Hodgson, appeared more concemed that two more statesmen were leaving the colony.^ '* 
Thus Hodgson ended his colonial era unobtmsively, apparently unfulfilled in a personal 
capacity, a situation which he more than rectified in his homeland until his death. 
^' Hodgson, 'Sheep farming m Australia', 13; Kiddle, Men of yesterday, 494-5. 
^^  WUl of Sh Arthur Hodgson, QSA SCT/P510-4, Z1682; 'Eton Vale, Cambooya, Queensland', Dalgety's 
Review 1 March 1898, ABL S55. 
^^  SMH 13 August 1859. 
'^* Brisbane Courier 22 September 1869. 
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CONCLUSION 
In treating Hodgson as representative of the Darling Downs' squatters, it has been 
possible to gain a clearer understanding of the place of this group in society. Yet 
Hodgson proved to be an exceptional man in his achievements. While he began his 
pastoral career on much the same footing as his colleagues, except for his lesser 
financial position, he outstripped his fellow squatters in almost every capacity. 
Nevertheless, in analyzing Hodgson's life it is possible to give credence to the claims by 
historians such as Duncan Waterson, Maurice French and social historians R.W. 
Connell and T.H. Irving that the Darling Downs' squatters did form an 'elite oligarchy 
of aristocratic pastoralists' or as the latter stated, attempted to create a 'hierarchal mral 
society'.' Historian Geoffrey Bolton once suggested that 'the myth of the gentleman-
squatter' remained strongest in Queensland. His reason for calling it a myth may rest 
with the fact that in spite of an early elite presence, the colonial gentry proved less 
influential in Queensland than any other part of Australia.^ Yet this dissertation 
establishes that the patriarchal society was not a myth, explaining why it evolved and 
what the consequences were of such an evolution. The squatters became a social caste 
in society which was, in effect, a colonial gentry lasting for about a thirty to forty year 
period on the Darling Downs. While the social and economic circumstances of the 
gentleman-squatter bestowed a great deal of power, this was balanced by other forces in 
society which curtailed their political influence. Thus the concentration on the life of 
an individual, as Lawrence Stone maintained, has enabled this thesis 'to throw light 
upon the intemal workings of a past culture and society'.^ 
The argument of this thesis rests on the premise that Hodgson and his colleagues were 
imbued, through their background and education, with the gentlemanly ideal. As an 
1 
2 
French and Waterson, The Darling Downs: A pictorial history, 28; R.W. ConneU and T.H. Irving, Class 
structure in Australian history: Documents, narrative and argument (Melboume: Longman Cheshhe, 
1980), 54. 
Bolton, 'Idea of a colonial gentry', 322. 
^ Stone, 'The revival of narrative', 19. 
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essayist on topical issues in the mid-1800s, Matthew Amold argued that the feelings 
and habits of the English upper class created a 'bond of a common culture'; although 
their 'political opinions and acts might differ, what they said and did had the stamp and 
style imparted by this culture'."* This is evident throughout Hodgson's life, as his upper 
class culture influenced his future actions. While the code of conduct for a gentleman 
was worthy, Hodgson especially maintained an air of superiority which was often 
interpreted as snobbery. Modesty was also not one of his finer traits; in 1902 he ended 
a speech at a function in London, saying that 'all Queenslanders owed a debt of 
gratitude to him'.^ Yet socially he was well regarded, and famous for his genial 
hospitality. 
Hodgson was one of a group of like-minded young men who migrated to Australia with 
one purpose in mind; to make their fortunes. They were prepared in this quest to take 
financial and physical risks, without much thought for the effect their activity might 
have on the indigenous people of this country, or on the social consequences of their 
pioneering effort. 
While it may be unfair to judge on our twentieth century terms, the actions of these 
young men and the consequences of their settlement still reverberate in our present day 
society. Yet as gentlemen steeped in the Victorian tradition, they thought it their right 
to take possession of land which, from their point of view, was being unused. In 
squatting on the Darling Downs, they also incuned the wrath of the settled landowners 
of the south, such as the Macarthurs. While the latter were once exploiters just as the 
Downs' group, by the 1840s their occupation of the land had been respectably 'brought 
within the framework of land ownership and attachment to the soil'.^ 
4 Matthew Amold, 'The popular education of France: Democracy' in P.J. Keatmg, ed., Matthew Amold, 
Selected Prose (Harmondsworth, M'sex: Penguin Books, 1970), 100-1. 
^ DDG 15 March 1902. 
^ Roe, Quest for authority, 26-7. 
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Thus the Darling Downs' squatters began their careers by fostering a sense of 
resentment in society, which only increased as time went by in their efforts to make 
their properties profitable. In the early days they had formed a tight-knit group by 
virtue of their early kinship ties, and from friendships formed because of shared ideals, 
ambitions and experiences. During the 1840s, the most critical period for their success 
or failure, their solidarity as a social group extended into a political force. This was a 
consequence of the labour crisis, exacerbated by the cessation of transportation, when 
the squatters joined in a concerted effort to recmit labour at any price. Their efforts in 
the early days of settlement did not go unremarked in Australian society. The Reverend 
W.G. Broughton, the first Church of England bishop of Australia, pointed out in 1850 
that the free immigrants wanted 'to make money and to raise themselves in the scale of 
society; and to do this, some (that is a great many) will break through all sumptuary 
regulations: and some (that is not a few) will lose their respect for moral obligations.'' 
The squatters' quest for cheap labour, especially in the mooted retum to transportation, 
was regarded as a loss of moral obligation. It resulted in the formation of an opposing 
political group by those resisting their actions, which was mainly centred in the towns. 
This political opposition was not completely spontaneous, as many of the town residents 
shared Dr John Dunmore Lang's philosophy of an agrarian society. Neither did the 
townsfolk have a similar vested interest in the acquisition of labour. This internal 
emption in Moreton Bay society was exaggerated by the 1847 order-in-council, the 
consequences of which granted large tracts of land to the squatters under very 
favourable circumstances. Thus the antagonism grew, resulting in town versus country 
rivalry which still pervades the social and political life of Queensland. 
Hodgson took a very high profile in the immigration question in Moreton Bay and as 
this study of his life indicates, he benefited considerably from the 1847 regulations and 
subsequent land legislation. In this respect he was representative of the Dariing Downs' 
squatters, who after separation were able to manipulate the legislation in their own 
interests. The polarization of the squatters' need for labour, with their increased 
In Roe, Quest for authority, 16. 
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security of tenure, resulted in the solidarity of this group as a self-conscious class in 
society. The political consequence of this culminated in a prolonged debate for 
separation, and the famous Stanley election in which Hodgson was defeated by Lang in 
1854. 
Therefore, as the squatters increased their social and economic independence, based on 
a wage-labour system on the Darling Downs, they attempted to dominate politically. 
This was curtailed to a degree by democratic forces. However, opposition did not 
prevent the evolution of a hierarchal society on the Downs, as a consequence of the 
enormous wealth available to the squatters. A patriarchal society was a natural 
extension for these gentlemen in their new-found wealth, as illustrated by the evolution 
of their homes and lifestyles. What they did not realize as a group, and Hodgson in 
particular, was that they could not take for granted their aspiration to be the mling 
class, as were their aristocratic counterparts in England until the end of the century. 
Matthew Amold, in investigating the French educational system in 1861, was aware of 
the diminution of aristocratic power in England. He stated that 'the superiority of the 
upper class over all others is no longer so great; the willingness of the others to 
recognise that superiority is no longer so ready'.^ 
This movement of democracy, for which Amold suggested neither blame nor praise was 
due to any particular group in society, had a profound influence on Australian society. 
Locally it thwarted the squatters' perpetuation of a privileged class; nationally it 
changed the political climate. Athough this movement coincided with the discovery of 
gold, Gollan submits that the direct influence of goldfield radicalism was not apparent 
until the eighties.' Personally for Hodgson and many of his colleagues, it was the nadir 
of their colonial life. A reading of the 1858 parliamentary debates on electoral reform, 
then published in the Sydney Morning Herald, reflects the genuine anguish of the 
pastoralists to the idea of universal suffrage, an elected upper house and mle by what 
^ Arnold, 'Democracy', 103. 
' Amold, 'Democracy', 103; GoUan, Radical and working class politics, 6-7. 
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they termed 'mobocracy'. Many including Hodgson, declared they would leave the 
country if the electoral bill passed, which Hodgson did.'° 
Hodgson made another attempt to settle in Australia, hoping to be a political force in 
Queensland eight years after separation. Yet his inflexibility of attitude in the changing 
colonial environment dogged him once again. While his squatter colleagues, such as 
Joshua Bell and St George Gore, had remained in Queensland and were acclimatized to 
local politics, Hodgson had been in another world, the world of the leisured 
gentleman." He did not fit in politically on his retum to the colony. While the 
squatters attempted to dominate Queensland politics, especially through the omission of 
manhood suffrage in the constitution, historian Ross Johnston indicates that the general 
nature of Queensland political thinking was conservative.'^ It was apparent though that 
the squatters' role in parliament was not completely dominating, being tempered by such 
radicals as the two Cribb brothers, and individualists such as Macalister.'^ 
ft is perhaps unfortunate, as R.M. Hartwell suggested, that 'historians of Australia have 
concentrated on the squatters' unsuccessful and undemocratic aspirations for a political 
autocracy, rather than on their remarkable economic achievements'.''* Their aspirations 
as a privileged landed class can be understood in the light of their perception of their 
role in society. This is placed in perspective with the realization that on separation 
from New South Wales, they 'contributed 70% of the revenue and nearly 94% of the 
exports'. The pastoral industry remained of major economic importance until 1891.'^ 
This topic could provide research for the future, which might include a collective 
"^  SMH 1 and 12 May 1858. 
" ADB, vol. 3, 134; vol. 4, 272-3. 
'^ Johnston, Call of the land, 95-9. 
'^ Shaw, 'Tangled web', 259; ADB, vol. 3, 494; Wilson, 'Arthur Macalister', passun. 
'"* R.M. HartweU, 'The pastoral ascendancy 1820-1850', in Gordon Greenwood, ed., Australia: A social 
and political history (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1974), 47. 
'^ Roberts, History of Australian land settlement, 259; Laverty, 'Queensland economy', 29. 
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biography of the whole group of pure merinos on the Darling Downs. This would lead 
to a greater explanation and understanding of the history of Queensland. 
Athough diverse in subject, another area of research which presents itself from this 
thesis would be a study of the Queensland mentality in history. It would be interesting 
to analyze the early movement of democracy in this state, with special reference to the 
town versus country syndrome. The movement for separation reflects the early state 
jealousy which is still evident on occasions in the social, political, cultural and sporting 
life. Present also are shades of early nationalism associated with Lang's republicanism; 
and evidence of the initial presence of racism, which was associated with the 
importation of Chinese labourers."' Finally there is evidence of the levelling tendency 
or tall poppy syndrome of the national character, aggravated by the attitude of the 
pioneer squatters. 
The early resentment and later exclusiveness of the Darling Downs' squatters has 
resulted in their becoming a much maligned group in Australian history. Hodgson in 
particular, in early descriptions, has suffered from this fate. In what may have been one 
of the first historical assessments of Hodgson, which influenced later historians, he was 
described as 'a cultured dilettante' who 'surrounded himself with a Round Table of well-
bred jackeroos, fresh from home universities'." This statement neither appears to take 
him seriously nor reflects an awareness of his contribution to early Queensland history. 
If the squatters had continued to play the dominating role to which they aspired, the 
history of Queensland would read quite differently. Yet in analyzing their influence, 
historians have failed to acknowledge that Hodgson and the Darling Downs' squatters 
were symbols and symptoms of their place and time. 
'^ cf Rod Fisher, 'Roots of racism: The Chinese experience m early Brisbane, 1848-1860', Labour History, 
59, Nov. 1990, 73-86. 
'^ Roberts, Squatting age in Australia, 176. 
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